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the  latest  con 


and  governors  at  odds. 


vidual  tuition. 


teacher  for  the  boy. 

Eileen  Bennett,  chair 
woman  of  the  governors,  ac 


oyer  a 10-year-old  boy  who  Is 


school  Indefinitely  on  health 
and  safety  grounds.  He  said 
he  could  not  guarantee  the 
safety  of  pupils  if  the  boy 
attended. 

The  confrontation  has 
fuelled  fears  of  Increasingly 
chaotic  school  management 
and  discipline,  after  a crisis 
Inspection  at  the  Ridings 
school.  Halifax,  and  a 
national  debate  over  morality 
and  behaviour  following  the 
murder  of  the  London  head- 
teacher, Philip  Lawrence. 


a Luton  primary  teacher  who 
•allowed  a boy  to  punish  class- 
-mates with  a ruler  after  they 
’bullied  him.  She  faces  disci- 
plinary action. 

Graham  Lane,  Labour 
education  chairman  of  the 
Association  of  Metropolitan 
Authorities,  said  the  Man  ton 
teachers'  action  was  outra- 
geous. "We  cannot  have  a sit- 
uation where  teachers  are  the 
sole  arbiters  of  who  they 
teach.  They  are  setting  the 
most  incredible  example  to 
young  people]  because  they 
are  bully  boy  tactics." 

Gillian  Shephard,  the  Edu- 
cation Secretary,  the  local 
education  authority,  teach- 
ers' unions  and  school  gover- 
nors yesterday  blamed  each 
- other  for  the  failure  to  relieve 
the  impasse  over  Matthew 
WDsan,  whose  mother  Insists 
he  should  be  taught  in  normal 
lessons  at  Man  ton  and  not 


speak  up  for  them. 


have  been  on  her  knees.” 

. Nigel  de  Gruchy,  general 
secretary  of  the  union,  said 
Mrs  Bennett  had  been  irre- 
sponsible in  acting  as  a coun- 
sellor for  one  family  and 
relinquishing  her  responsi- 
bility for  the  school.  “If  she 
wants  to  play  power  politics 
with  the  youngsters,  she  has 
picked  the  wrong  union.” 
Governors  were  not  capable 
of  running  schools  success- 
fully. Mr  de  Gruchy  said.  “If  a 
school  gets  into  trouble  the 
governing  bodies  cannot  man- 
age, and  turn  to  the  local  au- 
thority for  help  and  support 
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School  crisis:  What  they  say 


“He  has  a legal  right 
to  be  in  that  school. 
The  lad  has  done 
magnificently ...  I do 
not  think  it  is  a good 
idea  to  criminalise  a 
10-year-old  by 
teaching  him  in 
isolation.  Teachers 
have  got  powerful 
unions  but  children 
have  nobody  to 
speak  up  for  them.” 
Eileen  Bennett, 
chairwoman  of 


governors 

“If  she  wants  to  play 
power  politics  with 
the  youngsters,  she 
has  picked  the  wrong 
union . . . Governors 
are  not  capable  of 
running  schools 
successfully.” 

Nigel  de  Gruchy, 
teachers’ 
union  leader 

“This  is  entirely  the  ■ 
responsibility  of 
Nottinghamshire 
county  council.  I call 
on  the  chair  of  the 
education  committee 
to  announce  how  he 
proposes  to  ensure 
that  pupils  at  Manton 
School  get  the 
uninterrupted 
education  to  which 
they  are  entitled.”  i 

Gillian  Shephard, 
Education  Secretary  j 


“This  is  a dispute 
between  the 
headteacher,  who 
wanted  to 

permanently  exclude 
a child  on  two 
occasions,  and  the 
governing  body . . . 
We  have  no  legal 
rights  to  be 
interfering  with  this 
school.” 

Fred  Riddell, 
Nottinghamshire 
education  chairman 

“As  I am  not  in  a 
position  to  guarantee 
the  appropriate 
health  and  safety  of 
all  the  children  in  the 
school.  I have  to  tell 
you  that  school  will 
be  closed 
tomorrow.” 

Bill  Skelley,  head 
teacher  of  Manton 
Junior  school,  in  letter 
to  parents 


Matthew  Wilson,  whose  return  prompted  new  strike  threats.  He  is  accused  of  attacking  pupils  photograph:  douqmarke 


7 Guardian 

Internationa!  Umbrella 


Parties  move  towards  knife  ban 


Kanal  Ahmed,  Michael 
White  and  Ewan  ItacAskm 

POLITICIANS  from  all 
parties  were  last  night 
moving  towards  a ban 
on  combat  knives,  as  Michael 
Howard  softened  his  stance 
against  legislation  to  outlaw 
them  amid  signs  that  the 
Labour  Party  was  working  on 
■its  own  proposals. 

.The.  Liberal  Democrats 
gave  a cautious  welcome  to 
- an  unofficial  four-point  plan 
” emanating  from  Labour,  with 
several  barristers  and  police 
organisations  Indicating  the 
- unpublished  document  was  a 
good  starting  point 
The  four  clansesin  the  doc- 
ument propose  that  the  sup- 
pliers  of  knives  would  be 
required  to  say  what  the  knife 
was  for;'  that  the  selling  of 
knives  designed  for  violence 
be  made  an  offence;  that  the 
marketing  and  advertising  of 
such  knives  would  also  be  an 
offence;  and  -that  the  police 
should  keep  a list  of  prohib- 
ited knife  designs  which  sup- 
pliers would  have  to  consult 
As  Labour  tried  to  increase 
. the  pressure  on  the  Govern- 
ment by  launching  a national 


The  draft  proposal 


□ That  suppliers  of  ail 
knives  shall  be  required  to 
set  ont  the  purposes  for 
which  they  are  designed. 

□ That  the  selling  of  knives 
designed  for  violence  shall 
be  an  offence  (unless 
permission  be  granted  for 

supplying  such  knives  for 

military  purposes). 

□ That  the  marketing  or 
advertising  of  knives  and 
other  weapons  in  away 

petition,  Mr  Howard  offered 
to  act  immediately  if  a satis- 
factory definition  of  such 
weapons  was  available.  His 
tone  was  in  marked  contrast 
to  last  week  when  the  Govern- 
ment, after  two  U-turns  on 
paedophiles  and  stalking, 
rejected  a Labour  offer  to  dis- 
cuss a knives  ban. 

In  a Queen's  Speech  debate 
yesterday,  the  shadow  home 
secretary.  Jack  Straw,  bran- 
dished a copy  of  Gun  Mart 
and  Accessories  advertising 
combat  knives  above  his 
bead  He  said  there  was  a pal- 


Britain 


which  appears  to  condone 
or  incite  violence  shall  be 
an  offence. 

□ That  where  a supplier  or 
retailer  believes  the  design 
of  a knife  is  excessive  for 
the  purpose  described  and 
that  an  alternative  use  for 
the  knife  is  violence,  they 
shall  be  required  to  consult 
the  police,  who  shall 
maintain  a list  of  designs 
which  are  unsuitable  for 
public  sale 

pable  difference  between 
kitchen  knives  and  combat 
knives,  which  he  said  had  “no 
purpose  whatever  but  maim- 
ing and  killing  people,  and 
should  be  banned”. 

Mr  Howard  has  said  he  will 
meet  Mr  Straw  if  a workable 
definition  is  on  the  table.  The 
four  proposals  could  be  the 
first  step  towards  that. 

The  Liberal  Democrats 
gave  a qualified  welcome  to 
the  draft  document  “I  would 
certainly  react  favourably  to 
the  first  three  parts  of  the 
draft”  said  Alex  Carlisle,  the 
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Airline  jettisons  royal  tag  to  avoid 
conveying  a ‘negative’  image 


Liberal  Democrat  legal  affairs 
spokesman  who  is  a QC  and  a 
part-time  judge.  *T  believe 
that  the  parliamentary 
draughtsmen  could  turn  them 
into  workable  legislation. 

“Although  defining  the 
knives  themselves  is  difficult 
their  marketing,  display  and 
sale  is  an  appropriate  target 
and  could  produce  by  agree- 
ment very  workable  legisla- 
tion,” he  said.  1 

The  fourth  proposal,  which  . 
says  that  knife  designs  that 
are  excessive  for  their  In- 
tended purpose  should  be 
referred  to  the  police,  was 
more  difficult  to  support  as  it 
could  include  a large  number 
of  domestic  knives  which 
have  perfectly  innocent  uses. 

The  police  have  also  given 
their  backing  the  proposals. 

“It  cannot  be  beyond  the 
wit  of  the  government  and 
parliament  to  arrive  at  a defi- 
nition of  these  type  of 
knives,"  said  Jim  Fraser, 
chairman  of  the  Scottish 
Police  Federation.  “These 
knives  are  available  in  cities 
across  the  country,  and  al- 
though same  legislation  ' is 
there  which  can  be  used  we 
are  not  against  expanding 
that  legislation.” 


Finance 


NlckVarley 

BRITAIN’S  biggest  holiday 
airline  is  dropping  the 
word  royal  from  its  in-flight 
service  because  it  no  longer 
conveys  the  right  Image. 

The  Royal  Service,  Intro- 
duced four  years  ago  and  fea- 
turing red,  white  and  blue  liv- 
ery. will  be  phased  out  next 
year,  Britannia  Airways  said 
yesterday. 

Its  public  relations  chief, 
Richard  Hedges,  explained: 
“We  have  done  some  market 
research  and  have  found  that 
the  name  ‘royal1  no  longer 
has  the  kudos  and  the  posi- 
tive associations  it  had  when 
we  introduced  it  on  flights  in 
1992." 

Publicised  on  its  launch  by 
pictures  of  a stewardess  serv- 
ing a Spitting  Image  likeness 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  de- 
spite the  Princess  Royal  being 
a regular  customer,  it  will 
now  go  the  same  way  as  the  ' 
television  show. 

Since  1992  the  Royal  Family 
have  endured  one  scandal 
after  another,  including  both 
Charles  and  Diana  admitting 
adultery. 

Roger  BurnelJL  managing 


Mm.:, 


director  of  Luton-based  Bri- 
tannia, which  carried  8 mil- 
lion passengers  last  year,  told 
staff  or  the  changes  in  a letter 
which  said  shifts  in  public 
opinion  had  to  be  acted  upon. 
"Research  we  have  carried 
out  indicates  that  whilst  Bri- 
tannia’s exterior  livery  is  still 
very  strong,  it  is  now  the 
right  time  to  introduce  a new 
on  board  service  brand  which 
recognises  changing  tastes, 
fashions  and  lifestyles,"  he 
said. 

A Buckingham  Palace 
spokesman  said:  "This  deci- 
sion is  a matter  for  the  com- 
pany, and  it  is  not  something 
we  would  comment  on.” 

Harry  Greenway.  Tory  MP 
for  Ealing  North,  was  sur- 
prised at  the  move.  "To  lose 
the  association  with  the 
Queen  and  the  Queen  Mother, 
to  mention  but  two  members 
of  the  Royal  Family,  Is  to  lose 
an  advantage  beyond  price.  1 
cannot  believe  they  can  afford 
to  do  that,”  he  said. 

Many  organisations  Imme- 
diately moved  to  pledge  loy- 
alty to  the  Royal  link,  includ- 
ing the  Royal  College  of 
Psychiatrists,  which  said  it 
was  "quite  happy”  with  its 
royal  charter. 


■•law™ 


Protect 
yourself 
from  the 
elements  with 
the  stylish 
Guardian 
International 
umbrella. 


This  large  blue  and  white  golfing  umbrella  features 
a fox  frame  and  wooden  handle,  £79.50.  Price 
includes  postage,  packing  and  handling  charges. 

To  place  your  order  please  fill  in  the  form  below  and  send  It  to: 
Guardian  International  Offer, 

PO  Box  355, 

Bushey.  Herts  WD2  2NA. 

UK 

with  a cheque  or  money  order  tor  the  full  amount  or  (HI  in  your 
Vlsa/Maatercard  details. 


Please  send  me 

| at  £1 9.50;  cost  £ 

J order  for  tfie  sum  of  £ 
Mastercard  account. 

I'Card  No:  IHM 

J Expiry  date:  I 1 L 1 


Guardian  Internationa/  umbrella/s 

I enclose  a cheque/  money 

or  please  debit  my  Visa/ 


* 

i 

in 

44 

i 

i 

Address: 


Postcode:  Co 


Please  alow  Up  IO  28  days  (or  detvery. 
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Howard  rattled  so 
the  I’s  have  it 


Simon  Hoggart 


THE  Home  Secretary 
started  badly.  “My  first 
priority  has  always  been 
to  protect  the  public  and  to 
create  a safer  Britain,"  he 
plonked.  This  was  met  by 
mocking  Labour  laughter. 

It  may  have  put  him  off  bis 
stroke,  because  when  be  is  rat- 
tled Mr  Howard's  vowels 
undergo  what  we  phonologists 
call  the  “Llanelli  Shift ".  and 
all  turn  into  the  letter  L 
"Pipple  diserve  protiction.” 
he  said.  "We  wir  not  ibble  to 
come  up  with  a siccessful  defi- 
nition of  a combat  knife,”  he 
added.  The  effect  is  hypnotic. 

As  was  his  claim  that  the 
Government  had  decided  to 
whip  the  vote  on  handguns 
purely  out  of  concern  for  the 
Dunblane  parents.  “It  is  our 
aim  to  get  it  on  the  stitute  book 
as  quickly  as  pissible  so  that 
the  pipple  of  Dunblane  can 
draw  a line  under  iL  I do  not 
think  a free  vote  would  issist 
that” 

This  is  as  if  our  big-hearted 
Government  had  refused  to 
pass  strict  rules  on  pension 
funds,  so  that  the  Maxwell  vic- 
tims could  forget  their 
experience. 

The  debate  descended.  The 
more  backbenchers  protested 
that  they  would  not  make  cap- 
ital out  of  Dunblane,  the  more 
capital  they  made. 

Mr  Howard  gleefully  quoted 
a letter  from  Peter  Mandelson, 
in  which  he  bad  assured  a con- 
stituent that  "pipple  such  as 
yourself  will  still  be  able  to 
own  handguns”. 

(Possibly  Mr  Mandelson. 
Tony  Blair's  spin  doctor,  had 
been  referring  only  to  guns 
fitted  with  silencers  which, 
like  him.  work,  you  might  say. 
off  the  record.) 

Edward  Leigh,  a Tory  who 
was  rightwing  so  long  ago  that 
Mr  Major  dared  to  sack  him. . 
was  worried  for  gun  owners. 
Would  they  get  the  full  market 
rate  for  their  weapons? 

"They  will  indidr  said  Mr 
Howard.  But  what  is  the  mar- 
ket rate  for  illegal  goods? 


What  they  paid?  What  they 
would  fetch  in  an  East  End 
pub? 

David  Mellor  suggested  that 
many  gun  owners  thus  com- 
pensated would  go  out  and 
buv  the  still  legal  .225,  which 
killed  Bobby  Kennedy  and  Yrt 
zak  Shamir.  Mr  Mellor  loathes 
all  weapons,  except  those 
which  win  destroy  a city  on 
the  other  side  of  the  world.  He 
makes  a lot  of  money  support- 
ing them. 

Labour  MPs  stood  up  and 
tried  to  persuade  Mr  Howard 
to  frame  a law  which  would 
ban  combat  knives. 

Mr  Straw  quoted  a senior 
policeman:  “If  they  can  get  a 
man  on  the  moon,  they  can  get 
a definition  of  a combat 
knife."  (I  was  reminded  of  the 
fem  inlst  T-shirt:  “If  they  can 
get  a man  on  the  moon,  why 
not  all  of  them?”) 

He  waved  an  ad.  “The  Vin- 
dicator has  no  other  purpose 
than  maiming  and  killing, ” 
and  even  from  a distance  it  did 
not  look  like  the  things  they 
give  you  on  planes  to  eat  your 
food-style  lunch. 

The  debate  became  surreal- 
istic. Dame  Elaine  Kellett- 
Bowman  rose  and  sat  down, 
rose  and  sat  down,  until  she 
looked  like  the  shower  scene 
of  Psycho.  She  began  to  shout, 
and  all  the  knives  in  the  cafe- 
teria went  blunt. 

“It  is  possible  to  distinguish 
between  a kitchen  knife  and 
this.1”  shouted  Mr  Straw, 
hanging  his  picture  of  the  Vin- 
dicator. "Of  course  I would 
like  to  ban  combat  knives.” 
shouted  Mr  Howard.  The 
Dame  rose  menac  ingly  behind 
him.  “But  we  need  a satisfac- 
tory definition!" 

Then  Dame  Elaine  began  to 
speak,  like  Hitchcock’s  fam- 
ous screeching  violins. 

“Scree!  Scree!  Scree!"  they  go 
on  the  soundtrack.  “Scritch! 
Scritch!  Scritch!"  her  voice 
stQl  echoes  in  my  head. 

"I  happen  to  be  a keen  cook! 

I was  the  country’s  Number 
One  housewife!”  she  boasted. 
‘Tt  would  be  very  difficult  to 
define  knives.  All  it  proves  Is 
that  his  wife  never  let  him  into 
her  kitchen." 

A vision  of  the  Dame  in  her 
own  dream  kitchen,  viciously 
attacking  a fru  it  loaf  with  the 
Vindicator,  floated  into  my 
horrified  mind. 


Live  Briefs,  Steve  Bell  and 
Simon  Hoggart* s satirical  look 
at  the  political.  Is  published  this 
week  by  Methuen  (£9.99). 
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Free  players  show 
three’s  company 


John  Fordham 

Tracey/Presencer/Parker 
Vortex,  Stoke  Newington 

STAN  TRACEY,  the  inim- 
itable English  pianist, 
will  be  70  in  December, 
although  time  appears  to  be 
travelling  in  reverse  Tor  him. 
His  look  of  gnomic  amuse- 
ment grows  more  amiably  sar- 
donic by  the  year. 

His  short  tour,  which  culmi- 
nated in  Appleby.  Cumbria, 
last  night,  was  with  a band 
that  will  certainly  register  as 
one  of  the  memorable  ensem- 
bles of  1996.  and  maybe  of  a 
longer  period  than  that — par- 
ticularly if  its  exploits  are 
recorded.  Tracey  is  playing 
with  trumpeter  Gerard  Pre- 
sences the  regular  partner 
whom  he  often  points  out 
could  be  his  grandson,  and 
with  a much  more  unexpected 
addition  — the  free-jazz  saxo- 
phonist, Evan  Parker. 

The  result,  equally  unex- 
pectedly, makes  everybody 
play  better  than  usuaL  All 
three  have  developed  distinc- 
tively' commanding  styles 
with  which  they  can  engage  an 
audience  in  their  sleep.  But  all 
three  are  also  occasionally 
capable  of  the  flipside  of  their 
talents,  which  is  to  microwave 
set  pieces  and  recycle  them. 

But  on  this  show  everybody 
listened  like  hawks  and  played 
accordingly — Tracey  operat- 
ing Like  a rhythm  section  at 
the  keyboard,  with  clangs, 
bumps,  tinkling  sounds  and 
metallic,  trills  like  cymbal  pat- 
terns: Presence  r wrestling  out 
of  his  neat  bebop  clothes  Into 
something  fascinatingly 
looser  and  Parker  taking  bis 
atonal  technique  much  closer 
to  orthodox  intonation  to 


meet  the  others.  Tracey  is  a 
textural  pianist  anyway,  who 
d islikes  tricksy  scale-run- 
ning. a quality  that  unites  him 
with  Parker. 

Tracey  and  Presencer 
opened  their  London  show,  at 
the  Vortex,  with  conventional 
jazz,  and  after  a bit  of  jogging 
and  warming-up.  the  latter 
(on  flugelhom  throughout  the 
night)  unleashed  an  astonish- 
ingly resourceful  solo  onThe- 
lonious  Monk's  I Mean  You. 
double-time  runs  flying  over 
Tracey’s  interrogatory 
arpeggios,  sly  walking  bass  ef- 
fects and  prodding  chords. 

The  pianist  then  demon- 
strated exactly  why  he  has 
been  a hero  (often  an  unsung 
one)  of  the  British  jazz  scene 
for  half  a century  in  a ballad 
solo  of  woodpecker  tappings, 
clustered  runs  so  impacted  as 
to  sound  liquid,  repeated  slurs 
and  suddenly  whispered  de- 
scending harmonies  that  was 
an  object  lesson  in  lateral  use 
of  the  piano's  resources. 

All  three  players  came 
together  to  close  the  first  set 
and  joined  again  at  the  end  of 
the  second,  after  Tracey  and 
Parker  bad  delivered  a com- 
pletely contrasting  investiga- 
tion into  free  improvisation. 
They  oscillated  between  jazzy 
melodic  conversation  and  ten- 
nis match  exchanges  of 
sharply-struck  chords  and 
hollow  tenor  sax  exclama- 
tions. seamless  soprano  sax 
odysseys  that  bordered  uncan- 
nily on  a kind  of  abstract 
Celtic  music,  and  a joint  abil- 
ity to  stop  on  a sixpence  that 
was  all  but  psychic. 

Presencer  joined  them  and 
turned  out  to  be  as  imagina- 
tive a free  player  as  Kenny 
Wheeler  in  earlier  years;  an 
evening  jammed  with  unpre- 
meditatedly  thrilling  music. 


1 6 British  airports  ‘have  no 
hi-tech  baggage  security’ 


Richard  Norton-Tayfor 


THE  Department  of  Trans- 
port acknowledged  yester- 
day that  nearly  half  of  Brit- 
ain’s airports  lack  up-to-date 
baggage  screening 

equipment. 

A report  by  David  Lord,  the 
department’s  head  of  trans- 
port security  and  a former 
MT5  officer,  has  found  that  16 


of  the  country's  33  airports  do 
not  screen  all  hold  baggage. 

The  department  says  that 
for  security  reasons  it  will 
not  name  the  airports  which 
have  yet  to  install  adequate 
numbers  oF  machines.  These 
include  the  CTX  5000  which 
can  detect  Semtex. 

A DoT  spokesman  said  it 
was  up  to  individual  airports 
to  decide  what  screening 
equipment  to  buy. 


Hostile  £766m  deal  would  put  one-third  of  England’s  electricity  supply  into  hands  of  American  firms 

US  bid  for  power  company 


Chris  Batrfe 

Business  Correspondent 


AN  AMERICAN  gen- 
erating company 
launched  a hostile 
£766  million  bid  for 
Northern  Electric 
yesterday,  which  could  leave  a 
third  of  England’s  power  sup- 
ply firms  in  American  bands. 

The  bid  would  offer  North- 
ern directors  the  prospect  of 
windfall  gains  from  share 
options  worth  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  pounds. 

As  Nebraska-based  Cal- 
Energy  launched  its  630p  a 
share  offer  for  the  Newcastle- 
based  company,  shares 
surged  in  other  power  compa- 
nies on  the  back  of  City  specu- 
lation that  other  overseas  bid- 
ders are  also  poised  to  launch 
takeovers  before  the  general 
election. 

The  speculation  came  de- 
spite indications  that  the  Gov- 
ernment is  taking  a tougher 
line  on  utility  takeovers.  Last 
Friday  Ian  Lang,  the  Trade 
and  Industry  Secretary, 
blocked  the  battle  between 
Severn  Trent  and  Wessex 
Water  to  snap  up  South  West 
Water. 

Northern  rejected  the  bid, 
claiming  that  its  board  had 


4 die  as 

gales 

strike 


ATHREE-year-old  boy 
was  orphaned  yester- 
day as  four  people 
died  in  gales  which  lashed 
much  of  the  country,  writes 
Nick  Var ley. 

Luke  Holliday  was  in  the 
back  of  a car  driven  by  Us 
father.  Paul,  near  their 
home  near  Bradford,  West 
Yorkshire,  when  a 30ft  tree 
toppled  on  to  iL 
Mr  Holliday,  aged  33.  and 
his  partner,  Elaine  Bell,  39. 
died  at  the  scene.  The  boy 
was  treated  for  minor 
injuries. 

In  Wales  two  anglers  died 
after  being  swept  oat  to  sea. 
Coastguards  recovered  the 
body  of  Paul  Jones,  aged  25. 
who  was  swept  from  a pier 
at  Swansea  West  Dock  on 
Sunday  night.  Another  fish- 
erman, aged  24,  was  swept 
away  on  Saturday  near 
Ogmore-by-Sea,  Mid 
Glamorgan. 

Last  night  forecasters 
warned  that  worse  may 
come  as  winds  of  more  than 
80mph  were  recorded  off 
the  Welsh  coast. 

A London  Weather  Cen- 
tre spokesman  said:  “There 
will  be  gusts  even  higher 
than  that  running  through 
the  valleys  and  on  exposed 
hilltops  and  winds  will 
reach  60mph  in  the  north." 


British  power  falls  to  the  Americans 


r„  Northern  Electric 

630p  offered  by  CalEnwgy  and 
*£THHW£,  Peter  Kiewft  Sons’  of  the  US. 

Bid  value  E766  mfl&on.  Previous 
bid  by  Trafalgar  House  lapsed. 


X! 
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Eastern  Group 
075p  a share  offered  by 
Hanson  Group.  Bid  value. 
£2.5  b*on. 


Norwefa  Swalee 

_ £11.50  a share  in  cash  offered  ^ 94°P  a **iarecflaradby 

NORWEB  by  North  West  Water.  Bid  VP  SWALEC  Welsh  Water.  Bid  value. 


by  North  West' 
value,  £1 3 baton. 


£870  mB&an. 


A tarmeo 


Manwsb 

07 5p  a share  offered  by 
Scottish  Power.  Bid  value, 
£1.1  bfiiion. 


Jr,  Seaboard 

635p  a share  offered  by 
Central  and  South  Wesf 
Corporation  of  tite  US.  Sid 
value.  £1.6  bffion. 


Ifkflanda  Electricity 
^ 440p  offered  by  US 
£&  utiHies  Cinergy  and 

GPU.  Bid  value  £1.7  bffion. 


Stmb 

965p  a share 
“ * offered  by  &» 

Southern  Company  ’’ 
of  the  US.  Bid  value. 
£1.1  bffion. 


been  due  to  meet  yesterday 
morning  to  consider  an  infor- 
mal offer  of 700p  a share. 

If  successful,  CalEnergy, 
backed  by  a US  construction 
company  called  Peter  Kiewit 
Sons’  Inc,  will  become  the 
fourth  American  group  to  buy 
an  English  regional  electric- 
ity company. 

Warning  that  the  bid  would 


add  to  uncertainty  for  North- 
ern’s 3,800  employees,  Mike 
Jeram.  head  of  energy  at  the 
Unison  trade  union,  said:  “If 
this  takeover  goes  ahead  it 
will  mean  that  one  third  of 
England’ 55  electricity  compa- 
nies will  be  owned  by 
Americans.” 

With,  the  Government  keen 
to  avoid  "fht  cat"  controversy 


and  foreign  takeovers  in  the 
utilities  in  the  runup  to  the 
election.  CalEnergy  added  to 
the  controversy  by  admitting 
it  had  taken  into  account 
Labour’s  plans  for  a windfall 
tax  in  arriving  at  its  valua- 
tion for  the  company. 

John  Battle,  shadow  energy 
minister.  Mid  companies  and 

the  City  were  already  con- 


cludingthata  windfall  tax  on 
utility  profits  would,  not  dam- 
age the  industries’  strategies. 
He  said:  “They  are  well  able 
to  afford  to  make  a contribu- 
tion to  getting  250,000  young- 
sters bads  to  real  work." 

Mr  Battle  added  that 
Labour  would  take  steps  to 
ensure  US  firms . could  not 
“salt  money  away”  into  other 


accounts  when  It  was  made 
from  regulated  industries 
suchaseiectrtcHy.  ~ 

CalEnergy’s  chairman  and 
chief  executive,  David  -SOM, 
said  job  prospects  forNorth- 
erh  Electric  • employees 
should  be  enhanced  by  the 
takeover, which  was  aimed  at 
building  up  thegroup’s  Over- 
seas businesses:  • ..v- 

, Although  Northern’s  l_5 
million  consumers  across  the 
North-East  were  to  be  offered 
no  direct  benefit,  Mr  ^Sofcol 
said  they  would;  do  better 
under  CatEnetgy’s  strategy  of 
boosting  efficiency  and  cut- 
ting the  cost  of  power. 

. But  the  bid  was-  opposed  by 
the  National  Consumer  Cbun- 
-cfl.  which  called  on  Mr  Lang 
to  refer  It  to  the  Monopolies 
and  Mergers  Commission  on 
the.  grounds  that  it  appeared 
to  be- against  the  public 
interest’ 

CalEnergy  builds  and  oper- 
ates power  stations  in  file  US, 
Indonesia  and  the  Philippines 
with  assets  of  -$3J>  billion 
(£235  bfilidn).  Mr  Sokol  has 
pursued  an  aggressive  expan- 
sion strategy  at  the  little- 
known.  company,  raising  its 
market  value  from  $200  mil- 
lion to  SL9  billion  today. 


Raider  facmbattia,  page  12 


Storms  lash  the  Bournemouth  seafront  yesterday.  The  London  Weather  Centre  warned  that  worse  may  come 
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Rugby  tackle  led  to  death 


John  Duncan 
Sports  Correspondent 


AN  OXFORD  University 
rugby  player  who  sus- 
tained serious  head  in- 
juries during  a match  at  the 
weekend  died  at  the  National 
Hospital  for  Neurology  and 
Neurosurgery  In  London,  it 
emerged  yesterday. 

Ian  Tucker,  aged  23,  died 
after  tackling  a Saracens 
player  who  was  scoring  a try. 
The  [Saracens]  player  was 
diving  over  the  line  and  Ian 
was  caught  underneath  him 
as  the  player  landed  on  the 
ground."  said  Steve  HU1, 
director  of  rugby  at  Oxford 
University. 

Mr  Tucker’s  death  high- 
lights the  feet  that  rugby  is 
the  most  dangerous  sport  in 
Britain.  A Sports  Council  sur- 
vey In  1991  found  50  "substan- 
tive" injuries  per  1,000  occa- 
sions of  participation. 

There  are  up  to  12  cases  of 
‘catastrophic’’  injuries  in 


lan  Tucker . . . suffered 
serious  head  injuries 

rugby  every  year,  according 
to  Greg  McLatchie.  director  of 
the  National  Sports  Medicine 
Unit  At  least  13  British  rugby 
players  have  died  since  1970. 
although  some  deaths  have 
been  heart-related.  The  rugby 
authorities  have  changed 
some  rules  to  reduce  the  risk 
of  serious  injury. 


Mr  Tucker,  who  was  bom 
in  South  Africa,  had  been 
tipped  to  win  a place  in 
Oxford's  team  for  the  Varsity 
Match  against  Cambridge  on 
December  10,  having  im- 
pressed officials  after  arriv- 
ing from  Sydney  University. 
He  had  appeared  for  New 
South  Wales  up  to  under-21 
level  and  he  represented  Aus- 
tralia under- 19s  against  New 
Zealand  in  1992. 

There  will  be  a minute’s 
silence  for  the  player  before 
the  Australia  v Scotland  A 
match  on  Saturday.  "We  are 
very  saddened  by  the  news,” 
said  Peter  Falk,  manager  of 
the  Australian  team.  “Some 
of  the  players  in  the  squad 
knew  him  and  played  with 
him.” 

Oxford  University  will  be 
playing  their  traditional  fix- 
ture against  Major  Stanley’s 
XV  tomorrow  as  planned.  “It 
is  the  wish,  of  Ian’s  family 
that  the  fixture  will  take  place 
as  planned,"  a university 
spokesperson  said. 


New  health  scare  as  Yeltsin  cancels  meetings 


David  Hearst  In  Moscow 


DOCTORS  treating  Presi- 
dent Boris  Yeltsin  yester- 
day abruptly  cancelled  his 
scheduled  meetings  this 
week,  up  to  a month  before  he 
is  due  to  undergo  surgery  for 
heart  bypass. 

The  Kremlin  said  this 
would  enable  him  to  have  a 
’special  regime”  of  pre-opera- 
tive tests.  But  it  did  not  say 
what  the  tests  were,  or  set  a 
date  for  the  operation. 

Sergei  Yastrzhembsky,  the 
president’s  spokesman,  said 
the  doctors  had  ordered  com- 
plete rest  while  Mr  Yeltsin 
undergoes  the  tests  and  that 
his  meetings  with  Viktor 
Chernomyrdin,  the  prime 
minister,  would  be  cancelled. 
The  preparations  have 


entered  their  final  stage. 
Everything  is  proceeding  as 
normal,”  he  said. 

But  it  is  known  that  these 
meetings  were  still  on  sched- 
ule up  to  four  days  ago. 

Successive  visitors  to  Mr 
Yeltsin’s  bedside  in  bis  sana- 
torium, outside  Moscow,  have 
commented  on  his  mental 
agility.  These  statements 
helped  to  persuade  a sceptical 
and  feuding  political  elite  that 
he  was  still  controlling  the 
levers  of  power. 

The  feet  that  the  meetings 
have  been  cancelled  could 
mean  either  that  the  tests  are 
more  serious  than  have  been 
admitted,  or  he  is  about  to 
have  his  operation,  much 
sooner  than  expected. 

Michael  DeBakey,  the  emi- 
nent American  cardiologist, 
was  quoted  by  an  Italian 


newspaper  as  saying  no  com- 
plications had  been  found  and 
the  operation  would  go  ahead 
in  the  last  two  weeks  of 
November. 

"If  there  are  no  complica- 
tions — and  I repeat,  there 
are  none  right  now  — the  op- 
eration will  take  place  at  the 
end  of  November,"  he  told  the 
Rome-based  Corriere  della 
Sera  yesterday. 

He  said  doctors  had  cured 
anaemia  caused  by  intestinal 
haemorrhages.  He  added  that 
the  left  ventricle  of  the  heart 
was  the  main  risk  to  the 
operation. 

However,  a month  ago, 
Renat  Akchurin,  the  Russian 
surgeon  beading  the  operat- 
ing team,  said  the  contractive 
function  of  the  heart  had 
improved,  reducing  the  risk 
of  an  operation. 
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..A  letter  from  Einstein  to  his  first  wife  Mileva  (pictured),  one  of  the  55  which  are  expected  to  fetch  £2  million  at  auction  next  month 

Letters  reveal  fickle,  sentimental  Einstein 


.John  Ezard 

Jk  LBERT  EINSTEIN'S 
" #\  sentimental  but 
A"*  transient  feelings 
m-  mfbr  his  first  wife  and 
their  premarital  love-child 
.are  disclosed  in  letters  to  be 
auctioned  in  New  York 
next  month. 

The  correspondence,  ex- 
pected to  fetch  £2  million, 
shows  the  great  physicist's 
copious  affection  for  his 
.first  child,  LieserL  Yet  he 
and  his  wife,  Mileva,  were 
to  abandon  her  within 
months  to  a life  which 
remains  unknown.  He 
never  referred  to  her  again. 

He  uses  a similar  tone 
r-  With  Mileva  — and  used  it 
•_ again  when  he  became  j 
f' close  to  his  second  wife,  his 
cousin  Elsa,  10  years  later. 

£■:  Lieserl’s  existence  was 
;nnknowu  until  scholars 
found  the  55  letters  from 
; 'MUeva  in  a family  archive 
• of  500  papers  in  a Los  Ange- 
: les  bank  vault  in  1986.  They 
. are  being  sold  by  descen- 
dants of  the  couple. 

Einstein  met  Mileva,  who 
was  Serbian,  as  a fellow 


I'  >- 


n- 
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Mileva  with  Eduard,  left,  and  Hans  Albert,  whom  she  bore  to  Einstein  (right)  after  their  first  child  was  apparently  given  up 


physics  student  at  Zurich 
Polytechnic.  She  helped 
him  substantially  with  his 
studies  on  relativity.  They 
lived  together,  although 
Einstein's  mother  warned 
of  disaster  if  she  became 
pregnant. 

Lieserl  was  born  in  1902, 
when  he  was  23.  Einstein, 
who  was  not  with  her  at  the 
time,  wrote:  “Now  you  see 


that  it  really  is  a Lieserl, 
just  as  you  wished.  Is  she 
healthy,  and  does  she  cry 
properly? 

“What  are  her  eyes  like? 
Which  one  of  us  does  she 
more  resemble?  Who  is 
giving  her  milk?  Is  she 
hungry? 

“I  love  her  so  much  and 
don't  even  know  her  yeti” 

But  when  Mileva 


returned  to  Switzerland 
months  after  the  birth,  she 
came  alone.  Felix  Oyens,  a 
London  specialist  for  auc- 
tioneers Christies,  said: 
“They  gave  her  up,  presum- 
ably for  adoption,  although 
no  one  is  sure.” 

Einstein’s  last  reference 
to  their  daughter  came  in  a 
letter  written  when  Mileva 
was  in  Serbia,  pregnant 


with  their  second  child. 
“Pm  not  In  the  least  bit 
angry  that  poor  DolLie 
[Mileva]  is  batching  a new 
chick,”  he  wrote.  “In  fact 
I’m  happy  about  it  and  had 
already  given  some  thought 
to.  whether  1 shouldn’t  see 
to  it  that  you  get  a new 
LieserL 

*Tm  very  sorry  about 
what  has  befallen  LieserL 


Jack  Tinker,  perfectly  cast  critic  and  friend  of  British  theatre,  dies  aged  58 


J ^ 


Jack  Tinker  - . . ’evangelist 
but  no  pushover* 


| Dan  Glalster 
Arts  Correspondent 

JACK  Tinker,  the  Dally 
Mail  critic  and  one  of  the 
best-known  figures  in  British 
theatre,  died  yesterday  at  the 
age  of  58.  It  is  understood  he 
I had  a heart  attack  in  hospital 
alter  being  taken  UI  with 
asthma  at  his  Brighton  home 
on  Sunday  night 
Mr  Tinker  was  the  Daily 
Mail's  theatre  critic  for  25 
years,  writing  daily  reviews 
for  page  three. 

He  was  bom  in  Oldham, 
attending  Hulme  Grammar 
School  for  Boys  before  enter- 
ing journalism  as  a reporter 


on  the  Surrey  Advertiser. 
From  there  he  joined  the 
Brighton  Evening  Argus  as  a 
film  and  theatre  critic  before 
moving  to  the  Dally  Sketch  as 
a feature  writer  in  1970.  The 
Mail  and  the  Sketch  merged 
and  the  following  year  he 
became  theatre  critic  on  the 
Daily  Mail 

Theatre  imgressario  Cam- 
eron Mackintosh,  who  knew 
j Mr  Tinker  well,  said  last 
night  “He  was  probably  one 
of  my  longest  closest  blends 
in  theatre.  He  was  a friend, 
confidant  and  critic  — a curi- 
ous mix." 

Sir  Andrew  Lloyd  Webber 
said:  "Jack  was  one  of  the  few 
people  who  remained  a true 


friend  whilst  being  a totally 
impartial  critic.  He  passion- 
ately cared  for  the  theatre." 

Richard  Eyre,  director  of 
the  Royal  National  Theatre, 
who  knew  Mr  Tinker  for  25 
years,  also  paid  tribute.  "He 
was  perfectly  cast  He  really 
understood  his  audience  and 
what  he  was  writing  about 
He  was  an  evangelist  a propa- 
gandist and  an  enthusiast  but 
he  wasn't  a pushover.  It 
would  be  quite  unfair  to  char- 
acterise him  as  someone  who 
was  indiscriminately  in  love 
with  the  theatre.” 

Mr  Eyre  also  expressed  ad- 
miration for  Mr  Tinker’s  abil- 
ity to  dress  appropriately  for 
the  theatre.  loved  the  way 


he  dressed  in  the  character  of 
the  show.  He  would  dress  up 
if  it  was  a musical,  and  dress 
down  if  It  was  something 
gritty." 

The  Daily  Mail's  deputy 
managing  editor.  Garth  Bur- 
den, said:  “He  was  a wonder- 
ful journalist  and  will  be 
sadly  missed  here.  He  was  a 
very  approachable  person 
and  did  a wonderful  job  for 
the  newspaper." 

Mr  Tinker  had  just 
returned  from  a trip  to  New 
York,  from  where  be  had  filed 
a report  on  Broadway.  On  the 
return  journey,  he  performed 
his  one-man  show.  An  Eve- 
ning With  Jack  Tinker,  on  the 
0152- 


Fell  ow  critic  Michael 
Coveney  of  the  Observer  said 
yesterday:  “Critic  dies,  a 
nation  mourns  may  sound 
funny,  but  Jack  embodied 
some  sort  of  spirit  in  the 
theatre.  He  was  an  hysteri- 
cally funny  man.  He  was 
always  immaculately  turned 
out  He  used  to  be  dressed  by 
Mothercare  and  Miss  Sel- 
fridge, and  then  one  day  he 
turned  up  in  Jean-Paul 
Gaultier." 

Mr  Tinker,  who  wrote  sev- 
eral books  as  well  as  his  jour- 
nalistic duties,  is  survived  by 
two  daughters  and  his  former 
wife. 

Obituary,  page  tO 
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Home  town 
universities 
considered 


James  Blefkle 


Thousands  more 

students  would  start 
their  university 
courses  at  local  fur- 
ther education  colleges  under 
proposals  being  studied  by  a 
government-appointed  in- 
quiry into  higher  education. 

They  might  spend  up  to  two 
years  on  home  town  cam- 
puses. often  reading  for  new 
"associate  degrees",  before 
completing  their  studies  else- 
where or  seeking  work  with 
job-orientated  qualifications. 

Ministers  want  to  reverse 
the  trend  for  degree-level 
courses  becoming  the  norm 
in  the  higher  education  sys- 
tem. while  Labour  believes 
the  ideas  could  mean  renewed 
expansion  without  huge  extra 
costs  subsidising  students  liv- 
ing away  from  home. 

A team  working  for  the  in- 
quiry, headed  by  Sir  Ron 
Dearing.  the  Government’s 
education  Mr  Fixit.  is  m the 
United  States  studying  stan- 
dards of  its  two-year  associate 
degrees  and  four-year  hon- 
ours degrees,  their  value  on 
the  job  market,  and  the  trans- 
fer of  students  between  differ- 
ent types  of  institution. 

The  number  of  students  in 
higher  education  has  doubled 
in  Britain  over  the  last  10 
years  to  more  than  1.6  mil- 
lion. Postgraduate  student 
numbers  have  more  than 
trebled  to  350.000.  and  those 
on  undergraduate  degree 
courses  have  more  than 
doubled  to  more  than  one  mil- 
lion- However,  those  on  sub- 
degree courses.  274,000.  have 
hardly  changed,  accounting 
for  only  one  in  six  students. 

The  Government  has  tempo- 
rarily halted  expansion,  with 
about  one  in  three  18  to  22- 
year-olds  having  some  higher 
education.  But  it  aims  for  40 
per  cent  participation  rates,  I 


It's  so  easy  to  softer  lasting 
effects  from  scarlet  fever. 
As  what  is  the  child  regis- 
tered? We  most  take  pre- 
cautions that  problems 
don’t  arise  for  her  later." 

Since  her  birth  was  dis- 
covered, Einstein  scholars 
have  worked  in  vain  to  dis- 
cover her  fate. 

Einstein  during  this  time 
called  Mileva  “my  dear  kit- 
ten", “my  dearest  little 
child”  and  most  frequently 
"my  dear  sweetheart”.  He 
wrote:  “When  I am  not 
with  yon  I feel  as  If  I'm  not 
whole. 

“1*11  be  so  happy  and 
prond  when  we  live 
together  and  can  bring  our 
work  on  relative  motion  to 
successful  conclusion.” 

But  by  1912  he  was  tell- 
ing Elsa  he  loved  her.  “1 
have  to  have  someone  to 
love,  otherwise  life  is  mis- 
erable. And  this  someone  is 
you.”  1 

When  the  family  moved 
to  Berlin,  Mileva  hated  the 
city  and  was  rejected  by 
Einstein's  mother.  In  1917 
Elsa  moved  in  to  care  for 
him.  He  later  divorced 
Mileva  and  married  Elsa. 


with  further  growth  in  the 
number  of  mature  students. 

Ministers,  in  their  submis- 
sion to  the  Dearing  inquiry, 
called  for  a dramatic  increase 
in  sub-degree  work. 

The  US  has  well-established 
links  between  two-year  junior, 
community  colleges  and  tech- 
nical colleges,  liberal  arts  col- 
leges and  universities  offering 
four-year  courses,  and  profes- 
sional colleges  and  research 
and  graduate  schools. 

Any  attempt  to  borrow 
American  methods  of  mass 
higher  education  would  in- 
volve changing  the  status  of 
farther  education  colleges  in 
Britain.  Only  5 per  cent  of 
their  students  study  for 
higher  level  qualifications, 
few  to  degree  level,  and  while 
some  links  are  developing 
between  the  colleges  and  uni- 
versities. they  are  nothing 
like  as  established. 

Bryan  Davies,  the  shadow 
spokesman  for  higher  educa- 
tion. said:  "Dearing  would  not 
be  fulfilling  its  obligations  if 
it  wen?  not  casting  its  net 
widely  for  interesting  devel- 
opments and  ideas  for  ex- 
panding education  opportu- 
nity and  making  it.  in  certain 
areas,  more  cost-effective.” 

Labour  bas  already  sug- 
gested a year  of  study  at  a 
home  university  followed  by 
completion  of  courses  else- 
where could  keep  down  costs 
and  reduce  pressure  on  uni- 
versity accommodation. 

The  Association  of  Colleges 
expressed  its  support  for  the 
Dearing  study  while  David 
Melville,  chief  executive  of 
the  Further  Education  Fund- 
ing Council  for  England,  said 
the  expansion  into  more  ad- 
vanced courses  should  build 
on  the  colleges’  traditions  of 
helping  older,  part-time,  more 
job-orientated  students. 

Two-track  minds,  Q2 
Education,  page  11. 


Willetts  hearing 
to  be  televised 


David  Hencke 

Westminster  Correspondent 

THE  Government  agreed 
to  go  ahead  with  the 
televising  of  high-flying 
junior  minister  David  Wil- 
letts in  the  cash  for  questions 
affair,  despite  protests  from 
Tory  MPs  last  night. 

The  Commons  Standards 
and  Privileges  Committee  de- 
cided to  have  a televised  hear- 
ing on  November  ll  after  ask- 
ing the  Government  to  hand 
over  memoranda  from  the 
Whips  Office  next  week. 

Mr  Willetts  will  face  ques- 
tions over  a memo  he  wrote 
about  trying  to  influence  an 
investigation  into  whether 
Neil  Hamilton,  the  disgraced 
former  trade  minister,  had 
taken  cash  from  Mohammed 
Al-Fayed,  the  owner  of  Har- 
rods.  Mr  Willetts,  then  a 
junior  whip,  suggested  the 
committee  could  use  its  Tory 
majority  to  smother  the  affair 
or  stop  the  inquiry  because  of 
the  then  impending  libel  case 
against  the  Guardian. 

The  committee  will  today 
publish  a report  showing  bow 
it  Intends  to  handle  the  in- 
quiry and  what  assistance  Sir 
Gordon  Downey,  the  Parlia- 
mentary Commissioner  for 
Standards,  will  receive  to  in- 
vestigate the  MPs  involved. 

Two  MPs.  Sir  David  Mitch- 
ell and  Sir  Archie  Hamilton, 
had  to  leave  the  proceedings 
while  MPs  discussed  their  im- 


partiality. Sir  David  is  under- 
stood to  have  made  it  clear  he 
bad  no  brief  for  Neil  Hamil- 
ton, his  parliamentary  pri- 
vate secretary. 

Labour  MP  Dale  Campbell 
Savours  was  asked  to  com- 
ment on  claims  he  was  pro  Mr 
A1  Fayed  following  a com- 
plaint to  the  Speaker  yester- 
day by  Tory  MP  David  Shaw, 
whose  Dover  constituency 
association  took  £500  from  lob- 
byists Ian  Greer  Associates. 

Mr  Shaw,  a dose  friend  of 
David  Allen,  the  head  of  cou- 
rier company  DHL,  which  do- 
nated the  cash  to  Ian  Greer, 
raised  questions  about  the 
tabling  of  58  motions  by  Mr 
Campbell  Savours  which,  he 
said,  benefitted  the  Harrods 
l boss  in  his  battle  with  Tiny 
Rowland.  "I  wonder  if  it 
would  be  of  concern  to  you 
and  your  office  if  a member  of 
the  Standards  and  Privileges 
Committee  had  taken  a very 
strong  position  in  the  battle 
between  Tiny  Rowland  and  A1 
Fayed  and  had  put  down  58 
Early  Day  Motions  on  one 
side.  Mr  A1  Fayed's?  In  those 
circumstances,  would  it  not  be 
in  the  interests  of  the  Com- 
mons if  that  member  did  stand 
down  from  the  committee?” 

Mr  Campbell  Savours  said: 
“The  complaint  was  a blatant 
attempt  to  nobble  the  jury,  in- 
spired by  Ian  Greer,  to  ensure 
an  unfair  hearing.  [It]  is  pre- 
posterous given  these  mo- 
tions were  In  public  and  I 
never  met  Mr  A1  Fayed." 
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News  in  brief 


John  Ezard  on  the  Man  Who  Never  Was 


Raped  girl  seized 
in  high  street 


A 15-YEAR-OLD  girl  was  receiving  counselling  as  police 
bunted  three  men  who  abducted  her  as  she  walked  onahigh 
street  In  the  Kings  Heath  area  of  Birmingham  and  raped  her 
repeatedly  during  a 12-bour  ordeaL 
The  girl  from  West  Heath,  was  approached  by  three  males  in 
their  mid  to  late  20s  who  began  making  "derogatory  remarks" 
before  she  was  bundled  screaming  into  a four-door  car  by  the 
men  who  drove  off  from  the  busy  shopping  street.  She  was 
taken  to  an  unknown  building  and  raped  by  all  three  men 
before  being  thrown  out  of  the  vehicle  in  the  Northfield  area  12 
hours  later  at  3.30am.  A West  Midlands  Police  spokesman 
described  the  incident  as  a "horrendous  attack  on  a lone  young 
girl  in  broad  daylight". 


£7,000  for  neck  pain 


A WOMAN  whose  neck  problem  was  aggravated  by  her  work 
checking  lingerie  was  yesterday  awarded  £7.000  High  Court  dam- 
ages. Olivine  Jacobs,  aged  56.  of  Eaton  Socon,  Cambridgeshire, 
had  rfatmad  that  her  job  as  a garment  examiner  for  Cortaulds 
Textiles  (Holdings)  Ltd  at  their  factory  at  St  Neats.  Cambridge- 
shire, led  to  persistent  neck  pain  which  forced  her  to  give  up  worts 
in  January  1990. 

Mr  Justice  Rougier  said  that  her  existing  condition  of  cervical 
spondylosis  was  mainly  to  blame  but  her  employers  were  at  fault 
in  not  doing  all  they  could  to  help  when  her  neck  problems 
became  plain.  The  damages  included  £2,000  for  pain  and  suffering 
with  the  balance  made  up  oflrat  wages. 


Mother  and  children  die 


POLICE  are  treating  as  suicide  the  death  of  23-year-old  Diane 
Larmour  whose  body  was  found  with  those  ofher  son  Matthew, 
five,  and  four-year  old  daughter  Rebecca  in  a car  in  a garage  at  a 
house  in  Borrowash,  near  Derby,  yesterday.  Detective  Superin- 
tendent Phil  Harding,  of  Derbysh  ire  police,  said:  “At  this  stage 
there  is  nothing  to  suggest  that  anyone  else  was  involved." 


£1 2m  cannabis  capture 


POLICE  and  customs  officers  say  they  have  halted  a £12  million 
operation  to  smuggle  cannabis  from  North  Africa  after  they 
boarded  a 40ft  British  registered  yacht  Fata  Morgana  in  treacher- 
ous conditions  off  the  coast  of  Cornwall.  Four  men  were  arrested 
on  the  yacht  and  four  waiting  on  the  shore.  There  were  further 
related  arrests  in  Bristol,  Cheltenham,  Hull  and  London. 
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Michael's  grave  in  Spain  (left)  and  identity  card  (bottom  right)  carry  the  name  Major  Willi  am  Martin-  Now  Michael's  identity  has  been  revealed  and  a death  certificate  (top  right)  issued. 


Car  family  saved 


A QUALIFIED  ltfesaver  Susan  Walters.  35,  helped  keep  a family 
afloat  for  20  minutes  after  they  escaped  from  their  car  which  had 
plunged  off  a dock  into  60  feet  of  water  during  a force  six  gate  at 
Exmouth,  Devon.  The  driver,  a businessman  Paul  Nightgale,  his 
wife  Ann  and  their  11 -year-old  daughter.  Ann,  were  treated  in 
hospital  for  shock. 


Mystery  warrior  identified 


Last  chapter  is  written  in  one  of 
wartime’s  strangest  deceptions 


Circus’s  London  drive 


CIRQUE  DU  SOLEIL.  a Canadian  circus  which  uses  no  perform- 
ing animals,  is  planning  a recruitment  drive  in  London  for  125 
people  to  perform  in  four  different  shows  across  three  continents. 
The  circus,  combines  athleticism  with  showmanship. 


ONE  of  the  linger- 
ing mysteries  of 
the  second  world 
war  — the  iden- 
tity of  The  Man 
Who  Never  Was  — has  been 
solved  by  the  persistence  of 
an  amateur  researcher. 

The  man  was  Glyndwr 
Michael,  aged  34,  a homeless, 
mentally  ill  Welshman  who 
killed  himself  with  rat  poison 
53  years  ago.  His  body  was 
used  in  a British  Intelligence 
operation  which  misled  Nazi 
Germany  and  saved  thou- 
sands of  British  lives  in  the 
allied  conquest  of  Italy. 

Only  three  men  — one  of 
them  Winston  Churchill  — 


Boost  for  bitterns 


THE  European  Commission  is  expected  to  inject  more  than  £1 
million  into  a project  to  secure  the  future  of  the  bittern,  one  of 
Britain's  rarest  birds,  by  repairing  and  restoring  marshland  and 
reed  beds  in  East  Anglian  areas  like  Minsmere,  Suffolk,  where  the 
birds  have  their  stronghold. 

The  number  of  male  birds  is  unknown,  but  at  least  22  different 
males,  who  utter  a characteristic  booming  sound,  have  been 
identified  by  computer  print-outs  of  the  pitch  of  the  calls. 


knew  who  he  was,  although 
the  exploit  featured  in  a best- 
selling book  and  a film,  both 
called  The  Man  Who  Never 
Was,  in  the  1950s. 

Now  his  name  and  his 
grave,  under  a false  military 
identity  in  Spain,  have  been 
traced.  They  were  discovered 
by  Roger  Morgan,  a London 
council  official  and  amateur 
historian  who  became  fasci- 
nated by  the  mystery  more 
than  SO  years  ago. 

Mr  Morgan -Said  yesterday 
that  he  had  spent  "thousands 
of  hours"  in  the  Public  Re- 
cords Office,  going  every 
month  for  a decade  to  scan 
newly  released  papers.  He 


found  the  name  in  a govern- 
ment document  on  deception 
operations.  "It  was  an  incred- 
ible moment,"  he  said. 

Glyndwr  Michael  was  born 
illegitimate  in  Aberbargoed. 
Mid-Glamorgan.  Unemployed, 
he  moved  to  London  and  lived 
as  a tramp.  He  was  rejected 
for  war  service  as  mentally 
11L  On  January  28  he  ate  phos- 
phorous poison  in  a ware- 
house and  died.  The  verdict 
was  suicide. 

His  body  attracted  attention 
because  the  coroner  knew 
through  a friend,  the  forensic 
: pathologist  Sir  Bernard  Spils- 
bury,  that  naval  intelligence 
was  seeking  a corpse.  It  had 
to  be  of  a man  in  his  m!d-30s 
whose  cause  of  death  could  be 
confused  with  drowning.  Mi- 
. chael's  remains  became  the 
centrepiece  of  Operation 
Mincemeat  a scheme  to  con- 
vince Germany  that  the  flilfes 
would  invade  Nazi  Europe 
through  Greece  or  Sardinia 
rather  than  Sicily. 

Packed  in  dry  ice,  Michael 
was  taken  from  Hackney  mor- 
tuary, put  aboard  a sub- 
marine, then  cast  into  the  sea 
near  Gibraltar.  Chained  to  his 
wrist  was  a briefcase  with 
forged  official  papers  hinting 
at  bogus  landings.  In  his  wal- 
let were  marks  of  a successful 
life  he  never  had,  including  a 
a snapshot  of  a fiancee  in  a 
swimsuit.  These  named  him 
as  Major  William  Martin. 

The  body  was  found  by  a 
Spanish  fisherman.  The  docu- 
ments reached  German  au- 
thorities in  Madrid.  Within  | 
days  Britain  knew  that  the  1 
German  high  command 
thought  the  papers  genuine.  | 
MI5  cabled  Churchill:  i 
'Mincemeat  swallowed  rod,  | 


line  and  sinker". 

Germany  redeployed  troops 
from  eastern  Sicily  to  Sar- 
dinia. The  invasion  of  Sicily, 
eight  months  after  Michael's 
death,  was  bitterly  contested, 
but  successfUL 

The  operation  stayed  offi- 
cially secret  But  in  1350  Duff 
Cooper,  a former  ministerial 
friend  of  Churchill-  published  , 
a novel.  Operation  Heart- 1 
break,  giving  unmistakable 
details  of  Mincemeat  , 

Threatened  with  prosecu- 
tion, Cooper  hit  back  by 
threatening  to  name  Chur- 
chill as  a source.  The  security 
services  decided  to  limit  dam- 
age by  publishing  their  ver- 
sion. Barrister  and  later 
judge  Ewen  Montagu,  a key 
operative  in  Operation 
Mincemeat,  wrote  the  book  in 
a weekend.  It  sold  two  million 
copies. 

The  war's  other  big  decep- 
tion operations  — - Enigma, 
the  use  of  a double  for  Field 
Marshal  Montgomery,  the 
pretence  of  D-Day  landings  in 
the  Pas  de  Calais  — were  dis- 
closed decades  ago. 

"One  Is  left  wondering 
what  all  the  secrecy  was  for," 
Roger  Morgan  said.  Ewen 
Montagu  wrote  that  Michael's 
parents  had  sworn  him  to 
silence  about  his  name. 

This  secrecy  has,  however, 
deprived  his  family  of  the 
public  respect  which  his  post- 
humous role  might  have  in- 
spired. Mr  Morgan  has  been 
able  to  find  the  name  of  only 
one  family  member,  Mi- 
chael's sister  Doris,  born  at 
Tafs  Well  in  1911.  He  Is  eager 
to  trace  her  or  her  descen- 
dants and  to  see  that  her 
brother's  true  name  is  in- 
scribed on  his  headstone. 
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The  document  which  revealed,  the  identity  of  Glyndwr 
Michael  — man  who  never  was  photoraws;  after  the  battle 


1 6 British  airports  ‘have  no  Motorists  go  down  memory  lane 
hi-tech  baggage  security’  as  M25  celebrates  1 0 years 


Richard  Norton-Taylor 


■jpHi  Department  of  Trans- 
I port  acknowledged  yester- 
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■ port  acknowledged  yester- 
day that  nearly  half  of  Brit- 
ain's airports  lack  up-tod  ate 
baggage  screening  equipment 
but  said  security  procedures 
were  well  in  advance  of  those 
in  other  countries,  including 
the  United  States. 

A report  by  David  Lord,  the 
department’s  head  of  trans- 
port security  and  a former 
Mis  officer,  has  found  that  16 
of  the  country’s  33  airports  do 
not  screen  all  bold  baggage. 

The  department  says  that 
for  security  reasons  it  will 
not  name  the  airports  which 
have  yet  to  install  adequate 
numbers  of  machines.  These 
include  the  CTX  5000,  costing 
about  £650.000.  which  X-rays 
luggage  and  can  detect  Sem- 
tex  and  RDX  explosives. 

A spokesman  for  the  Brit- 
ish Airports  Authority  said 
that  all  transfer  baggage  — 
the  source  of  the  bomb  which 

blew  up  the  PanAm  jumbo 

over  Lockerbie  in  1988  — was 


screened  at  its  seven  airports. 
Hold  baggage  going  to  "high 
risk"  destinations,  mainly  the 
Middle  East  is  screened,  as  is 
baggage  destined  for 
countries  which  security  ser- 
vices  advise  are  terrorist 
targets. 

The  BAA  runs  Heathrow, 
Gatwick,  Stans  ted.  Southamp- 
ton, Edinburgh,  Glasgow  and 
Aberdeen  airports. 

A Department  of  Transport 
spokesman  said  it  was  up  to 
individual  airports  to  decide 
what  screening  equipment  to 
buy.  He  said  17  airports  had 
already  installed  equipment 
to  screen  £01  baggage. 

"British  international  air- 
ports have  more  baggage- 
screening  machines  than  the 
rest  of  the  world  put 
together,"  he  said. 

In  the  US,  only  San  Fran- 
cisco and  Atlanta  airports  op- 
erate modern  baggage  screen- 
ing equipment 

Airliners  are  responsible 
for  screening  hold  baggage, 
while  airports  are  responsible 
for  screening  passengers  and 
cabin  baggage. 


Ketih  Harper 

Transport  Etfitor 


A MAN  whose  hobby  is 
driving  round  the  M25 


/i  driving  round  the  M25 
will  not  be  able  to  celebrate 
its  10th  anniversary  today 
because  he  is  selling  his  A 
registered  Ford  Fiesta  for  a 
newer.  Easter  model. 

Mark  Reed,  a 21-year-old 
Safeway  counter  assistant 
from  Weymouth,  Dorset, 
cannot  get  enough  of  the 
motorway  most  drivers  love 
to  hate.  Even  the  Govern- 
ment will  today  draw  back 
from  extolling  the  virtues 
of  a 70-mile  stretch  of  road 
which  is  responsible  for 
half  the  country's  motor- 
way congestion. 

“it'll  be  business  as 
usual.  We  really  don’t  want 
to  make  a fuss.”  explained 
the  Highways  Agency. 

Mr  Reed,  who  has  already 
taken  his  mother  on  sev- 
eral 120-mile  shopping  ex- 
peditions round  Britain’s 
most  heavily  used  motor- 
way said:  “There's  no  road 


quite  like  it.  It’s  the  ulti- 
mate driving  experience. 
Ton  have  to  keep  your  wits 
about  you  at  all  times." 

Another  person  prepared 
to  glow  about  the  M25  is 
Kevin  - Delaney,  the-  RAC’s 
traffic  and  road  safety  man- 
ager. ."It  is  a national  assets 
moving  huge  volumes  of 
traffic  vrith  a degree  of  effi- 
ciency that  belies  the  under 
investment  in  candageway 
improvements.” 

Bizarre  incidents-  have 
become'  everyday  occur- 
rences during  Its  difficult 
decade: 

n Grandfather  Willi  am 
Allen,  aged  84,  . spent  two 
days  circling  It  looking  for 
his  daughter’s  home. 

□ Retired  dustman  George 
Tilbury  slept  in  hedges 
after  becoming  lost  on  his 
motorbike  on  a journey  - 
which  should  have  fai»n  SO 
minutes. 

□ A police  car  rested  an 
elderly  woman  cycling  :the 
wrong  way  -down  the  out- 
side lane  at  Godstone, 
Surrey. 
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man  who  died  of  brain  disease 
‘exposed  to  BSE-infected  meat’ 


BRITAIN  5 


David  Sharrock 
Ireland  Correspondent 


A VICTIM  of  a new 
variant  of  the  brain 
disease  CJD  probably 
died  through  expo* 
sure  to  BSE-infected  meat,  a 
Belfast  inquest  concluded 
yesterday. 

The  coroner.  John  Leckey- 
.said  that  while  he  could  not 
go  any  further  than  attribu- 
ting the  cause  of  death  of 
Maurice  Callaghan,  a 30-year- 
old  mechanical  engineer,  to 
CJD,  he  agreed  with  experts' 
views  that  the  disease  was 
linked  to  exposure  to  BSE. 

“It  may  be  that  there  really 
are  no  other  viable  candi- 
dates and  BSE  is  the  front 
runner.  But  I believe  it  would 
be  wrong  for  me  to  state  that 
as  a fact,”  Mr  Leckey  said. 

Clare  Callaghan,  of  west 
Belfast  described  how  her 1 
husband,  a keen  sportsman,  i 
deteriorated  before  he  died  ; 
last  November.  In  the  last 
stages  of  his  illness  he  was 
unable  to  speak  and  required 
24-hour  attention.  Mr  Calla- 
ghan used  to  eat  red  meat  two 
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Maurice  Callaghan  pictured  with  his  daughter  Naimh  and  medical  expert  James  Ironside 


or  three  times  a week,  sbe 
said.  The  first  signs  or  the  ill- 
ness came  in  February  last 
year  wheo  he  became  agitated 
and  was  not  sleeping  well. 
The  family's  GP  prescribed 
beta-blockers  but  his  condi- 
tion deteriorated. 

He  stalled  complaining  of 
pains  in  his  feet  and  became 


forgetful.  Mrs  Callaghan  said 
she  once  found  her  husband 
dressed  and  ready  for  work  in 
the  middle  or  the  night.  In 
July  he  had  to  give  up  work. 

Doctors  first  told  the  family 
they  suspected  CJD  in 
September  when  Mr  Calla- 
ghan became  bedridden  and 
was  unable  to  speak. 


James  Ironside,  one  or  the 
authors  of  research  published 
last  week  which  links  CJD 
with  BSE.  said  that  in  all 
probability  Mr  Callaghan's 
death  was  Linked  to  exposure 
to  BSE.  although  there  was  no 
direct  evidence  to  confirm  it 
“We  researchers  are  fairly 
confident  that  BSE  Is  at  the 


root  of  the  new  variant.  In  the 
light  of  new  evidence,  it  is 
most  likely  that  it  is  linked  to 
exposure  to  BSE  before  the 
offol  ban  was  introduced  in 
1S89,"  he  said. 

Professor  Ironside,  of  the 
National  CJD  Surveillance 
Unit  in  Edinburgh,  said  be 
found  evidence  of  a sponge- 
like change  in  Mr  Callaghan's 
brain,  which  was  consistent 
with  spongiform  encephalop- 
athy. "We  can't  go  any  fur- 
ther than  saying  he  died  of , 
new  variant  CJD.”  I 

After  the  inquest  Mrs  Calla- 
ghan said:  “We  are  very  satis- 
fied. In  coded  words,  be  [the 
coroner]  has  said  it  was  likely 
that  Maurice  died  due  to  ex- 
posure to  BSE.  As  a family  we 
need  to  discuss  where  we  will 
take  this  from  here.” 

Sbe  hoped  firmer  evidence 
would  soon  be  available  to 
confirm  the  link  and  joined 
the  coroner  in  calling  for  a 
test  for  CJD  to  be  developed 
as  a matter  of  urgency. 

Inquests  in  Northern  Ire- 
land do  not  end  in  a verdict. 
The  coroner  gives  a summary 
of  the  circumstances  and 
most  likely  cause  of  death. 


Claire  C-aliaghan  (centre)  echoed  the  coroner  in  calling  for  a CJD  test 
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Storting  up?  In  the  lost  10  gears  NatWest  has  helped 
more  small  businesses  take  off  than  ang  other  bonk. 


Starting  a business  and  making  it  successful 
Isn't  just  a case  o i coming  up  with  a good 
idea.  For  things  to  go  smoothly,  you  also  need 
the  support  of  people  who  really  understand. 

That’s  why  you  should  talk  to  -js  at 
Not  West. 

For  the  last  ten  gears  we  ve  been  the 
first  choice  for  businesses  storting  up.  This 
experience  has  helped  us  develop  a service 


that  provides  you  with  some  of  the  toois  your 
new  business  will  need.  : 

There  is  at  least  one  Small  Business 
Adviser  in  every  high  street  branch,  reody  to 
provide  you  with  the  help  and  guidance  that's 
so  important.  They’ll  talk  you  through  our 
Business  Start-Up  Guide  which  is  full  of  useful 

information. 

And  with  free  banking  for  up  to  IS  months, 

cVNatWest 

More  than  just  a bank 


n 50/c  discount  off  the  cost  of  registering 
your  business  name,  and  discounted  business 
insurance,  now’s  the  perfect  time  to  siori  up 
with  Not  West. 

For  more  information,  pop  into  your  io.ee! 
high  street  branch  or  coll  us  on  0800  777  88 

You’ll  find  if  you  want  your  business" 
idea  to  get  off  the  ground,  we  re  the  people 
to  talk  to. 


Cattle  cull  may 
be  extended 


Stephen  Bates 
In  Luxembourg 

THE  Government  may 
bow  to  European  insis- 
tence on  a selective  cull 
of  up  to  140.000  additional  cat- 
tle at  risk  of  contracting  BSE 
to  have  any  chance  of  lifting 
the  worldwide  beef  export 
ban. 

Up  to  now  the  Government 
has  refused  to  implement  the 
additional  cull  of  younger  cat- 
tle, but  last  night  Douglas 
Hogg,  the  Agriculture  Minis- 
ter, admitted  in  advance  of 
the  EU  agriculture  ministers’ 
meeting  in  Luxembourg:  “We 
have  not  ruled  out  a cull  but 
we  have  to  completed  the 
backlog  under  the  30  months' 
scheme.” 

Britain  has  already  culled 
more  than  700,000  cattle  over 
the  age  of  30  months  at  the 
end  of  their  productive  lives 
and  is  slaughtering  them  at 
the  rate  of 50,000  each  week. 

The  Government  sent  no 
less  than  four  ministers  to 
support  Mr  Hogg,  who  has 
been  heavily  criticised  for  his 
handling  of  the  beef  crisis. 
With  him  in  Luxembourg  for 
what  promises  to  be  a mara- 
thon meeting  stretching  over 
several  days,  are  Michael  For- 
syth. the  Scottish  Secretary. 
Lord  Lindsey,  junior  Scottish 
Office  minister.  Baroness 
Denton  of  the  Northern  Ire- 
land Office,  and  Jonathan 
Evans,  a junior  minister  from 
the  Welsh  Office. 

Other  agriculture  ministers 
insisted  that  the  additional, 
selective  cull  — agreed  by  Mr 


Major  in  return  for  lifting  the 
British  policy  of  non-co-oper- 
ation with  the  EU  — must  go 
ahead  before  there  could  be 
any  lifting  of  the  ban. 

Ivan  Yates,  the  Irish  agri- 
culture minister,  chairing  the 
meeting,  said:  “The  situation 
is  that  the  Florence  agree- 
ment has  to  be  met  The  accel- 
erated cull  has  to  go  ahead.” 

Other  member  states  insist 
that  once  the  cull  was  under 
way  they  would  consider  a 
regional  Lifting  of  the  ban  so 
that  the  export  of  cattle  from 
BSE-free  herds  in  Scotland 
and  Northern  Ireland  could 
be  resumed. 

Mr  Forsyth  said  that  the 
Government  remained  com- 
mitted to  lifting  the  ban  for 
BSE  free  herds,  regardless  erf1 
their  geographical  origin. 
"What  matters  is  the  quality 
of  the  beef,  not  a line  on  the 
map,”  he  said. 

The  British  BSE  crisis  is 
only  at  the  margins  of  the 
meeting,  which  will  be  con- 
cerned with  reapportioning 
EU  funding  to  formers  to  com- 
pensate beef  formers  for  their 
loss  of  income  since  consump- 
tion of  beef  dropped  in  March. 

Cereals  formers  are  already 
angry  about  proposed  cuts  in 
their  subsidies  to  them  and 
French  and  German  fanners 
are  insisting  that  savings 
must  be  found  elsewhere 
rather  than  penalising  them. 

The  European  Commission 
wants  to  tackle  the  15  per  cent 
drop  in  consumption  by 
reducing  the  amount  of  beef 
produced,  including  offering 
subsidies  for  the  slaughter  of 
new-born  calves. 


URGENT  APPEAL 

FOR  AID 


What  has  been  described  as  a ’tragic  human  river 
25  kilometers  long'  is  desperately  fleeing  the  fighting 
in  Zaire.  Such  is  their  panic  that  thousands  of  refugees 
are  even  returning  to  Rwanda,  the  country  they  fled  only 
two  years  ago. 

Innocent  men,  women  and  children  who  thought  they 
had  escaped  the  bloodshed  now  fare  misery  again.  With  fear 
and  desperation  comes  disease  and  starvation.  Food  supplies 
will  last  fust  five  more  days.  The  Red  Cross  urgently  needs 
your  help  to  provide  vital  food,  dean  water  and  medical  aid. 

Phone  now  to  give  your  donation  or  complete  the  coupon 
below.  Please  give  as  much  as  you  can.  just  £25  will  help 
provide  an  entire  family  with  food  and  water.  Your  money 
can  help  the  Red  Cross  save  lives. 

Please  fall  now  with  your  credit  card  donation- 

0345  315  315 

QUOTING  REFERENCE  3411 

Or  you  ran  send  a cheque  or  postal  order  with  the  coupon  below. 


+ 


Britishi  Ked  Cross 

{ 'nriit.L  fsr  in  crisis 


Postcode  - ■ ■■  — 

Now  nfcuwMRid  this  coupon  with  vour  donation. !« 

THE  OBI)  M COMAL  ATHKA  APPEAL.  BHfTISCI  HEO  CHOU. 

ROOM  4X1.  FREEPOST,  LONDON  SW1X  7BH 

"A  donation  oi  £230  or  more  is  worth  a third  as  much  again  through  Gift  Aid  as 
we  cm  dbun  back  the  lax. 

D rkiwil.1  lilts  hra  rf  i-miilon-M  vranl  burcnif  mrltaf  inlHiiulam  vn  iSr  Kml  Crux* 
H Tici  the  hu.  II  \ ou  i.vtild  lik«-  a nvviPL  >,11 


3 

• 

#73 

R5J 

#lCj 

Wlwl  1 

Israel  s prime 
minister 
is  being 
harried  by  his 
increasingly 
disenchanted 
and  fractious 
supporters  to 
renege  on  the 
Palestinian 
peace 
agreement 
signed  by  his 
predecessor 
Yitzhak  Rabin, 
writes 

Shyam  Bhatia 

in  Jerusalem 


AJOR-GENERAL 


watched  as  Is- 
raeli troops  par- 
ticipated in  a 
mock  battle  last  week  to  recap- 
ture the  Palestinian  city  of 
Nablus.  Gen  Dayan,  a nephew 
of  Israel's  war  hero,  the  late 
Moshe  Dayan,  is  military  com- 
mander of  the  West  Bank. 

Tanks  and  helicopters  used 
live  ammunition  as  para- 
troopers stormed  a cardboard 
replica  of  the  Nablus  casbah 
and  hung  the  Star  of  David 
from  its  ramparts.  Israeli  sol- 
diers disguised  as  Palestinian 
policemen  fought  back  unsuc- 
cessfully as  the  army,  spear- 
headed by  elite  commando 
units,  tightened  its  grip  on 
the  city. 

Gen  Dayan,  using  the  tac- 
tics deployed  by  his  illustri- 
ous uncle  in  the  1967  Middle 
East  war.  needed  only  a few 
hours  to  complete  a mission 
that  took  Moshe  Dayan  six 
days  to  accomplish.  The  war 
fever  that  grips  Israel’s  mili- 
tary top  brass  today  has  a 
chilling  similarity  to  the 
mood  that  prevailed  on  the 
outbreak  of  the  1967 
hostilities. 

In  private  some  army  gen- 
erals. including  Gen  Dayan, 
admit  to  a sense  of  personal 
humiliation  following  last 
month's  bloody  confronta- 
tions with  the  Palestinians. 
The  Israelis  lost  15  soldiers  in  ( 


Negotiations  stutter  over  withdrawal 


Derek  Brown  tn  Jerusalem 

THE  Israel-PLO  peace 
talks  went  into  sus- 
pended animation  yes- 
terday. as  the  Palestinian 
president.  Yasser  Arafat, 
left  for  talks  in  Norway  and 
Ireland,  and  the  United 
States  mediator  Dennis 
Ross  returned  to 
Washington. 


the  clashes  with  Yasser  Ara- 
fat’s police  force. 

Last  week's  secret  military 
exercises  to  recapture  Nablus 
and  other  Palestinian  cities 
were  authorised  by  the  Israeli 
prime  minister,  Binyamin 
Netanyahu,  who  is  under 
pressure  from  his  rightwing 
supporters  to  teach  the  Pales- 
tinians a lesson  by  reneging 
on  the  Oslo  peace  accords. 

It  is  an  open  secret  that  Mr 
Netanyahu  shares  his  constit- 
uency’s distaste  for  Oslo, 
which  he  believes  will  lead  to 
the  partition  of  the  “land  of 
Israel"  and  the  creation  of  an 
independent  Palestinian 
state.  He  sees  himself  as  a 
prisoner  of  unacceptable 
agreements  and  understand- 
ings negotiated  by  bis  Labour  ; 


After  more  than  three 
[ weeks  of  talks  about  the 
withdrawal  of  Israeli  occu- 
pation forces  from  the  West 
Bank  city  of  Hebron,  each 
side  is  still  complaining 
about  tiie  other’s  tactics. 

Officials  were  meeting 
last  night  in  an  effort  to 
break  the  impasse-  Mr  Ross 
said  that  the  Palestinian 
leader’s  absence  would 
hamper  the  process  and  Is- 


predeoessor,  Yitzhak  Rabin. 
“Its  not  an  easy  situation,” 
says  a source  in  the  prime 
minister’s  office.  "Anything 
that’s  good  for  the  Palestin- 
ians is  bad  for  Israel  and  any- 
thing that's  good  tor  Israel  is 
bad  for  the  Palestinians.  It’s 
not  clear  to  us  how  we  can 
escape  from  this  trap.” 

Many  of  Mr  Netanyahu's 
, supporters  say  war  is  the  only 
solution.  Some  pray  that  the 
Palestinians  will  initiate  hos- 
tilities and  provide  the  Israeli 
army  with  an  excuse  to  retali- 
ate and  drive  the  final  nail 
into  the  Oslo  coffin.  They  are 
critical  of  the  prime  minister 
for  not  seizing  the  strategic 
opportunity  that  was  pre- 
sented to  him  during  last 
month's  mini- Intifada. 


raeli  officials  blamed  Mr 
Arafat  for  stalling  the 
talks.  But  the  PLO  chief 
said  in  Oslo  that  he  had 
come  for  “another  push 
from  outside”  to  help  avoid 
a negotiating  deadlock. 

The  European  Union  yes- 
j terday  appointed  a special 
envoy  to  the  Middle  East 
peace  talks  — despite  Is- 
raeli opposition  and  strong 
misgivings  in  the  United 


“Netanyahu  voters  ex- 
pected him  to  end  or  at  least 
suspend  the  policy  of  pull- 
backs," said  Yisrael  Harel, 
one  of  the  leaders  of  150,000 
Jewish  settlers  in  the  West 
Bank  and  Gaza  Strip.  “But 
instead  he  rushed  off  to  meet 
Arafat  in  Washington.  There, 
nauseatingly,  he  grovelled 
and  called  Arafat  his  ‘friend’ 
and  ‘partner’.” 
Disappointment  with  Mr 
Netanyahu  Is  shared  across 
the  spectrum  of  Israel’s  right 
wing.  Like  Rabin,  be  is  being 
branded  a traitor  for  agreeing 
to  give  the  Palestinians  con- 
trol over  more  parts  of  the 
West  Bank.  If  and  when  Mr 
Netanyahu  hands  over  the 
West  Bank  city  of  Hebron  to 
Mr  Arafat,  he  will  reap  the 


States.  EU  foreign  mtnls- 
ters  said  in  Iiuxemhonurg 
that  the  present  Spanish 
ambassador  to  Israel,  Mi- 
guel Angel  Mora  tin  os, 
would  represent  the  Euro- 
pean Union  in  the  negotia- 
tions. 

Mr  Moratlnos  has  also 
been  told  to  report  to  the 
EU  — the  largest  source  of 
international  aid  for  the 
region  — any  breach  of  the 


whirlwind  of  the  right's  pent- 
up  anger. 

The  prime  minister  has  al- 
ready committed  himself  to 
the  principle  of  Israel's  mili- 
tary withdrawal  from  the 
city,  where  400  Jewish  ideo- 
logues live  among  more  than 
100.000  Arabs.  As  the  count- 
down for  the  withdrawal  gets 
under  way.  Israelis  are  once 
again  talking  about  the  “writ- 
ing on  the  waQ”.  Jewish  fa- 
natics have  threatened  vio- 
lence to  prevent  Mr  Arafat’s 
“uniformed  thugs”  from  en- 
tering the  city. 

Today  thousands  of  Netan- 
yahu supporters  will  meet  in 
central  Jerusalem  to  hold  a 
rally  against  his  intention  to 
compromise  on  Hebron.  One 
organiser,  Nadia  Mattar,  said: 


agreement  covering  the 
status  of  Jerusalem. 

There  are  ominous  sig- 
nals that  extremists  on 
both  sides  are  preparing  to 
sabotage  the  peace  process, 
with  reports  in  recent  days 
that  Palestinians  and  Jew- 
ish settlers  in  Hebron  are 
stockpiling  weapons 

and  outbreaks  of  violence, 
between  settlers  and  Arabs 
tn  the  region. 


■“Hebron  is  a test.  If  they  pull 
out,  we  will  all  protest  and 
demonstrate.  To  say  that  we 
are  very  worried  is  a mild  ex- 
pression. We  understand  that 
what  the  government  has  al- 
ready agreed  is  not  very  dif- 
ferent from  before.” 

Last  weekend,  Ms  Mattar 
and  her  supporters  published 
full-page  advertisements  in  Is- 
raeli newspapers  addressed  to 
the  prime  minister.  “Oslo 
gave  guns  to  Arab  police  who 
used  them  to  kill  our  soldiers. 
Their  blood  cries  out  not  to 
repeat  that  grave  error  in  He- 
bron. In  September  1995  you 
said  the  Tsraplf  army  most 
retain  sole  responsibility  for 
the  security  of  Hebron:  this 
authority  cannot  be  divided 
or  it  will  bring  on  disaster.” 


To  add  to  hia  problems,  Mr 
Netanyahu  has  been  told  .the 
army  needs  3.5  billion  shek- 
els (£i.&bllllcm^  because  oCaQ: 
increased  chance  of  war  with 
Syria.  Yesterday  the  defence 
minister,  Yitzhak  Mordecfcai, 
told  a parliamentary  commit- 
tee Israeli  forces  planned  a' 
big  Syrian  military-  exercise- 
and  were  “taking  the  neces- 
sary steps  for  maximum 
alertness".  — 

At  least  three  off  MrNetan- . 
yahufs  cabinet  colleagues 
have  warned  they  win  resign 
if  he  implements  - Oslo 


News  in  brief 


Corsican  separatist 
claims  Paris  talks 

FRANCOIS  Santoni,  the  head  of  the  Corsican  separatist  Cun1. 
colta  Naztunalista  party,  said  yesterday  that  his  group  hadkeld 
secret  talks  with  members  of  the  French  government,  InclUd-  ; 
ing  Maurice  Gourdault-Montagne,  a senior  aide  of  the  prime.  - 
minister.  Alain  Jnpp&.  But  Mr  Juppe's  office  dismissed  the  . 
claims  as  “grotesque  ties  by  a terrorist”. 

Mr  Santoni’s  party  is  the  legal  wing  of  the  outlawed'Carstaan 
National  Liberation  Front  (FLNC),  the  most  hardtine  group  on 
the  island.  He  also  alleged  in  an  interview  with  the  Est-Repubti- 
cain  newspaper  that  a rally  in  January  of 600  heavily  armed 
FLNC  guerrillas  was  organised  at  the  behest  of  the  govern- 
ment,  which  wanted  to  show  the  French  public  that  the  group 
was  popular  in  Corsica  and  should  be  negotiated  with. 

Meanwhile,  separatists  continued  a bombing  «»mp«ign  with 
an  attack  against  the  home  of  the  mayor  of  the  northern  town  of 
Bastia  early  yesterday.  Emile  ZuccarsHi  was  out  at  the  time 
and  no  one  was  hurt — Reuter,  Paris. 


Rescue  teams 
find  survivors 
after  collapse 
of  Cairo  flats 


RESCUE  workers  looked 
for  survivors  yesterday 
tn  the  rubble  of  a 12-storey 
block  of  flats  that  collapsed 
in  Heliopolis,  Cairo. 

Using  cranes  they  res- 
cued 15  people,  but  dozens 
of  others  were  still  believed 


trapped  inside.  A total  of  15 
bodies  have  been  removed 
and  police  say  more  than 
60  people  remain  unac- 
counted for.  Six  survivors 
were  rescued  on  Sunday. 

Police  detained  a build- 
ing contractor  and  an  engi- 


neering consultant  for 
questioning,  saying  they 
may  have  been  responsible 
for  weakening  the  build- 
ing’s structure  by  ordering 
the  removal  of  walls  during 
the  renovation  of  a flat  The 
building’s  owner  was  also 


arrested.  Some  residents  of 
the  40  flats  jumped  from 
their  balconies  as  the  build- 
ing crumbled,  a neighbour, 
Ahmed  Mohammed,  said. 

All  bnt  the  back  side  of 
the  building  fell,  piling  de- 
bris five  storeys  high. 


As  cranes  moved  enor- 


Cult  cover-up  costs  job 

A SENIOR  Tokyo  police  official  wa«  abruptly  lytpterayfypstwrrfay 
because  his  department  had  concealed  a confession  by  erne  of  its 
own  officers  to  the  shooting  of the  chief  .of the  national police 
agency  last  year. 

The  Tokyo  metropolitan  police  department  first  heard  the 
confession  of  the  31-year-old  officer  In  May  but  did  not  tell  anyone 
outside  the  department  until  last  week,  local  news  accounts  said. 

TakaJiKimimatsu  was  shot  and  seriouslywoimdied  on  March  ~ 
30  last  year,  10  days  after  the  nerve  gas  attack  on  Tokyo's  subway 


mous  slabs  oi  concrete  yes-  j by  members  of  the  Anm  Shinrikyo  religious  niii 


terday,  dogs  prowled  the 
ruins  and  listening  devices 
were  brought  in  to  help 
trace  calls  or  tapping  for 
help.  — AP. 


The  officer  who  has  confessed  to  the  shooting  was  apparently  a 
- cult  follower,  and  Japanese  media  reported  that  he  tnTri  invpRHgg- 

irought  m to  help  tors  he  shot  Mr  Kunimatsu  on  orders  from  senior  cult  leaders, 
ails  or  tapping  for  The  Tokyo  police  department’s  chief  of  public  security,  Masartt 

Sakurai  was  notGred  outright  but  was  not  given  a replacement 
photograph:  bwc  uarti  position.  He  had  been  in  charge  of  the  investigation  into  Mr 
Kunimatsu’ s shooting. — AP,  ToJtyo. 


One-horse  race  to  rule  Hong  Kong 


Andrew  Higgins 
in  Hong  Kong 


THE  selection  of  Hong 
Kong's  first  post-colonial 
governor  — an  exercise 
mocked  by  democrats  as  a 
charade  choreographed  by 
China  — entered  Its  final 
phase  yesterday  with  more 
than  30  people  declaring  their 
ambition  to  replace  C-hris  Pat- 
ten next  July. 

But,  as  applications  dosed, 
the  appearance  of  an  open 
contest  masked  the  reality  of 
what  many  believe  to  be  a 

one-horse  race  by  a Shanghai- 


born  shipping  magnate,  Tung 
Chee-hwa.  A Beijing-ap- 
pointed committee  overseeing 
the  process  declined  yester- 
day to  name  bis  rivals. 

The  chief  challenger  seems 
to  be  Sir  Ti-liang  Yang,  a fel- 
low Shanghaier  who  resigned 
last  month  as  Hong  Kong's 
chief  justice.  He  won  favour 
with  China  by  supporting  a 
plan  to  neuter  the  territory’s 
bill  of  rights  after  1997. 

Sir  Ti-liang  yesterday  en- 
dorsed China's  intention  to 
dismantle  an  elected  iegisla-  j 
ture  and  form  an  un  elected  I 
"provisional"  body,  calling  it 
“legal  and  necessary''. 
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“You  cannot  expect  the 
chief  executive  to  be  in  a posi- 
tion to  say  no  to  Beijing.  They 
would  never  select  such  a per- 
son.” said  Martin  Lee,  leader 
of  the  colony’s  most  popular 
political  group,  the  Demo- 
cratic Party.  "Whoever  gets 
the  job  will  be  led  by  the  nose 
tike  a horse.” 

The  winner  will  be  an- 
nounced In  December  by  a 
400-member  selection  com- 
mittee, a body  whose  compo- 
sition has  yet  to  be  an- 
nounced. The  Democratic 
Party  is  boycotting  it 

The  razzmatazz  and  rheto- 
ric of  an  open  election,  which 
has  included  press  confer- 
ences by  normally  secretive 
tycoons  and  pledges  by  Mr 
Tung  and  other  fabulously 
wealthy  magnates  to  visit 
Hong  Song  slums,  belies  a 
tightly-controlled  decision- 
making  process. 

But  the  exercise  has 
revealed  bitter  competition 
between  rival  Hong  Kong 
business  dynasties,  which 
have  benefited  from  ties  to 
the  British  colonial  adminis- 
tration and  want  to  ensure 
they  enjoy  the  favour  of  the 
post-1997  regime. 

The  link  between  politics 
and  business  was  made  clear 


last  week  by  Mr  Tung  who  ac- 
knowledged that  China  had 
helped  bail  out  his  family's 
shipping  empire  in  the  1960s. 

Other  candidates  are  Peter 
Woo,  a Shanghai-born  mil- 
lionaire and  son-in-law  of  the 
late  Sir  Y.KLPao.  another 
shipping  magnate  and  busi- 
ness rival  of  Mr  Tung’s  fam- 
ily, and  Simon  Li,  a former 
judge  and  member  of  another 
Hong  Kong  family  dynasty. 

Szeto  Wah.  branded  a “sub- 
versive" by  Beijing,  has 
launched  a mock  campaign 
for  the  post  of  chief  executive 
to  publicise  demands  that  Mr 
Patten’s  successor  be  elected 
by  popular  vote.  The  28  Brit- 
ish governors  who  have  ruled 
Hong  Kong  since  1843  were 
chosen  in  London  without 
democratic  consultation. 

“Anyone  who  is  not  accept- 
able to  Beijng  does  not  have  a 
chance  of  even  becoming 
even  a candidate,”  said 
Joseph  Cheng,  a political  sci- 
entist at  Hong  Kong's  City 
University.  “The  crucial 
issue  Is  not  the  choice  of  a 
chief  executive  but  political 
developments  in  Beijing. 
What  happens  in  Beijing  is 
far  more  important  than  the 
identity  of  the  chief 
executive.’* 


Protests  grow 
against  Bhutto 


Suzanne  GoMenbevg 
In  Islamabad 

■HUiREB  leaders  of  the 

■ religious  opposition 

■ party  Jamaat-i-Islami 
were  picked  up  in  a police 
sweep  yesterday  as  the  Paki- 
stani authorities  tried  to  stop 
protests  against  Benazir 
Bhutto's  government 

Nearly  4,000  followers  of  the 
Islamist  party  prayed  in  front 
of  parliament  In  a dramatic 
show  of  power,  and,  for  the 
second  day  running,  riot 
police  fought  with  them  in 
the  capital  and  the  adjoining 
city  of  Rawalpindi.  Their 
leader,  Hussein  Ahmed,  was 
detained  for  several  hours  be- 
fore being  released. 

The  extraordinary  prayer 
meeting  lasted  about  half  an 
hour  before  police  doused  the 
protesters  with  hundreds  of 
rounds  of  tear  gas. 

Mass  rallies  are  banned  in 
Islamabad,  and  yesterday’s 
events  showed  the  ability  of 
Jamaat,  which  bas  just  three 
seats  in  parliament  to  get  its 
supporters,  mainly  students. 


on  to  the  streets.  They  also 
paralysed  much  of  Islamabad 
as  police  chased  de- 
monstrators down  city 
streets. 

The  show  of  strength  could 
also  serve  to  mobilise  the 
main  opposition  parties 
against  Ms  Bhutto,  who  is 
coming  under  increasingly 
tierce  attack  for  alleged  cor- 
ruption and  financial 
mismanagement 

Hussein  Ahmed  is  not  alone 
in  wanting  her  government 
out.  In  yesterday's  police 
sweep,  he  and  his  deputy, 
Khurshid  Ahmed,  were 
picked  up,  along  with  the  par- 
ty's number  three,  Ghafoor 
Ahmed.  All  three  have  now 
been  released. 

The  government,  mean- 
while, announced  that  Ms 
Bhutto  had  given  up  the  G- 
nance  portfolio.  Her  privati- 
sation minister,  Syed  Naveed 
Qamar.  is  to  get  the  post. 

The  International  Mone- 
tary Fund  is  delaying  dis- 
bursement of  a £400  million 
standby  loan  because  of  Paki- 
stan's repeated  failures  to 
meet  agreed  targets. 


Colombo  quiet  on  shootings 

SRI  LANKA'S  foreign  affairs  ministry  yesterday  rpfa.wt  tn  ram- 
ment  on  claims  by  the  Tamfl.  Tigers  tisatCoiombo  was  behind  the 
killing  of  two  off  the  group’s  officials  in  Paris  on  Saturday . 

AstatenternfromtheTteere’lntmiattonalaemmiriathirxiri- 
dem  condemned  the  killing  of  their  treasurer.  KandlahPerlnnanr 
athari,  and  KandlahG^jendran,  editor  ofthe  Tamil  weekly  news- 
paper EelaMurasa  It  said  the  kfllings  were  part  of  the  Sri  Lankan 

government's  attempt  to  hit  the  rebels'  fmsnv-pg  anri  fa 

blame  Tamils  cooperating  with  Colombo. — Reuter,  Colombo. 

Bill  deliveries  delight  Danes 


ougperaonwto  distributed  around  75^)00  kroner  (£8,000)  to 
strangers  in  the  western  town  QfSkanderborg. 


urghig  people  to  spend  the  enclosed  money,  has  df»m*Twtc^ 


Bad  year  for  the  rats 

& 12“  ttniSgX  wrath<m™tente. 

_ Thousands  of  rodent  warriors  will  fan  out 


ronstroetton  sites  win  be  foe  lmy  targets. 

Earlier  this  year,  residents  of  the  north 
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Maltadeals 
blow  to  EU 
integration 


John  Hooper 
Southern  Europe 
Correspondent 


Alfred  sant  was 
sworn  in  yesterday 
as  Malta's  first 
Labour  prime  minis- 
ter for  nine  years  after  an  his- 
toric  vote  In  which  most  elec- 
tors opted  to  scrap  their 
country’s  application  for 
membership  of  the  European 
Union. 

The  result  was  the  latest  in 
a string  of  recent  setbacks  to 
the  cause  of  European  inte- 
gration. The  last  few  weeks 
have  seen  protests  in  several 
member  states  against  the 
sacrifices  being  demanded  for 
economic  and  monetary 
union. 

Malta's  outgoing  prime 
minister,  Edward  Fenech 
Ad  ami,  who  submitted  his 
country's  application  to  join 
the  EU  six  years  ago,  had  ex- 
pected to  begin  membership 
negotiations  next  year. 

His  opponent  campaigned 
successfully  on  a pledge  to 
abolish  Value  Added  Tax  and 


He  has  put  Labour 
back  in  power  by 
wooing  the 
middle  class 


reinstate  customs  duties  — a 
move  that  would  be  anathema 
to  Brussels.  Mr  Sant  argued 
that  the  island’s  rapidly  ex- 
panding but  fragile  and 
specialised  economy  could 
not  bear  the  strains  of  full 
membership.  . 

Labour  took  50.7  per  cent  of 
the  poll  in  Saturday’s  elec- 
tion; Mr  Fenech  Adami’s  Na- 
tionalists 47.8  per  cent  The 
Times  of  Malta  called  it  “the 
biggest  npset  for  a quarter  of 
a century”. 

Labour  supporters 
launched  into  street  celebra- 
tions on  Sunday  that  contin- 
ued yesterday.  Fireworks  rat- 
tled windows  in  Valletta  and 
roads  were  clogged  with  cars 
dragging  pots,  pails  and 
strings  of  beer  cans. 

Confident  of  success,  Mr 
Fenech  Adami  had  called 
elections  eight  months  before 
time.  He  had  cut  unemploy- 
ment, boosted  tourist  reve-' 


nues  and  nursed  annual  eco- 
nomic growth  to  a rate  of 
more  than  6 per  cent  last 
year. 

But  his  right-of-centre  ad- 
ministration alienated  many 
less  prosperous  islanders  by 
imposing  15  per  cent  VAT  in 
preparation  for  EU  member- 
ship even  before  tfriica  began. 

The  new  distribution  of 
seats  in  the  Island’s  65-seat 
parliament  was  not  immedi- 
ately clear.  But  Labour  was 
assured  of  a majority. 

“We  are  for  all  of  Malta,  not 
just  Labour,”  Mr  Sant  said 
from  the  balcony  of  the  presi- 
dential palace  where  he  was 
sworn  in  by  the  head  of  state, 
ugo  Mifsud  Bonnici.  But.  in  a 
move  which  will  not  endear 
him  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  he  broke  with  tradi- 
tion by  falling  to  kiss  a cross 
to  inaugurate  his 
government 

Mr  Sant  is  unlikely  to  spon- 
sor a return  to  the  aggressive 
anti- Westernism  of  his  prede- 
cessor. Dom  Mintoff.  A dis- 
tinctly Blalrite,  white-collar 
socialist,  he  has  put  Labour 
back  in  power  partly  by  woo- 
ing middle-class  voters.  He  in- 
sists he  is  as  committed  as  Mr 
Fenech  Adami  to  Malta's 
growing  role  as  a financial 
services  centre. 

But  there  are  bound  to  be 
misgivings  in  Washington  | 
and  European  capitals  about  , 
his  foreign  policy.  On  the  eve 
of  polling,  he  said  his  first  pri- 
ority — even  before  scrapping 
VAT  — would  be  to  pull  Malta 
out  of  the  Nato-Led  Partner- 
ship for  Peace. 

Mr  Sant  said  Malta  would 
adhere  to  the  UN  sanctions 
imposed  on  Libya  for  the 
Lockerbie  aircraft  bombing, 

| bat  made  it  dear  he  wanted 
i improved  relations  with  Colo- 
1 nel  Gadafy’s  regime.  “We 
I want  a special  relationship 
with  Europe,  but  I argue  that 
j you  start  with  your  neigh- 
' bours,”  he  said. 

Mr  Sant,  aged  48,  has  more 
I than  a touch  of  the  Renais- 
! sance  man  about  him-  A phys- 
icist by  training,  he  studied 
public  administration  ih 
France  before  serving  as  a 
diplomat  in  Malta’s  mission 
to  the  European  Communities 
from  1970  to  1975.  Hie  holds  a 
doctorate  from  Harvard  Busi- 
ness School,  is  fluent  in 
English,  French  and  Italian 
and  Is  the  author  of  novels, 
{days  and stories  in  Maltese. 


Ministers  limit  visas  and  warn 
Burma  of  further  sanctions 


John  Palmer 
In  Luxembourg 


THE  European  Union  is 
I ready  to  consider  hill  eco- 
nomic and  trade  sanctions 
against  Burma  if  the  military 
dictatorship  steps  up  repres- 
sion of  the  democratic  opposi- 
tion. This  emerged  after  EU 
foreign  ministers,  meeting  in 
Luxembourg  yesterday,  im- 
posed limits  on  contacts  with 
Burmese  officials  in  response 
to  Rangoon's  continuing  fail- 
ure to  respect  human  rights. 

The  action  was  presented  as 
part  of  an  escalating  cam- 
paign of  pressure.  “There  is  a 
very  serious  situation  in  Bur- 
ma with  a lack  of  respect  for 
human  rights  and  democ- 
racy,” the  Irish  president  of 


the  EU  council  of  foreign  min- 
isters. Dick  Spring,  said  in 
Luxembourg.  “Today’s  deci- 
sion reflects  our  concern." 

Last  month  he  met  the  Bur- 
mese foreign  minister.  Ohn 
Gyaw,  at  the  United  Nations 
in  New  York.  The  EU  saw  no 
sign  that  the  State  Law  and 
Order  Restoration  Council 
(Slorc)  was  softening  its 
stance  against  the  National 
League  for  Democracy  and  its 
leader,  Aung  San  Suu  Kyi. 

The  sanctions  will  deny  EU 
visas  to  members  of  the  Slorc 
and  their  families,  and  to 
senior  members  of  the  mili- 
tary and  security  forces.  Vis- 
its to  Burma  by  ministers  or 
senior  officials  from  the  EU 
and  its  members  are  to  be  sus- 
pended. The  EU  has  already 
imposed  an  arms  embargo. 
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Germany's  Chancellor  Kohl  and  Indonesia's  President  Suharto  admire  their  catch  daring  a fishing  trip  off  the  coast  near  Jakarta  photograph:  a.  tghir 


John  AgUonby  in  Jakarta 

THE  1996  Nobel  peace 
laureate,  the  Roman 
Catholic  bishop  of  East 
Timor.  Carlos  Belo.  declined 
an  invitation  to  a meeting 
yesterday  with  Chancellor 
Helmut  Kohl  of  Germany. 

Mr  Kohl  said  during  a two- 
day  visit  to  Indonesia  that 
Bishop  Belo  said  he  “had  too 
busy  an  agenda  in  East 
Timor”,  although  the  invita- 
tion was  issued  some  time  ago. 

Mr  KohL  under  pressure  to 
raise  human  rights  issues  on 
the  trip,  said  he  had  discussed 
East  Timor  “intensively"  dur- 
ing talks  with  President  Su- 
harto yesterday.  “In  our  opin- 
ion, it  is  very  important  that 
the  issue  of  East  Timor  be 
settled  together  with  the 
people  of  East  Timor  in  a 
peaceful,  just  and  acceptable 
manner,"  Mr  Kohl  said. 

The  European  Union  does 
not  recognise  Indonesian  rule 
over  East  Timor.  Jakarta  in- 
vaded the  former  Portuguese 
colony  in  1975  and  annexed  it 
the  following  year. 

Bishop  Belo  shares  the  1996 
peace  prize  with  the  East 
Timorese  independence  leader 
Jose  Ramos  Horta.  who  said 
yesterday  that  he  would  do- 
nate his  share  of  the  £725,000 
prize  to  establishing  a Lisbon- 
based  foundation  to  further 
the  independence  cause. 


United  Europe  Venezuela  halts  inquiry  into  mass 
fights  US  curbs  grave  and  leaves  evidence  to  rot 


Stephen  Bates 
and  John  Palmer 
bi  Luxembourg 

European  union  for- 
eign ministers  last  night 
overcame  Danish  objec- 
tions to  reach  agreement  on  a 
challenge  to  United  States  leg- 
islation which  would  penalise 
EU  companies  trading  with 
Cuba.  Libya  or  Iran. 

Lawyers  found  a way  to 
proceed  with  united  legisla- 
tion from  all  15  member 
states,  threatening  retaliation 
if  the  US  goes  ahead  with  the 
sanctions  in  American  courts 
under  its  Helms/Burton  act. 

Under  the  regulations,  any 
European  company  will  be  in- 
structed to  ignore  the  Helms/ 
Burton  legislation  if  its  inter- 
ests are  threatened  and.  if  It 
is  successfully  sued  in  the 
American  courts,  will  be  en- 
titled to  claim  any  financial 
penalties  back  througb  a 
counter-claim  in  a European 
court. 

The  counter-sanctions  were 
being  described  last  night  as 
intended  to  concentrate 
minds  in  the  US  government 
once  the  presidential  election 
is  over  next  week,  and  to  head 
off  the  threat  of  court  battles 
on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic. 

The  Danish  government 
had  threatened  last  week  to 
pull  out  of  the  joint  approach 
because  of  fears  that  the  regu- 
lations would  infringe  Danish 
constitutional  sovereignty. 
The  lawyers’  footwork  found 
a way  round  that  through  a 
sub-clause  in  an  obscure 
European  convention  passed 
unanimously  in  1968  which 


gives  the  EU  power  to  act  in 
civil  and  commercial  matters 
affecting  member  states. 

The  British  government, 
which  frequently  finds  itself 
in  a minority  on  sensitive 
issues  touching  on  the  power 
balance  between  national 
states  and  the  European 
Union,  is  leading  the  fight  for 
a tough  EU  stand  against  ; 
Washington.  “A  failure  to 
pass  the  measures  would  send 
completely  the  wrong  signal 
to  Washington,"  the  foreign 
office  minister  David  Davis 
told  journalists.  “We  believe 
use  • of  the  Helms/ 
Burton  act  to  discourage 
trade  with  Cuba  is  completely 
unjustifiable,  as  are  the  paral- 
lel measures  to  discourage  en- 
ergy investment  in  Libya  and 
Iran." 

The  EU  agreement  will  not 
affect  a case  brought  by  the 
European  Commission 
against  the  United  States  at 
the  World  Trade  Organisation 
(WTO)  in  Geneva. 

A WTO  panel  is  due  to  con- 
vene on  November  20  to  rule 
on  EU  complaints  that  the 
Helms/Burton  act  is  extra- 
territorial. The  EU  is  still 
studying  proposals  to  bar 
American  executives  in- 
volved in  litigation  from  en- 
tering the  15-nation  bloc  and 
has  already  begun  compiling 
a “watchlist"  of  potential 
litigants. 

The  US  bas  already  barred 
executives  and  directors  of 
companies  based  in  Canada, 
Mexico  and  Italy  — including 
the  former  deputy  governor  of 
the  Bank  of  England,  Rupert 
Pennant-Rea  — from  entering 
the  US. 


The  government  is 
ducking  allegations 
surrounding  a mass 
grave,  Jane  Knight 
in  Caracas  reports 


A FETID  odour  hangs  in 
the  air  near  five 
strange-looking 
cement  buildings.  A heap  of 
broken  coffins  balances 
precariously  on  a nearby 
hillside  — a fitting  back- 
drop for  the  buildings, 
which  house  dozens  of  un- 
identified corpses. 

The  bodies  have  been  left 
to  rot  since  they  were  sealed 
into  individual  chambers 
six  years  ago.  Only  scratch 
marks  an  the  cement  differ- 
entiate the  contents. 

The  corpses,  which  were  , 
dng  up  from  a mass  grave 
on  the  edge  of  the  main  ! 
cemetery  in  the  Venezuelan 
capital,  Caracas,  form  part 
of  a case  before  the  Inter- 
American  Commission  on 
Human  Rights. 

Local  hnxnan  rights 
groups  say  the  68  bodies  ex- 
humed were  dumped  clan- 
destinely to  hide  the  extent 
of  the  carnage  after  security 
forces  killed  hundreds  of 
people  in  bloody  street  riots 
that  broke  out  on  February 
27,  1989.  in  response  to  pet- 
rol price  rises. 

“We  have  been  waiting  for 
seven  years.  The  state's 
answer  has  been  absolute 
silence.”  said  Liliana 
Ortega,  executive  director  of 


Cofavic.  an  organisation 
representing  families  of  the 
riot  victims  which  has  taken 
the  case  to  the  Washington- 
based  human  rights  body. 

Cemetery  workers  are 
unwilling  to  comment  on 
the  possibility  that  police 
dump  their  victims  in  the  j 
consecrated  ground.  But 
they  readily  refer  to  the 
mass  grave  site  by  its  mor- 
bid nickname — the  Plague. 

Rumours  of  the  Plague 
were  sparked  off  by  reports 
of  vans  laden  with  bodies, 
and  photographs  showing  a 
large  hole  being  dug  in  the 
cemetery  after  the  riots. 
Sniffer  dogs  working  with 
scientists  helped  excavate 
the  site  a year-and-a-b  alf 
later. 

The  bodies  were  heaped 
on  top  of  each  other.  Judge 
Saul  Ron  Brasch,  who  or- 
dered the  excavation,  says 
many  had  “faces  of  pain” 
and  bullet  wounds.  Most 
did  not  have  the  morgne’s 
identification  bracelets  and 
were  not  registered  in  the 
cemetery's  records. 

After  three  corpses  were 
identified  as  riot  victims, 
the  investigation  was  mys- 
teriously stalled  early  in 
1991.  The  rest  were  sealed 
off  and  left  to  deteriorate, 
along  with  the  evidence. 

Judge  Brasch  was  moved 
to  a new  position  outside 
Caracas  in  April  1991.  “The 
whole  process  has  been 
stopped,”  he  said.  “There 
seems  to  be  some  resistance 
to  continuing  the 
Investigation.'' 

Aura  Liscano,  aged  33, 
still  scans  the  faces  of  pass- 
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ers-by  for  her  brother,  un- 
sure if  he  is  dead  or  alive. 

Jose  Miguel  Liscano, 
aged  21.  has  not  been  seen 
since  he  left  his  shanty- 
town home  in  south-west 
Caracas  the  day  after  the 
riots. 

“I  think  my  brother  is 
probably  dead  and  in  the 
Plague."  Aura  said.  “But 
there’s  still  a doubt.” 

No  security  agent  has  been 
convicted  of  any  action  dur- 
ing or  after  the  riots. 

According  to  the  United 
States  state  department’s 
annual  human  rights 
report.  Venezuela’s  secu- 
rity forces  carried  out  126 
illegal  executions  in  the  12 
months  to  September  1995. 

Last  week  Venezuela’s 
government  agreed  to  pay 
compensation  to  the  family 
of  Eleazar  Mavares,  aged  18, 
in  a separate  case  brought 
before  the  Inter-American 
Human  Rights  Commission. 


Cofavic  says  Mavares  was 
shot  in  the  legs  days  after 
the  riots  by  a soldier  who 
stopped  him  when  he  was 
walking  near  the  presiden- 
tial palace.  After  checking 
his  identification,  they  or- 
dered him  to  run.  But  be 
could  not  get  up  from  the 
ground,  so  police  pumped 
22  bullets  into  his  body. 

“They  killed  my  son  as  if 
he  were  a dog,”  said  Nancy 
Mavares. 

The  case  is  the  exception 
— government  officials 
sweep  allegations  about  the 
Plague  under  the  carpet. 
The  state  prosecutor,  Ivan 
Dario  BadelL  claims  that 
only  27  bodies  were  un- 
earthed, and  that  attempts 
to  identify  them  failed  in 
most  cases.  "We  presume 
they  were  illegal  immi- 
grants,” he  said. 

On  this  year's  anniver- 
sary of  the  riots,  the  then 
defence  minister,  Italo  del 
Valle  AUlegro.  told  Jour- 
nalists that  reports  that  the 
grave  contained  riot  vic- 
tims were  a “huge  lie”.  He 
suggested  the  bodies  were 
earthquake  victims. 

In  March,  the  mayor  of 
Caracas.  Antonio  Ledezma, 
led  officials  to  a site  near 
the  Plague,  where  bodies, 
hospital  gowns  and  empty 
firearm  shells  were  scat- 
tered among  bushes. 

Some  had  died  only 
months  before,  according 
to  cemetery  officials.  None 
was  registered,  pointing  to 
the  possibility  of  further  il- 
legal killings.  “Now  a new 
plague  has  emerged,"  Mr 
Ledezma  said. 


News  In  brief 
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OPENING,  4 NOVEMBER  1996 

INVESTING  IN  THE 
FUTURE 

The  University  of  Hull’s  Graduate  Research  Institute  is  dedicated  to  the 
support  and  enhancement  of  its  postgraduate  students’  research.  On  the 
campus,  dose  to  all  departments  and  laboratories,  the  Library,  and 
the  Language  Institute,  it  links  space  for  seminar,  social,  and  administrative 
functions  with  suites  of  networked  IT  facilities  for  independent  or 
collaborative  research  work. 

Designed  as  a focus  for  student  researchers  across  the  range  of  the 
University’s  academic  disciplines,  the  Institute’s  twin  objectives  are  to 
promote  the  subject-specific  excellence  and  the  interdisciplinary  awareness 
needed  by  today’s  (and  tomorrow’s)  graduate  researchers.  The  unification 
of  those  objectives  will  be  confirmed,  on  4 November,  when  the  new 
building  is  formally  opened  by  Sir  Aaron  Klug,  President  of  the  Royal 
Society,  and  Sir  Keith  Thomas,  President  of  the  British  Academy. 

For  further  information  on  the  Graduate  Research  Institute,  opportunities 
for  postgraduate  training  and  study  at  the  University  of  Hull,  and  our  wide 
range  of  scholarships  to  support  char  study,  please  contact: 

JC  Hoggarth,  Postgraduate  Office, 

.The  University  of  Hull,  Hull  HU6  7RX 
Tel:  01482  455568:  Fax:  01482  4 65936. 

KJLHoggarth@adminJiulLac.uk  http:  //www.hulhac-uk/ 
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Burundi  army 
admits  killings 

Burundi’s  Tutsi-dominated 
army  yesterday  admitted  kill- 
ing some  50  ethnic  Hutu  civil- 
ians in  the  southern  province 
of  Bururi  and  said  the  sol- 
diers responsible  would  be 
punished. 

“On  October  13  some  indis- 
cipllned  military  killed  civil- 
ians whom  they  accused  of 
feeding  the  assailants  [rebels] 
but  there  was  no  proof  that 
they  were  feeding  the  rebels," 
an  army  spokesman,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Isaie  Niblzi 
said.— Reuter. 

Anthrax  victims 

At  least  nine  people  were  in- 
fected with  anthrax  after  eat- 
ing contaminated  beef  in 
Troitskoye,  Lipetsk,  central 
Russia,  and  one  of  them  died, 
Russian  health  officials  said 
yesterday.  — AP. 

Reactor  to  close 

Ukraine  said  yesterday  that  it 
would  shut  down  one  of  two 
reactors  still  operating  at  the 
Chernobyl  nuclear  power 
plant  on  November  30.  taking 
a big  step  towards  full  closure 
in  line  with  promises  to  the 
West. —Reuter. 

Ebola  death  toll  j 

Three  more  people  have  died 
of  the  Ebola  virus  in  Gabon, 
raising  the  death  toll  to  14, 
health  officials  said  yester- 
day.—AP. 

Carlos  complains 

The  jailed  guerrilla  “Carlos 
I the  Jackal"  has  demanded 
| that  Carlos,  The  Secret  Net- 
j works  of  International 
i Terrorism,  a book  about  him 


published  this  week,  be 
banned  on  the  grounds  that  it 
violates  his  right  to  be  pre- 
sumed innocent,  justice 
sources  said  in  Paris  yester- 
day. — Reuter. 

Aids  drug  trial 

Up  to  2.000  Romanian  chil- 
dren suffering  from  Aids  are 
to  undergo  a three-year  clini- 
cal drug  trial,  following  an 
agreement  signed  yesterday 
by  Romania  and  a Texas  hos- 
pital. — AP. 

Border accord 

Saudi  Arabia  and  Qatar  have 
signed  a contract  with  a 
French  company  to  demar- 
cate their  disputed  border, 
signalling  a move  to  end 
nearly  four  years  of  strained 
relations. —AP. 

Journalists*  strike 

French  journalists’  unions 
have  called  a strike  for  No- 
vember 14  over  government 
plans  to  scrap  a 30  per  cent 
Income  tax  reduction  that  has 
been  compensation  for  profes- 
sional expenses. — Reuter. 

Marcos  gems  sale 

A Philippines  court  yesterday 
authorised  the  auction  of  the 
bulk  of  a £7.7  million  jewel- 
lery collection  of  the  former 
first  lady  Imelda  Marcos,  j 
after  rejecting  a request  by  j 
the  Marcos  family  to  stop  the 
sale.  — Reuter.  I 

Foes  reburied 

The  remains  of  about  100  sol- 
diers from  Croatia’s  second 
world  war  fascist  army  were 
reburied  in  a low-key  cere- 
mony near  Amis  on  the  Adri- 
atic coast  alongside  anti-Nazi 
fighters,  despite  Jewish  out- 
rage.—Reuter. 


£Vith  Safety  Net  ^ 
you  can  beug 


SafetyNet  is  much  more  than  just  school-wide  security  linking  miniature 
in  classrooms,  playgrounds  and  communal  areas  with  teachers  and 
staff  oi<kc-. 
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An  election  non-issue  which  won't  go  away 


FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  — to  no  one's  sur- 
prise — are  only  peripheral  to  the  US 
presidential  contest  as  it  gears  up  for 
the  final  week.  No  one  is  promising,  or 
demanding,  speedy  action  on  Zaire  or 
Afghanistan.  Bill  Clinton  can  proclaim 
without  challenge  his  grand  vision  of 
the  US  building  a bridge  to  the  21st 
century  and  the  rest  of  the  world.  He 
has  the  advantage  of  incumbency,  con- 
gratulating himself  on  carrying  Ameri- 
can values  around  the  globe.  With  the 
collapse  of  communism.  Bob  Dole  bas 
lost  a familiar  target,  if  the  president  is 
“soft  on  China”  then  that  suits  Repub- 
lican business  too.  Mr  Dole  is  also 
constrained  by  the  tradition  of  biparti- 
sanship. He  found  no  easy  opening  in 
Mr  Clinton’s  Detroit  speech  on  the 
expansion  of  the  Atlantic  Alliance:  only 
this  summer  the  Republican-controlled 
houses  of  congress  passed  by  huge  ma- 
jorities the  Nato  enlargement  act  When 
Mr  Dole  has  accused  Mr  Clinton  of 
weakness  on  specific  issues  — as  in  the 
case  of  Kurdistan  — be  risks  ending  up 
by  having  to  endorse,  grudgingly,  presi- 
dential action.  It  does  not  really  help 
Mr  Dole  that  a number  of  foreign  policy 
timebombs  are  ticking  away  — as  in  , 
Bosnia,  the  Middle  East  or  Russia.  They  i 
have  to  blow  up  today,  or  within  the 
next  week*  November  6 will  be  too  late. 

The  US  public  is  not  contrary  to  the 
usual  myth,  isolationist  but  neither  is 
it  passionately  concerned  with  world 
affairs-  Though  social  and  economic 
issues  rank  ahead  of  foreign  issues  on 
the  agenda,  most  Americans  generally 
continue  to  favour  US  involvement 
abroad.  This  is  viewed  as  important  in 
terms  of  American  interests  rather 
than  in  the  interests  of  the  world 
(though  most  Americans  would  claim 
that  the  two  coincide.)  The  polls  show 
that  measures  defined  under  the  head- 
ing of  “global  altruism”  — promoting 
human  rights  abroad,  aiding  develop- 
ing nations  etc  — are  only  rated  as  very 


important  by  about  30  per  cent  of  the 
public.  Twice  as  many  place  a high 
value  on  the  maintenance  of  US  “global 
interests"  such  as  countering  terror- 
ism, and  even  more  in  the  case  of 
domestic  issues  linked  to  foreign  policy 
(eg  combating  drugs  and  reducing  im- 
migration). One  of  the  reasons  why 
Bosnia  has  produced  such  an  equivocal 
response  from  US  public  opinion  is  that 
it  cannot  decide  whether  US  interven- 
tion is  helping  others,  or  itself,  or  both. 

Similarly,  the  view  often  expressed 
outside  the  US  that  American  interest 
and  influence  is  waning,  for  better  or 
for  worse,  is  wide  of  the  mark.  Like  the 
cock-up  theory  of  history,  the  thesis  of 
diminishing  US  involvement  can  be- 
come an  excuse  for  lack  of  serious 
1 analysis.  Mr  Clinton  in  his  Nato  speech 
i described  the  US  as  “the  indispensable 
| nation"  — a phrase  he  now  uses  fre- 
quently. It  is  true  that  he  also  sub- 
scribes to  the  view  that  new  technol- 
ogies will  break  down  “the  blocs  and 
barriers  that  defined  the  world  for  pre- 
vious generations.”  Yet  this  is  not  so 
different  from  the  century-old  US  quest 
for  an  Open  Door  world  — open  particu- 
larly to  US  trade  and  influence. 

Critics  of  US  intervention  abroad 
often  talk  as  if  it  can  simply  fade  away, 
while  those  in  favour  fear  that  it  will. 
That  is  not  going  to  happen:  the  world’s 
one  surviving  superpower  is  not  about 
to  effiace  itself.  It  retains  a preponderant 
influence  in  those  same  “global”  insti- 
tutions which  are  supposed  to  supplant 
it,  such  as  the  IMF  and  the  World  Trade 
Organisation.  When  it  decides  to  let  the 
real  global  body  which  it  should  be 
supporting  most  vigorously  — the 
United  Nations  — wither  on  the  vine,  it 
is  hardly  challenged.  Mr  Clinton  in 
Detroit  assigned  all  credit  for  peace  in 
Bosnia  to  the  US-led  NATO,  and  did  not 
even  mention  the  UN.  The  question  is 
not  whether  the  US  has  an  interna- 
tional role:  It  is  what  sort  of  role. 


Murdoch:  the  digital  dictator 


Politicians  have  refused  to  curb  him.  Now  it  is  almost  too  late 


WHEN  will  the  Conservatives  or  the 
Labour  party  be  able  to  beg  or  borrow 
the  guts  to  stand  up  to  Rupert  Mur- 
doch? The  great  promise  of  the  digital 
revolution  — as  set  out  by  A1  Gore, 
deputy  President  of  the  US  — was  that 
its  products  should  be  universally 
available  and  affordable.  Yet  by  as- 
tutely buying  up  the  main  world  sport- 
ing events  and  films  Mr  Murdoch  is 
ensuring  that  key  national  events  — 
often  in  stadiums  funded  by  public 
money  — are  seen  by  fewer  people 
(until,  as  he  hopes,  everyone  is  forced  to 
take  out  a BSkyB  subscription  to  see 
anything  worthwhile  at  all).  Now  — as  I 
Henry  Porter  explains  in  G2  today  — he 
Is  poised  not  just  to  own  the  sporting  i 
rights  themselves  but  the  electronic 
turnstiles  through  which  we  must  all 
pass  if  we  want  to  participate  in  the 
new  revolution  of  digital  television. 

He  is  about  to  place  contracts  for  the 
first  of  what  is  likely  to  become  mil- 
lions of  set-top  boxes  to  decode  the  is 
and  Os  of  digital  signals  into  high  qual- 
ity versatile  pictures  on  our  screens.  In 
theory  the  BBC  and  ITV  could  push 
ahead  and  manufacture  their  own  rival 
box.  But  they  are  so  expensive  (£200  to 
£400  depending  how  much  Mr  Murdoch 
decides  to  subsidise  them)  that  few 
people  will  want  to  buy  two  boxes  and 
by  the  time  the  others  have  got  their  act 
together  the  Rupert-box  will  already 
have  established  itself  as  the  standard. 
Mr  Murdoch  could  argue  that  he  has 
had  the  foresight  and  the  courage  to 
spend  large  sums  of  money  while  the 


others  have  been  pusillanimous.  That’s 
true  but  not  the  point  Quite  apart  from 
the  fact  that  it  isn’t  a level  playing  field 
(Mr  Murdoch’s  companies  pay  virtually 
no  tax  and  have  escaped  the  program- 
ming costs  that  ITV  companies  have  to 
hear),  the  key  to  digital  television’s 
hundreds,  maybe  thousands  of  new 
channels  is  too  important  to  be  left  in 
one  pocket  Especially  if  it  is  the  pocket 
of  Mr  Murdoch,  whose  overwhelming 
loyalty  is  to  the  profitability  of  his  own 
company  even  if  that  means  — outra- 
geously — kicking  the  BBC  off  his  Star 
satellite  in  the  Far  East  to  appease 
China,  or  booting  out  an  editor 
(Andrew  Neil)  because  he  jeopardised 
his  Malaysian  ambitions  or  raising  his 
charges  hugely  to  cable  companies  in 
order,  presumably,  to  squeeze  them  out 
of  competitive  existence. 

The  gateway  to  digital  television  is  so 
crucial  it  should  be  enshrined  in  law  as 
a common  carrier  owned  and  operated 
by  users  without  prejudice.  In  theory 
there  are  already  restrictions  on  Mr 
Murdoch’s  potential  to  exploit  his  mo- 
nopoly but  everyone  knows  that  in 
practice  he  will  run  rings  round  the 
regulators  and  will  use  the  awesome 
power  of  his  newspapers  and  media 
interests  around  the  world  to  under- 
mine any  political  party  that  dares  to 
challenge  his  divine  right  to  become  the 
digital  dictator  of  the  information  age. 
Labour  will  rue  the  day  it  gives  way  to 
him  for  short-term  political  advantage. 
Have  no  doubt,  Citizen  Murdoch  will 
call  in  any  favours. 


The  secret  that  always  is 


Britain’s  hidden  strength  may  be  brains  not  brawn 


A MINOR  mystery  of  the  second  world 
war  has  been  solved:  the  identity  of  the 
so-called  “man  who  never  was”.  Now 
we  know  that  it  was  the  body  of  a 
depressive  suicidal  tramp  called 
Glyndwr  Michael  that  was  deliberately 
washed  ashore  in  Spain  in  1943,  carry- 
ing the  forged  papers  which  success- 
fully hoaxed  the  Germans  into  believ- 
ing that  the  allied  invasion  of  southern 
Europe  would  start  in  Sardinia  rather 
than  Sidly. 

It  has  taken  Roger  Morgan  more  than 
thirty  years  of  research  to  come  up  with 
Mr  Michael's  heroic  but  long  forgotten 
name.  To  some,  such  an  obsessive  quest 
will  seem  almost  absurd,  or  as  another 
example  of  our  inability  to  put  the 
second  world  war  behind  us.  Yet  he  has 
actually  done  us  all  a favour. 

The  British  obsession  with  the  war 
provides  us  with  a national  myth  of1 
bravery  which  sustains  our  football 
hooligans  and  our  armed  forces  alike. 


But  the  conclusion  to  which  the  bril- 
liant 1943  hoax  points  is  rather  differ- 
ent. Like  the  1980s  revelations  about  the 
Enigma  code-breaking  operations  at 
Bletchley  Park,  it  suggests  that  we  have 
misled  ourselves  about  the  nature  of 
the  national  genius.  For  it  looks  as 
though  we  owed  victory  in  our  finest 
Hour  less  to  bravery  than  to  brains. 

If  that  is  true,  then  there  is  a lesson 
for  our  times.  The  battle  of  Waterloo 
may  or  may  not  have  been  won  on  the 
playing-fields  of  Eton  but  the  defeat  of 
Hitler  seems  increasingly  to  have  been 
won  in  the  maths  and  science  faculties 
of  our  universities.  Without  wishing  to 
substitute  one  national  stereotype  for 
another,  the  inference  is  that  victory 
goes  not  to  the  strongest  but  to  the 
brightest.  If  the  investment  In  British 
brains  could  defeat  fascism  then,  who 
knows  what  else  a fresh  investment  in 
the  national  grey  cells  might  achieve 
now? 


Tory  morals  fail  the  school  test 


LET  me  reveal  my  state  of 
damnation  at  once:  I am 
not  married  (Better  red 
than  wed.  October  28).  1 have 
two  happy,  academically  and 
socially  successful  daughters; 
a partner  of  Zl  years’  standing 
who  is  employed  In  a respon- 
sible position  with  a multi- 
national company,  a first- 
class  degree  in  philosophy 
and  classical  studies,  a cat,  a 
house  and  a mortgage.  Yet  for 
the  lack  of  a piece  of  legally 
worded  paper.  I am  to  be  de- 
nounced as  morally  unsound. 

We  took  the  long  route  to 
get  where  we  are.  My  partner 
and  I were  both  academic  fail- 
ures at  school,  largely  be- 
cause we  were  both  so  alien- 
ated from  the  rest  of  the 
"normal”  children.  My 
parents  were  separated  and 
my  father  is  black:  my  part- 
ner's parents  were  divorced. 
We  both  suffered  from  the 
cruelty  inflicted  by  uncom- 
prehending children  who  had 
been  taught  that  one  way  of 
living  was  “right'*.  My  part- 
ner gained  his  extensive  pro- 
fessional qualifications 
through  years  of  day  release. 
I gained  mine  as  a mature 
student 

But  my  daughters  have 
been  more  fortunate.  Their 
peers,  steeped  in  familial 
diversity,  have  not  found 


cause  to  taunt  them.  I can 
hardly  believe  that  respon- 
sible, worldly  adults  might  be 
in  all  seriousness  proposing 
to  return  to  a situation  where 
a child  is  denigrated  and 
alienated  from  her  contempo- 
raries because  her  familial 
situation  differs  from  the 
state-prescribed  norm. 
gim  Shahabudln. 

Nor  cot  Road, 

Tilehurst, 

Reading  RG30. 


Working  in  the  Middle  and 
Far  East  where  parents  and 
wider  society  take  much  of 
the  responsibility  for  encour- 
aging a culture  of  good  behav- 
iour, has  given  many  dues  as 
to  why  standards  in  British 
society  are  in  decline. 

Rob  Freeth. 

Headteacher,  Doha 
English-Speaking  School, 

PO  Box  7660, 

Doha,  Qatar. 


CHILDREN  learn  moral 
values  In  their*  homes, 


FOUR  years  ago  I left  my 
Dost  as  headteacher  of  one 


IT  WAS  profoundly  moving 
to  bear  Gillian  Shephard 


■ post  as  headteacher  of  one 
of  the  primary  schools  which 
sends  most  of  its  pupils  to  the 
Ridings  School  in  Halifax.  I 
did  so  largely  because  I had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that 
society  uses  teachers  as 
scapegoats. 

Teachers  who  work  in 
areas  like  the  Ovenden  estate 
have  to  deal  with  pupils  who 
are  not  only  disruptive  and 
violent  hut  whose  bad  behav- 
iour is  often  encouraged  by 
their  parents.  When  the 
school  takes  the  only  mean- 
ingful action  available  to  it 
and  suspends  one  of  these 
pupils,  it  frequently  finds  it- 
self in  conflict  with  not  only 
the  parents  but  politicians 
and  authorities  who  prefer  to 
blame  teacher  than  address 
their  own  responsibilities. 


■to  bear  Gillian  Shephard 
call  for  a greater  emphasis  on 
the  value  of  the  family  (Mar- 
riage key  to  Tory  morals,  Oc- 
tober 28).  Undoubtedly  what 
she  has  in  mind  is  asking  one 
of  her  backbench  colleagues 
in  the  Tory  Party  to  assist  us 
weaker  brethren  in  seeing  the 
importance  of  moral  living. 

She  is  not  short  of  choice: 
Tim  Yeo  will  do  as  he  knows 
only  too  well  the  benefits  of 
multiple  family  life,  or  per- 
haps David  Mellor  (if  she  can 
afford  his  fees),  and  Stephen 
Norris  could  take  time  out 
from  his  range  of  mistresses. 
For  a more  patrician  view 
there  is  always  Alan  Clarke, 
or  indeed  Lord  Parkinson. 

Hypocrisy?  Just  a touch. 
Lawrence  Waterman. 

Park  Road 
London  W4. 


values  In  their*  homes, 
from  school  and  by  osmosis 
from  those  prevalent  In  soci- 
ety and  implicit  in  the  behav- 
iour of  the  leaders  of  the 
country. 

What  moral  rectitude  will 
children  leant  from  the  Gov- 
ernment’s appointment  of  Sir 
Archibald  Hamilton  as  a 
judge  of  Neil  Hamilton's  con- 
duct? 

As  the  Guardian  reveals 
(Sir  Archie’s  question  of  judg- 
ment, October  26).  his  finan- 
cial transactions  are  not  Ille- 
gal. but  ethically  highly 
dubious,  depending  on  how 
you  view  his  practice  of  using 
his  parliamentary  privileges 
to  secure  large  consultancy 
fees. 

That  Mrs  Shephard  should 
consider  that  she.  as  a mem- 
ber of  this  disreputable  Gov- 
ernment is  equipped  to  dic- 
tate to  the  Schools 
Curriculum  Authority  on 
moral  teaching  in  schools,  de- 
fies belief- 

She’s  either  wildly  out  of 
touch  with  public  opinion  and 
unbelievably  arrogant,  or  else 
she’s  pulling  our  legs.  • 
Eileen  Noakes. 

Ridgeways, 

2 Lower  Warren  Road, . 
Kingsbridge, 

Devon  TQ7  ILF. 


DURING  the  six  months  I 
spent  in  prison  earlier 


this  year,  I met  very  few  of 
the  "dangerous  and  ' violent” 
offenders  whom. Michael 
Howard  would  have  us  be- 
lieve are  packing  tin*  jails 
(Jailhouse  Britain,  October 
28).  Instead  I -met  many, 
under-educated  women,  most 
with  young  children;  who 
were  In  jail  for  petty  crime, 
probation  violations  and  non- 
payment of  fines.  ' 

For  much  of  the  time . 1 
spent  in  prison;  stafF'shbrt- 
ages  meant  that  -education, 
association,  and  even  exercise 
— a statutory  right  — were 
cancelled  on  a dafly  basiB.  We 
were  not  Infrequently  locked 
up  in  our  single  cellsfor  up  to 
24  hours  a day.  Why:  does 
Michael  Howard  -think -that 
treating  people  like  animals, 
and  locking  them  up  forever 
longer  periods,  will  reduce 
the  propensity  to  reoffend? 
Andrea  Needham.  ■' 

Oak  Towers, 

Roughwood  Drive, 

Kirkby,  _ 

Merseyside  L3£ 


\ A /ELL  done,  Mr  Howard! 
V VAr  one  stroke  to  sweep 


Glass  houses 


SO  A public  consultation 
exercise  is  planned  for  the 


/rate 


O exercise  is  planned  for  the 
Millennium  Exhibition  at 
Greenwich  (Millennium 
plans  enter  crucial  stage.  Oc- 
! tober  28)?  I hope  this  exercise 
1 will  be  more  meaningful  than 
here  in  Edinburgh,  where  the 
Commission  itself  appears 
complicit  in  steam-rollering 
opposition. 

Edinburgh  City  Council 
wants  Millennium  money  for 
a £20mfllion  project  to  turn 
the  historic  and  unspoiled  city 
centre,  Calton  Hill,  into  a com- 
mercial theme  park,  mirror- 
ing Greenwich's  time  motif 
and  including  the  world's  larg- 
est all-glass  building.  Resi- 
dents and  tourists  alike  over- 
whelmingly oppose  the 
proposals.  A poll  conducted  by 
the  local  paper  at  the  Coun- 
cil’s request  reported  92  per 
cent  against  Yet  the  council- 
lors behind  this  intend  to 


On  sponsors 


A DAM  Sweeting’s  perfectly 
/\fair  review  of  The  South 


claim  support  from  their  own 
“consultation  exercise"  — a 
case-study  in  low-information 
and  high-marketing  speak 
held  in  an  obscure  location  at 
an  exhibition  of  innovative  ar- 
chitecture. Heavily  loaded 
questionnaires  there  will  pro- 
vide the  material  to  claim 
“public  consent".  Repeated 
pleas  for  open  public  meetings 
and  impartial  opinion  polling 
are  refused. 

The  Millennium  Commis- 
sion, however,  is  the  shadowy 


presence.  It  is  unaccountable, 
but  has  an  obvious  interest  in 
high-profile  schemes  going 
through.  It  is  meant  to  take 
no  part  in  developing  plans, 
yet  gave  Edinburgh  detailed 
Informal  advice  about  the 
sort  of  proposals  it  would  pre- 
fer. Its  guidelines  specify  pub- 
lic approval  for  schemes  as  a 
key  criterion,  but  no  defini- 
tion for  that  is  available. 

Nick  Fiddes. 

nick'<2clan.com 

Edinburgh. 


Post-mortem  ] Harding,  the  soft  touch 


Following  the  outcry 
over  my  theory  on  the 


■ over  my  theory  on  the 
causes  on  the  Sudden  Infant 
Death  Syndrome  (Doctor's  cot 
death  line  dismissed,  October 
25)  I would  be  grateful  for  a 
chance  to  defend  myself.  The 
research  was  conducted  over 
four  years  and  culminated  in 
a work  of  15,000  words  and 
some  350  references  based 
mainly  on  studies  for  the 
USA  Australia  and  New  Zea- 
land. The  paper  1 selected  to 
quote  which  states  that  “risk 
has  been  found  not  to  be  ele- 
vated when  the  father  smokes 
but  not  the  mother’’  is  well 
researched  and  has  not  been 
refuted 

My  work  does  not  state  that 
all  cot  deaths  are  due  to  poor 
parental  care  — to  have 
quoted  me  otherwise  is  both 
dangerous  and  inflammatory. 
I have,  however,  explained  not 
only  the  age  Incidence,  but 
also  how  aetiology  is  related 
to  each  of  the  11  risk  factors. 
All  of  these  cause  sleep  depri- 
vation, except  the  prone  sleep- 
ing position,  with  resultant  in- 
tense (not  “deep")  and  thus 
toneless  sleep.  Only  a modest 
percentage  of  risk  factors  are 
associated  with  lapses  in  good 
care,  and  the  latter  are  linked 
with  a disrupting  environ- 
ment which  prevents  a 
mother  from  being  preoccu- 
pied for  that  short  vital  time 
with  her  baby. 

(Dr)  J Michael  Simpson. 

Apt  128  Codex 
8400  Lagoa, 

Algarve.  Portugal 


I WONDER  if  I might  add  a 
I short  reminiscence  of  Mat- 


I short  reminiscence  of  Mat- 
thew Harding  (Letters.  Octo- 
ber 28),  whose  prompt  reac- 
tion to  a call  for  help  from  a 
female  he  didn't  know  and 
never  met  saved  her  from 
being  thrown  out  on  the 
street?  As  a sitting  tenant  of  a 
property  belonging  to  a com- 
pany which  was  part  of  the 
Chelsea  Football  Club,  I had 
asked  to  be  allowed  to  stay  on 
in  one  of  their  empty  fiats  for 
a maximum  two-month 
period  after  the  agreed  termi- 
nation of  my  tenancy,  until  I 
could  move  into  alternative 
accommodation . 

A request  to  the  company 
had  been  met  with  instant 
rejection,  and  in  desperation, 
remembering  an  article  about 
Matthew  Harding  in  the 
Guardian  over  a year  earlier 
which  described  him  as  af- 
fable and  a socialist,  I left  a 
letter  at  his  City  office  at 
9.30am  on  June  24  this  year, 1 
asking  for  his  help.  Literally  | 
24  hours  later.  I was  Informed 
I could  stay  on.  after  what  1 
later  heard  was  a rather : 
stormy  board  meeting  the ! 
previous  morning.  Harding 
must  have  virtually  followed  1 
me  back  from  the  City  to 
Stamford  Bridge  to  attend  it 
Susan  Haskins. 

12B  Wilmington  Square, 
London  WC1X  OES. 


philosophy  epitomised  the 
social  responsibility  that 
should  go  with  the  rewards  of 
a successful  business  career. 
His  attitude  was  “I’ve  dime 
well  out  of  business,  and  now 
1 want  to  put  something  back”  , 
and  his  recent  donation  to  the 
Labour  Party  showed  he 
meant  what  he  said.  I don’t 
suppose  that  there  are  many 
millionaires  who  proudly 
hang  their  (enormous)  tax  bill 
on  the  wan  of  their  City 
office. 

The  extraordinary  outpour- 
ing of  grief  showed  just  bow 
much  his  Unaffected  mannnr 
was  appreciated  by  everyone 
who  shared  his  passion  for 
our  national  game. 

Ross  Fraser. 

Chairman,  Chelsea 
Independent  Supporters’ 
Association. 

65  Walterton  Road, 

London  W2. 


/xfair  review  of  The  South 
Bank  Show’s  The  Making  of 
Michael  Collins  (Double-entry 
terrorism.  October  28)  rather 
obliquely  but  clearly  raises 
the  problem  of  our  relation- 
ship with  our  new  sponsors. 
The  Sunday  Telegraph:  “So 
you  had  to  wonder  how  the  j 
South  Bank  film  fitted  be-  < 
tween  the  tectonic  plates  of 
corporate  media  Interests, 
their  political  allegiances  and 
circulation  wars.” 

Sponsorship  is  widespread 
and  necessary  in  the  arts 
today.  The  Sunday  Telegraph 
has  absolutely  no  editorial 
input  into  the  South  Bank 
Show.  We  have  also  made  a 
policy  of  ensuring  our  edito- 
' rial  independence  from  the 
subjects  we  take  on  and  the 
questions  asked,  of  Neil  Jor- 
dan or  anyone  else.  Together 
with  the  rest  of  our  documen- 
taries. the  film  on  Collins  was 
a result  of  what  we  as  a team 
wanted  to  say. 

Melvyn  Brags. 

Controller  of  Arts,  LWT, 
London  Television  Centre, 
London  SE1 9LT. 


V VAr  one  stroke  to  sweep 
the  wicked  under  the  carpet 
and  to  solve  the  problem  of 
rural  unemployment.  A new 
prison  is  a godsend  to  any 
run-down  small  town.  It  guar- 
antees lots  of  secure  Jobs  and 
provides  a bonanza  for  the 
local  traders.  Mind  you  any 
old-fashioned  ideas  like  reha- 
bilitation and  resettlement  of 
offenders  have-to  go  out  of  the 
window.  The  thing  Is  to  keep 
the  fodder  flowing  into  the 
machine.  • . ■ 

I M Parker. 

The  Cottage, 

Westleton, 

■Saxmundham, 

Suffolk  DP173AD. 


Cheap  shot 


THE  call  by  Dr  Oscar  Arias 
to  control  arms  exports  to 


We  may  edit  letters:  shorter 
ones  are  more  likely  to  appear. 
We  regret  we  cannot 
acknowledge  those  not  used. 


■ to  control  arms  exports  to 
the  developing  world  is  well 
justified  (A  plague  of  arms, 
October  21).  However,  earlier 
this  year.  Israel  pulled  off  a 
barter  deal  with  Costa  Rica. 
In  which  his  country  paid 
more  than  $3,000,000  for  a con- 
signment of  secondhand  Is- 
raeli weapons  (famously. 
Costa  Rica  has  no  standing 
army!).  As  a British  resident 
of  his  green  and  splendid 
land.  I was  appalled,  in  com- 
mon, with  most  Costa  Ricans. 
Particularly  as  the  swingeing 
departure  tax  ($35  for  citi- 
zens) is  said  to  be  for  improv- 
ingthe  infrastructure,  not  for 
buying  guns. 

(Dr)  T J Gray. 

6 Marten  Road, 

Folkestone, 

Kent  CT20  2RJ. 


A Country  Diary 


Biker’s  rage 


I READ  with  interest  your 
article  about  road  rage 
directed  at  cyclists  by  motor- 
ists (All  the  road  rage.  Octo- 
ber 23).  Do  any  of  your  read- 
ers have  any  similar  tactics 
for  dealing  with  self-righteous 
cyclists  who  feel  entitled  to  go 
through  red  lights  and  over 
pedestrian,  crossings,  menac- 
ing innocent  pedestrians  in 
the  process? 

Rob  Warwick. 

43  Carden  Road. 

London  SE15  3UB. 


AT  A time  when  self  seek- 
ing politicians  are  jump- 


ing on  the  “morality”  band- 
wagon. Matthew  Harding’s 


CHESHIRE:  Wild  flowers 
were  becoming  hard  to  find 
by  the  last  week  in  October 
but  I reached  the  grand  total 
of  24  during  a long  walk 
through  the  valley  on  a warm 
and  sonny  autumn  day.  The 
Himalayan  balsam  on  the 
river  bank  looked  very  be- 
draggled after  the  recent 
rains.  However,  there  were 
still  plenty  of  bright  pink  and  < 
white  flowers  in  evidence  and  i 
these,  together  with  several 
patches  of  red  campion  and  & 
few  tall  plants  of  hogweed, 
were  the  most  obvious 
amongst  those  on  the  list 
Less  conspicuous  was  the . 
herb  Robert  hidden  away  in  a 
sheltered  spot  beneath  a haw- . 
thorn  hedges  and  the  tiny, 1 
white,  star-shaped  flowers  of 
bog  stitchwort  with  square 
stems  scrambling  through  the 
tall  damp  grass  in  a marshy 
depression  close  to  the  river 
On  a small  grass  embank- 
ment by  the  road  that  crosses 
the  southern  edge  of  the  val- 
ley some  black  knapweed, 
devils-bit  scabious  and  self- 
heal  were  still  in  flower  and 


the  purple,  blue  and  violet 
heads  had  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  two  small  tortoishell 
butterflies  in  their  quest  for 
nectar.  Not  included  in  the 
total  was  the  dog  violet  which 
was  only  in  bud,  and  these 
buds  would  never  open.  The 
plant’s  dark  green  leaves  had 
persisted  long  after  its  blue 
flowers,  produced  in  spring, 
had  faded  away  and.  iricp  the 

wood  sorrel,  It  had  resorted  to 
self-pollination  as  a safeguard 
against  the  lack  of  insects  in 
the  often  cold  months*  of 
March  and  ApriL  The  bright 
green  shut  buds  would  germi- 
nate inside  these  closed  cases, 
producing  abundant  seed. 
Eventually,  with  my  search 
for  flowers  exhausted,  I 
turned  my  attention  tothe 
fungi  which  proved  to  be 
more  visible  and  numerous. 
On  one  large  trunk  of. a fallen 
beech  I counted  five  spodes  of 
small  fungi,  including  a^rtw 
of  club-shaped  fruit  bodies  of 
the  candle  snuff  fungos  wfth-  * 
antler-like  • whitish  tfps-'iind-- 
black  stalks.  : ' - . . 

JM  THOMPSON. 
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Diary 


UNICttJELY  touching 
document  has  come 
— unto  the  Diary's  pos- 
session. It  la  a British 
Airways  competition  form. 

filled  out  neatly  in  black 
felt-tip,  which  was  found  at 
the  Conservative  Party  con- 
ference in  Bournemouth. 
BA,  which  bad  a stand 

there,  was  holding  the 

contest  purely  for  dele- 
gates, who  were  invited  to 
compete  for  “a  dream 
“hoEdayfbrtwo  In  the  Carib- 
bean worth  £3,000”.  All 
they  had  to  do  was  answer 
five  mntttple-irfioice  ques- 
tions—how  many  people 
BA  ffew  into  Britain  last 
year,  for  Instance,  and  how 
many  it  employs  (nothing, 
oddly  enough,  about  how 
many  it  has  harassed  for 
complaining  about  finding 
bits  of  glass  in  its  food) — 
and  then  write  a tie-breaker 
ofno  more  than  15  words. 
This  particular  form,  which 
was  found  discarded,  was 
completed  but  never 
entered  by  a certain  Mr  PR 
McDowell  from  Cheshire. 
Giving  his  occupation  as 

"constituency  agent,”  Mr 
McDowell  ticked  off  the  five 
answers  and  then,  respond- 
ing to  the  poser  “I’d  like  to 
fly  British  Airways  to  the 
Caribbean  because. . 
produced  a tie-breaker  so 
sweet  it  makes  you  want  to 
weep.  “1  could  do  with  a 
break,”  wrote  Mr  McDow- 
ell, ‘Tin  Neil  Hamilton’s 
agent.” 


i MTV:  an  apology.  On 
(Friday,  it  was  errone- 
JoasJly  stated  that  the 
breakfast  station  GMTV 
pulled  out  of  an  interview 
with  John  Major  in  favour 
of  one  with  singing  duo 
Robson  and  Jerome.  This 
was  incorrect,  and  we  wish 
to  apologise  if  we  inadver- 
tently made  GMTV  seem 
trivial  and  foolish.  In  fhet, 
the  interview  with  the 
Prime  Minister  was  can- 
celled, we  now  learn,  to 
make  way  for  a Tom  and 
Jerry  cartoon. 


IN  sensational  news  from 
Oxfordshire,  Banbury 
Conservative  Club  Is 
contemplating  changing  its 
name  after  102  years.  The 
Banbury  bit  is  fine.  It's  the 
rest  they’re  not  sure  about. 
“We  feel  a lot  of  younger 
people  stay  away  because  it 
is  called  the  Conservative 
Club.”  says  Ms  chairman, 
Duncan  Ainsworth.  Mem- 
bers vote  on  Thursday  on 
whether  to  change,  and 
if  so,  to  what.  Suggestions 
are  most  welcome. 


STEPHEN  Neville 

writes  from  War  ley  in 
the  west  Midlands  to 
report  receiving  a free  gift 
from  a computer  magazine. 
It  is  a CD-Rom  of  everything 
published  in  the  Sunday 
Times  last  year,  and  on  get- 
ting it  home,  Mr  Neville  did 
what  any  normal  person 
would  do  . . .he  headed  for 
the  musings  of  wine  waiter 
Taki-George.  Filing  away  in 
the  memory  banks  T-G’s 
promise  a year  ago  to  leave 
the  country  should  Labour 
win  the  election,  we  come  to 
the  Cypriot’s  New  Year’s- 
Day  predictions  for  1995. 
“Neither  Boris  Yeltsin,  nor 
Deng  Xiaoping,  nor  Fidel 
Castro,  nor  Helmut  Kohl, 
nor  John  Major  will  be 
around  this  time  next 
year.”  wrote  the  seer, 

“while  Charles  Pasqua  will 
be  presiding  at  the  Ely  see”. 
Truly,  the  man's  a genius. 


>N  the  machine  is  a 
message  from  Cri 
Geller.  “If  you  don’t 
lime  back,”  it  says,  “1 
11  bend  your  phone.”  Uri, 
xanspires,  wants  to  con- 
m Friday’s  item  about 
b teddy  bear.  He  did  bor- 
w his  son  Daniel’s  teddy , 
ergjse  it  with  healing 
wer,  and  send  it  by  cou- 
■r  to  help  A1  Gore’s  in- 
red  son,  A1  Junior.  And 
b ITS  Vice  President  did 
ieed  write  to  thank  him 
•the  teddy  bear’s  medical 
lp  when  the  boy  recov- 
’d. Ha  ving  made  this 
ar,  Uri  offers  “anexclu- 
u scoop”  about  how  he 
tied  healing  crystals  he- 
ath the  Wembley  goal- 
sts  before  England  games 
Euro  ’96.  Can  you  guess 
dchonehe  missed?  “T 
nt  there  with  four  crys- 
s on  the  day  of  the  Ger- 
my  game;”  says  Uri  sadly, 
□t  they  weren’t  letting 
pane  on  the  pitch.” 


ONE  of  those  annual 
lists  of  Hollywood’s 
100  most  powerful 
people  has  just  been  pub- 
lished. Now  magazine 
reports,  and  goess  who 
makes  a new  entry  at  num- 
ber 100?  Yee,  if  s Lourdes 
Clccone.  Not  bad  going,  is  it, 
for  someone  aged  a 

fortnight? 


Howard,  the  Home 
Alone  Secretary 
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THE  final  session  of  this 
Parliament  belongs  to 
Michael  Howard. 
There  could  be  no 
more  fitting  gargoyle  on  its 
tombstone.  The  Home  Secre- 
tary is  in  charge  of  half  the 
parliamentary  time  and  all 
the  political  pay-off,  as  he 
should  be. 

His  bills  axe  the  last  at- 
tempt to  dean  up  what  has 
gone  wrong,  the  detritus  of  17 
years.  Paedophiles,  stalkers,  a 
plethora  of  guns  and  knives, 
above  all  the  onward  march 
of  crime:  that  these  should  be 
the  preoccupation  of  the  Com- 
mons’s last  six  months  is  elo- 
quent — and  not  just  about 
the  state  of  Britain.  The  buck 
stops  with  Mr  Howard.  He  de- 
serves his  apotheosis.  His 
work  is  all  his  own.  - 

Uniquely  among  ministers, 
the  Home  Secretary  is  lord  of 
his  terrain.  He  has  political 
licence  no  other  minister  can 
match,  if  he  wants  to  use  it. 
What  tethers  most  other  gov- 
ernmental work  is  either 
economy  or  diplomacy  — or 
both.  Since  “policy”  on  health 
or  agriculture  or  education 
usually  has  resources  at  the 
heart  of  it,  the  Treasury’s 


agreement  is  indispensable. 
Any  policy  with  international 
aspects  brings  in  the  Foreign 
Office.  The  need  Ibr  cross- 
departmental  consensus 
restrains  even  the  most  asser- 
tive Defence  Secretary.  The 
networks  of  Whitehall,  cash- 
linked  and  priority-minded, 
impose  their  own  form  of  col- 
lective government. 

The  Home  Office  lives  in  a 
different  world.  Crime  is  in- 
ternational, and  Europe  is 
ever-present,  so  the  FCO  has 
something  to  say.  But  “pol- 
icy” often  costs  nothing  up 
front,  and  can  be  declared  by 
a bold  minister  after  little  or 
no  consultation.  This  is  what 
happened  with  the  27-point 
manifesto  with  which  Mr 
Howard  announced  himself 
as  a crime-buster  at  the  1993 
Conservative  Party  confer- 
ence. The  first  John  Major 
heard  of  most  of  that  was 
when  he  listened  to  it  on  the 
platform,  yet  it  committed  the 
collective  to  new  policies 
based  on  nothing  more  per- 
suasive than  Mr  Howard's 
prejudices.  The  story  is  not 
much  different  in  1996,  with 
the  fifth  crime  bill  In  six 
years. 

The  colleagues,  in  other 
words,  play  small  part  in  Mr 
Howard's  triumph.  The  Home 
Office  rules.  Emergencies 
produce  exceptions,  and  over 
Dunblane  and  the  Cullen 
Report,  the  Home  Secretary's 
attention  to  the  gun  lobby 
was  overridden  by  the  Scot- 
tish Secretary's  anxiety  for 
his  seat.  But  this  was  a rare 
setback.  Normally,  other  min- 
isters, their  budgets  unthreat- 


ened, have  left  matters  of 
crime  and  Liberty  to  Mr  How- 
ard. Even  the  serious  budget- 
ary consequences  of  a policy 
that  win  involve  building  20 

more  prisons  has  not  excited 
their  concern,  maybe  because 
day-to-day  spending  on  pris- 
ons has  already  been  sharply 
cut  by  Mr  Howard  himself. 

Colleagues,  however,  are 
only  the  first  of  the  excluded. 
Next  come  the  officials  who. 
unlike  ministers,  actually 
want  to  be  or  service  to  the 
great  man.  Expertise  and  ex- 
perience is  what  they  are  paid 
to  deliver.  But  Mr  Howard 
soon  showed  his  disdain  for 
what  they  had  to  offer.  Such 
was  his  certainty  in  his  own 
judgment  that,  within  six 
months  of  going  to  the  Home 
Office,  he  was  the  subject  or 
an  unprecedented  complaint 
by  under-  and  assistant -secre- 
taries in  the  policy  field,  who 
notified  the  head  of  their  de- 
partment that  they  were 
being  ignored  and  humili- 
ated. Stories  of  ministerial 
contempt  were  legion,  and  if 
the  stream  has  now  abated  it 
is  only  because  officials  have 
long  given  up  expecting  any- 
thing better. 

Disregard  for  their  adher- 
ence to  objectivity  continues 
rampant.  Take  mandatory 
sentencing,  the  cornerstone  of 
Mr  Howard’s  valedictory  bilL 
It  is  hard  to  find  an  expert  In 
the  field  who  supports  the 
removal  of  judicial  discretion. 
Even  for  the  most  serious 
crime,  murder,  the  manda- 
tory life  sentence  has  at- 
tracted a body  of  careful  nega- 
tive research.  By  substituting 


the  crudity  of  a political  in- 
struction for  the  case-by-case 
justice  judges  presently  ad- 
minister, in  new  fields  from 
burglary  to  rape,  the  bill  does 
not  merely  guarantee  some 
atrocious  sentences  but 
stands  a fair  chance  of  defeat- 
ing its  own  purposes.  It  may 
neither  punish  nor  deter. 
There  Is  plenty  of  evidence 
from  other  jurisdictions 
pointing  to  the  tendency  of  ju- 
ries not  to  convict,  and  some- 
times prosecutors  not  to  try, 
where  they  see  the  grotesque 
injustice  that  might  result  In 
the  particular  case. 

These  are  trivial  incon- 
veniences, swept  aside  by  the 
Home  Secretary.  He  is  his  own 
best  expert  at  manipulating 
select  statistics  to  produce  the 
right  result.  In  any  case,  his 
glorious  isolation  is  not  yet 
complete.  There  are  other 
people  whose  wisdom  cannot 
be  allowed  to  compromise  it  — 
the  Judges.  Lord  Taylor,  then 


He  ignores 
colleagues, 
despises  officials, 
teaches  a civics 
lesson  to  judges 


Lord  Chief  Justice,  described 
Howard's  latest  exercise  inju- 
dicious language,  observing 
that  "never  in  the  history  of 
our  criminal  law  have  such 
far-reaching  proposals  been 
put  forward  on  the  strength  of 
such  dubious  and  flimsy  evi- 
dence". Lord  Donaldson  said 
that  under  them  judges  would 
“be  required  to  be  unjust". 
Even  when  judges  freely  enter 
public  debate,  not  one  of  them 
has  supported  what  the  Home 
Secretary  proposes.  But  then 
Judges  know  something  about 
crime,  its  variety  and  com- 
plexity, its  infinite  resistance 
to  simple  responses.  Last 
week,  Mr  Howard  dismissed 
them  Ion  Radio  4's  Today)  as 
being  without  democratic 
legitimacy. 


So  we  know  who  be  does 
not  listen  to.  He  ignores  his 
colleagues,  despises  his  offi- 
cials, teaches  a civics  lesson 
to  the  judges.  He  is  almost, 
but  not  quite,  alone.  Keeping 
him  company,  source  of  his 
wisdom  and  fount  of  his  ener- 
gy. are  the  public  at  large. 
What  he  Is  doing,  he  has  often 
told  us.  is  done  by  public  de- 
mand. And  nobody  would 
deny  that  the  public  wants 
something  done  about  many 
aspects  of  the  crime  that  has 
roared  through  our  society 
over  the  past  two  decades. 

The  public,  however,  is  a 
problematic  source  of  truth.  It 
is  called  in  aid  as  the  stipula- 
tor of  tough  sentencing,  with- 
out any  evidence  that  it  has 
precise,  or  even  approximate, 
knowledge  of  what  presently 
goes  on  in  court.  I doubt  that 
one  person  in  a hundred 
could  accurately  describe 
what  sentences  are  now  given 
and  available  for  either  rape 
or  burglary,  yet  it  is  upon  this 
body  of  collective  wisdom 
that  the  case  for  the  Howard 
regime  entirely  rests.  If 
people  are  ignorant  of  the 
status  quo,  it  seems  unwise  to 
endow  with  supreme  author- 
ity their  demand  to  change  it. 
Yet,  outside  himself,  that  is 
the  only  Influence  Mr  Howard 
will  concede. 

Here.  I think,  we  reach  his 
real  apotheosis.  The  public, 
wallowing  in  ignorance, 
takes  a version  of  the  truth 
from  those  with  the  loudest 
voices.  Over  crime  and  pun- 
ishment, they  are  the  voices 
that  elevate  simplicity,  injus- 
tice and  brute  responses  over 
subtlety,  intelligence  and  cre- 
ative realism.  They  are  found 
all  over  the  press,  tabloid  and 
other,  which  goads  the 
country  down  to  its  own  level 
of  despair. 

But  the  chief  instructor  of 
the  ignorant  is  the  Home  Sec- 
retary himself.  He  is  the  au- 
thority who  tells  the  people 
there  is  no  other  way,  then 
cites  them  as  his  own  author- 
ity. The  solipsism  is  com- 
plete. Michael  Howard:  alpha 
and  omega  of  a dying  govern- 
ment that  looks  only  to  itself. 


When  knives  are  out 

More  murderers  use  what  statistics  call  ‘sharpened  instruments’  than  they  do 
handguns  or  shotguns.  Duncan  Campbell  believes  we  must  ban  combat  knives 


THE  simplest  route 
from  the  Guardian 
offices  to  the  Old 
Bailey  is  through 
Smlthfield  meat 
market,  it  seems  somehow  ap- 
propriate to  have  to  step  over 
pools  of  blood  on  the  way  to 
court.  The  meat  porters  are  a 
fairly  cheery  crew  — “No 
dancing!”  one  of  them 
shouted,  when  I slipped  on 
the  inevitably  treacherous 
surface  the  other  week. 

Just  south  of  the  market,  as 
you  approach  the  building 
where  Learco  Chindamo  was 
jailed  for  life  for  stabbing 
head  teacher  Philip  Lawrence 
to  death  last  week,  is  a 
butcher's  equipment  shop.  On 
display  is  the  most  impres- 
sive array  of  sharpened  in- 
struments seen  outside  the 
Glasgow  Gorbals  of  the  1930s, 
when  slashing  was  regarded 
almost  as  an  art  form. 

In  the  r-iflagfo  novel  about 
that  era.  No  Mean  City,  the 
authors  A McArthur  and  H 
Kingsley  Long  recount  how 
Johnnie  Stark  became  the 
Razor  King  of  Glasgow.  Stark 
would  “whirl  his  weapons 
iiir»  a drum-major”  and  was 
even  given  a pair  of  cut-throat 
razors  with  fancy  handles  as 
a wedding  present. 

Real  life  in  Glasgow  then 
mirrored  the  bloody  battles  in 
the  book . and  the  Glasgow 
Evening  Times  in  1931 
reported  the  debris  picked  up 
by  the  police  after  one  partic- 
ularly violent,  street  confron- 
tation: “The  spear  of  a sword- 
fish a wicked-looking 

Gurkha  knife  ...  a piece  of 
copper  tubing  ...  a brass- 
beaded  poker  ...  an  iron,  rod 
three  foot  long,  with  a hoc*  at 
each  end.” 

Vnn  sat  the  Dicture:  if  you 


are  looking  for  a weapon  to 
inflict  lethal  damage  you  can 
find  one  in  any  butcher’s 
equipment  store,  chemist's 
shop  or  ironmonger.  Razors 
are  viewed  nostalgically  in 
some  quarters  as  liberal 
weapons  because  the  wounds 
they  inflicted  were  more  dam- 
aging to  a man’s  vanity  than 
his  life,  whereas  a plunged 
knife  often  kills. 

So  after  the  — partially  — 
successful  crusade  against 
handguns  comes  another 
against  combat  knives.  There 
are  a number  of  key  differ- 
ences in  the  debates.  For  a 
start,  there  is  no  significant 


battle  were  at  least  able  to 
load  their  rifle  correctly. 
There  have  been  no  similar 
government  schemes  to  teach 
young  men  how  best  to  kill 
someone  with  a knife,  so 
there  Is  no  historic  notion  of  a 
citizenry  armed  with  a knife 
in  Us  teeth  and  ready  against 
an  enemy. 

In  November  1994,  in  the 
same  building  in  which  Chin- 
damo  has  Just  been  sentenced, 
two  young  men  were  jailed 
for  life  for  murder.  Jamie 
Petrollni  and  Richard  Elsey 
were  two  young  students  at 
an  Oxford  crammer  who  had 
become  besotted  with  the  fen- 


run?  All  the  three  police  staff 
associations  are  in  talks  to 
see  whether  there  is  a defini- 
tion of  a combat  knife  that 
would  differentiate  it  from  a 
carver  or  a Boy  Scout's  knife. 
The  Police  Superintendents' 
Association  has  been  most 
voluble  on  the  subject  Brian 
Mackenzie,  its  president, 
says:  “the  type  of  weapons  we 
are  talking  about  has  no  pur- 
pose apart  from  causing 
grievous  bodily  harm.  I would 
not  have  thought  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  ban  the  sale  of  these 
things.  It  is  almost  a fashion 
accessory  to  a lot  of  young- 
sters and  I think  we  need  to 


Gorbals  weapons  included  the  spear  of  a swordfish,  a 
wicked  Gurkha  knife  and  an  iron  rod  with  a hook  at  each  end 


knife  lobby.  Nobody  threw 
knives  for  Great  Britain  at 
Atlanta  or,  if -they  did,  they 
didn't  do  it  in  any  competitive 
arena.  There  are  no  knife 
clubs,  no  ranges  where  you 
can  go  and  disembowel  clay 
deer.  So  the  arguments 
against  a ban  are  less  clearly 
articulated. 

The  earliest  gun  clubs  In 
this  country  were  set  up  after 
the  Boer  war,  when  it  was 
realised  by  the  government 
that  the  average  English 
working-class  man  had  no 
idea  how  to  load,  aim  or  dean 
a gun,  whereas  his  Boer  coun- 
terpart was  happily  femihar 
with  firearms.  The  workplace 
chib  grew,  with  people  shoot- 
ing competitively  for  railway 
companies  or  steel  mills,  so 
that  by  the  time  the  first 
world  war  came  along,  that 
whole  generation  of  young 
men  who  went  out  to  die  in 


tasy  of  being  SAS  hardmen. 
Their  bible  was  the  best-seller 
Bravo  Two  Zero  by  SAS  man 
Andy  McNab,  who  fold  his 
readers  that  the  best  way  to 
“slot"  Iraquis  was:  “Just  keep 
on  cutting  until  you’ve  gone 
right  through  the  windpipe 
and  the  head  has  just  about 
come  away  in  your  hands." 
There  was  a fiiss  about  knives 
at  the  time  but  the  victim, 
Mohamed  el-Sayed,  was  an 
Egyptian  chef  and  soon  faded 
from  the  news. 

There  was  no  lasting  cam- 
paign to  ban  combat  knives.  It 
was  tacitly  accepted  that, 
since  you  could  buy  a lethal 
knife  in  any  supermarket, 
there  was  little  point  in  try- 
ing to  proscribe  other  knives 
just  because  they  looked  fero- 
cious or  were  advertised  in 
shops  frequented  by  Andy 
McNab  wannabee. 

So  why  are  we  having  a re- 


tackle  it  from  that  point  of 
view.”  The  Association  of 
Chief  Police  Officers  is  also 
happy  to  bash  out  a definition 
if  one  can  be  honestly  found. 

Which  makes  the  position 
that . the  Home  Secretary, 
Michael  Howard,  adopted  last 
week  intriguing.  He  had  said 
that  as  much  as  was  feasible 
had  been  done  already  to 
limit  the  use  erf  such  weapons; 
implicit  in  this  was  an  idea 
that  there  was  little  point  in 
introducing  fresh  legislation 
when  there  were  so  many 
knives  available  that  they 
were  beyond  limitation.  Now, 
on  an  average  Friday  night 
many  more  young  men  will 
pick  up  a cannabis  joint  in 
their  right  hand  than  will 
pick  up  a Bowie  knife  or 
switchblade.  But  although 
Michael  Howard  would  ac- 
cept that  his  laws  have  had 
little  effect  on  the  number  of 


young  people  smoking  canna- 
bis (and,  as  far  as  we  know, 
no  one  has  yet  been  stabbed 
to  death  with  a joint)  he  has 
nonetheless  introduced  law 
after  law  to  prevent  cannabis 
consumption.  He  has  often 
said  that  just  because  a law  is 
flouted,  it  does  not  mean  that 
we  should  do  nothing. 

In  the  latest  annual  homi- 
cide figures  for  England  and 
Wales,  236  people  were  killed 
by  a sharpened  instrument 
out  of  a total  of  677  deaths. 
That  is  35  per  cent,  so  the 
sharp  weapon,  usually  a 
knife,  is  the  country's  fa- 
voured murder  weapon.  In 
Scotland,  the  percentage  is 
even  higher,  at  43  per  cent.  So 
we  are  talking  about  weapons 
that  regularly  kill  more 
people  than  handguns  and 
shotguns  put  together. 

If  we  can  introduce  and  Jus- 
tify drugs  laws  that  have  little 
effect  we  can  surely  intro- 
duce and  justify  laws  that 
define  and  ban  combat 
knives.  Knives  with  names 
like  Rambo  Sid  ear  m and 
Rambo  Shortsword  are  not 
bought  by  people  who  want 
them  to  chop  their  celery 
down  a manageable  size  for  a 
salad  or  think  that  they  might 
use  them  to  extract  a pebble 
from  a horse’s  hoof  on  an 
Outward  Bound  weekend. 

Banning  combat  knives  is 
not  going  to  stop  a head- 
banger  with  a meat-cleaver 
hidden  in  his  newspaper  from 
killing  someone  outside  the 
pub.  But  banning  combat 
knives  will  mean  that  people 
who  want  to  carry  Rambo 
hardwear  under  their  camou- 
flage trousers  will  have  to 
work  that  much  harder  to 
indulge  their  fantasies.  Noth- 
ing wrong  with  that,  Is  there? 


Books  beyond 
the  Booker’s 
city  limits 


D J Taylor 


LAST  month,  the 
Cumbrian  writer  John 
Murray  published  his 
fourth  noveL  Reiver  Blues:  A 
Border  Apocalypse  (Flam- 
bard,  £8.99)  is  an  arresting 
piece  of  work,  a comic  extrav- 
aganza set  in  the  “debatable 
lands”  around  Carlisle, 
touching  on  such  topics  as 
oriental  sex  manuals,  auber- 
gines and  16th-century  bor- 
der history,  and  turning 
towards  its  end  into  a satire 
on  recent  events  in  the  for- 
mer Yugoslavia. 

However,  I can  guarantee 
that  not  one  in  20  or  the 
readers  of  this  article,  or  the 
punters  bidden  to  attend  the 
Booker  Prize  dinner  at  the 
Guildhall,  will  even  have 
heard  of  book  or  author. 

Why  is  this?  Is  it  because 
John  Murray  isn’t  any  good? 
No,  he  is  a previous  winner  of 
a Dylan  Thomas  Award,  and 
his  book  comes  with  praise 
from  the  likes  of  Margaret 
Forster  and  Jonathan  Coe  — 
people  whose  opinion  the  lit- 
erary world  generally 
respects.  Is  It  because  the 
book  isn’t  widely  obtainable? 
No  again  — despite  their 
small  size,  his  publishers 
have  a proper  distribution 
system  and  most  of  the  major 
London  stores  are  stocking  it. 

In  feet,  the  reason  why 
most  people  will  never  have 
heard  of  John  Murray  is  that 
his  books  are  brought  out  by 
a small  press  In  the  north  of 
England  and  therefore  no  one 
ever  reviews  him. 

Critics  often  complain 
about  the  cliquishness  and 
back-scratching  of  the  aver- 
age books  pages.  Rarely, 
though,  does  anyone  draw  at- 
tention to  their  incorrigible 
metropolitan  bias  and  their 
lack  of  Interest  in  any  novel 
not  stamped  with  the  colo- 
phon of  a major  London  pub- 
lishing house.  One  of  the 
more  cheering  developments 
of  British  literary  life  over 
the  past  half-decade  has  been 
the  emergence  of  a clutch  of 
small,  lively,  provincial  pub- 
lishing firms. 

Some,  like  Panurge  Pub- 
lishing in  Cumbria  or  Sunk 
Island  in  Lincolnshire,  have 
grown  out  of  successful  liter- 
ary magazines.  Others,  like 
Flam  bard,  based  in  Newcas- 
tle, or  slightly  older  firms 
such  as  Carcanet  (Manches- 
ter) and  Polygon  (Edinburgh) 
go  in  for  kinds  of  writing  that 
the  big  firms  tend  to  ignore. 
What  unites  them  is  their 
almost  complete  Inability  to 
get  their  books  noticed  in  the 
national  media. 

The  history  of  Rampant 
Horse  Books  is  an  example  of 
this.  Based  in  Norwich  and 
specialising  in  new  novels  by 


writers  one  had  actually 
heard  of  (Susan  Curran  and 
Jeremy  Leland,  for  instance) 
Rampant  Horse  soon  ran  up 
against  a single,  immoveable 
obstacle:  no  one  would 
review  their  books.  In  the 
end.  the  owners  decided  to 
invest  a substantial  part  of 
their  capital  simply  in  hiring 
a PR  agency  to  tout  their  list 
around  the  literary  editors. 
Still  no  one  would  review 
them.  Chastened  and  presum- 
ably wallet-lightened,  the  pro- 
prietors went  hark  to  their 
day-jobs. 

But  the  Rampant  Horse  ex- 
perience is  pervasive.  Among 
half-a-dozen  unjustly  ne- 
glected “regional  writers” 
one  might  single  out  Julia 
Darling,  whose  short  story 
collection.  Bloodlines,  again 
published  by  an  obscure  firm 
in  the  north-west,  was  good 
enough  to  be  read  on 
Woman's  Hour  and  win  a 
substantial  literary  award, 
but  attracted  one  mention  on 
a national  books  page. 

A little  research  in  the 
newspaper  libraries  confirms 
this  bias.  I selected  two  Sun- 
day newspapers,  the  Times 
and  Telegraph,  and  two  dai- 
lies, the  Guardian  and  Inde- 
pendent. with  a reputation 
for  good  books  coverage  and 
combed  through,  a month's 
worth  of  reviews  sections  to 
count  how  many  times  a 
review  noticed  a novel  not 
published  by  a major  London 
firm.  The  Sunday  Times  man- 
aged one,  a 100-word  notice  of 
a Women's  Press  crime  novel; 
the  Sunday  Telegraph  scored 
nil;  the  Guardian  summa- 
rised a Polygon  novel  in  two 
sentences;  the  Independent, 
nothing.  About  the  only  ex- 
ception to  this  depressing 
rule  is  the  Mail  on  Sunday, 
which,  despite  its  mass  circu- 
lation, does  manage  to  notice 
occasional  books  by  small  op- 
erators, such  as  Ringpufl  and 
No  Exit 

Taxed  with  thin  failing, 
the  average  literary  edi- 
tor tends  to  look  glum 
and  murmur  about  lack  of 
space  and  editorial  fiats. 
Many  editors  — the  Sunday 
Times  is  a prime  culprit  — 
are  forever  nagging  their 
staff  to  hire  well-known 
people  to  review  books  by 
well-known  people.  But 
where  does  this  leave  Che 
small  fiction  publisher? 
About  the  best  they  can  hope 
for  Is  to  exist  as  a literary 
nursery,  cultivating  the  odd 
Tibor  Fischer  (as  Polygon 
did)  only  to  have  him 
snatched  by  a big  firm. 

To  return  to  John  Murray, 
I think  that  Reiver  Blues  is 
twice  as  good  a book  as  — say 
— the  new  Margaret  Drabble, 
currently  clogging  up  space 
on  every  books  page.  Sadly, 
most  potential  readers  will 
never  have  the  chance  to  con- 
firm or  deny  this  opinion.  It 
is  worth  remembering,  as 
this  year's  Booker  winner 
steps  forward  to  receive  his 
or  her  £25,000,  that  there  are 
other  voices  out  there  in  the 
debatable  lands  beyond  the 
London  book-circuit  They, 
too,  deserve  their  hearing. 


Will  you  support  us? 

The  Royal  College  of  Physicians  secs  the  standards 
and  controls  the  quality  of  medical  practice  in  hospitals 
throughout  England,  Whies  and  Northern  Ireland. 

Research  plays  a vital  part  in  this  work.  Not  laboratory 
research  - but  research  that  evaluates  the  most  effective 
ways  of  caring  for  patients, 

□ Such  as  how  to  maximize  the  quality  of 
life  for  those  sick  with  cancer. 

□ Or  how  best  to  provide  sensitive  long 
term  care  for  older  people. 

□ Or  what  guidelines  should  be  laid  dawn 
for  the  best  management  of  asthma. 

Funding  this  never  ending  programme  is  a real  problem. 
Wfe  rely  on  die  donations,  gifts  and  legacies  of 
generous  supporters  to  augment  oar  independent 
income.  Only  in  this  way  can  we  continue  to  seek  out 
new  and  better  methods  of  caring  for  patients  in  hospitaL 

Hill  you  help  us  to  improve  the  core  of  patients  by 
making  o contribution  to  one  of  our  research  projects? 

We  mil  gladly  send  you  details. 

Write  to  the  Appeal  Director 
or  Ihlephone  0171  935  1174. 

Wp  MedtekW  Appecf  Fund 
ROVAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHY9QANS 
119  Andnwi  Race,  tendon  NWI 4LE. 


Vice-Admiral  Sir  Hugh  Mackenzie 


Architect  of  Polaris 


AS  THE  adminis- 
trative archi- 
tect of  the 
recently-dis- 
banded Polaris 
ballistic  missile 
submarine  force,  Vice- 
Admiral  Sir  Hugh  Mackenzie, 
who  has  died  aged  83.  has  a 
strong  claim  to  the  title  of  the 
most  important  submariner 
in  British  history. 

After  outstanding  wartime  1 
service,  Mackenzie  rose  to  I 
rear-admiral  and  became  flag 
officer,  submarines,  at  the 
turn  of  1981.  It  was  a testing 
time  for  submariners  as  they 
prepared  to  deploy  HMS 
Dreadnought,  Britain's  first 
nuclear  hunter-killer  boat. 

Technical  backwardness 
and/or  lack  of  funds  obliged 
the  Royal  Navy-  to  depend  on 
American  nuclear  know-how. 
This  reliance  broadened  enor- 
mously after  Prime  Minister 
Macmillan  persuaded  Presi- 
dent Kennedy  at  the  end  of 
1962  to  let  Britain  buy  Polaris 
strategic  nuclear  missiles, 
complete  with  the  related  sub- 
marine and  electronic  tech- 
nologies. It  seemed  only  natu- 
ral to  appoint  Mackenzie 
chier  Polaris  executive  on 
Boxing  Day  that  year. 

The  task  was  a uniquely 
complex  one  for  the  Royal 
Navy.  The  A3  version  of  Po- 
laris had  to  be  fitted  with  a 
British  warhead  and  deployed 
In  British-built  nuclear  sub- 
marines with  an  American- 
designed  midships  section  to 
hold  the  missiles.  Under 
Mackenzie's  tutelage,  the  first 
Polaris  boat  — HMS  Resolu- 
tion — was  launched  in  1966 
and  set  off  on  her  first  armed 
patrol  in  June.  1968. 

The  Royal  Navy  thus  took 
over  the  British  "indepen- 
dent" deterrent  from  the 
Royal  Air  Force's  V-bomber 
force,  courtesy  of  the  White 
House. 


Complex  manoeuvre Sir  Hugh  plans  the  introduction  of  Polaris  to  the  navy.  Alongside  him  is  a model  of  a missile 


Mackenzie  then  retired  as  a 
vice-admiral  with  his  knight- 
hood (KCB).  He  had  seen  the 
project  through  from  concep- 
tion to  realisation  remark- 
ably quickly  and  within  bud- 
get He  also  saw  the  end  of  the 
story,  unveiling  a plaque  at 
Faslane  in  August  this  year  to 
mark  the  end  of  the  Polaris 
force  after  28  years. 

Mackenzie  was  bom  in  In- 


verness, one  of  four  children 
of  a Highland  doctor.  He  was 
only  13  when  be  won  a prized 
place  at  Dartmouth  Naval 
College  as  a cadet  Although 
he  loved  the  navy.  Mackenzie 
was  less  keen  on  life  aboard 
battleships  and  volunteered 
for  the  submarine  service. 
This  was  risky  because  the 
Admiralty  was  once  again 
discounting  submarines,  de- 


spite the  near-victory  of  the 
German  U-boats  in  1917. 

But  the  diminutive  Mac- 
kenzie, nicknamed  Rufus  for 
his  red  hair,  qualified  in  1935 
and  got  his  first  command, 
the  submarine  Thrasher,  in 
the  Mediterranean  in  1941. 
The  T-dass  boats  were  in  the 
thick  of  the  ferocious  sub- 
marine campaigns  in  the 
Mediterranean:  13  were  sunk. 


Robert  Grossman 


Gay  pride  of  the  mayor 


ROBERT  Crossman,  who 
has  died  of  cancer  aged 
49,  was  a lifelong 
Labour  Party  activist  and  a 
leader  In  the  gay  community 
and  men's  movement  Above 
all  he  was  a tireless  fighter 
against  Injustice  and  dis- 
crimination. He  brought  to  all 
these  activities  what  the 
author  Tom  Wakefield  de- 
scribed as  his  "great  histri- 
onic ability”  — a term  Cross- 
man  loved. 

He  was  committed  to  using 
politics  as  a vehicle  for  mak- 
ing real  change.  At  15  he 
faked  his  age  to  join  the 
Labour  Parts'  and  was  an 
active  member  for  more  than 
30  years,  becoming  a local , 


Jack  Tinker 


councillor  in  Altrincham  in 
the  1970s.  Following  a period 
at  Manchester  Polytechnic  as 
a mature  student,  he  moved 
to  London  where  he  repre- 
sented the  Islington  wards  of 
Kighview,  Gillespie  and  High- 
bury for  more  than  12  years 
from  1982. 

As  a councillor  he  fought 
passionately  for  the  develop- 
ment of  education  services 
and  represented  Islington  on 
the  Inner  London  Education 
Authority  in  the  mid-1980s. 
Indeed,  it  was  his  decision  to 
vote  against  cuts  in  Isling- 
ton’s under-fives  daycare 
which  almost  lost  him  the 
Labour  whip  in  1994. 

In  1986  he  became  mayor,  a 


role  in  which  he  could  do  one 
of  the  things  he  enjoyed  most: 
celebrating  the  achievements 
of  others.  As  a gay  mayor  who 
came  out.  Crossman  became 
an  important  rale  model  for 
many  gay  men  as  he  took  on 
his  public  office  with  delight, 
vigour  and  pride. 

As  a founder  and  chairman 
of  the  Islington  lesbian  and 
gay  committee  he  constantly 
sought  creative  ways  to  in- 
volve lesbians  and  gay  men 
more  actively  in  local  govern- 
ment, often  taking  meetings 
outside  the  town  hall  to  make 
them  more  accessible.  He  had  ! 
a thriving  career  In  organisa- 
tional development,  working 
with  local  councils.  Age  Con-  i 


Grossman . . . tireless  fighter 

cem,  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  Citizens'  Advice 
Bureaux  and  many  HIV- 
related  organisations. 

He  celebrated  his  and 
others’  sexuality  with  a pas- 
sion and  was  a commited 
member  of  many  organisa- 
tions, Including  London  Les- 
bian and  Gay  Switchboard, 


A shining  star  in  the  stalls 


JACK  TINKER,  who  has 
died  aged  58,  had  been 
drama  critic  of  the 
Daily  Mail  since  1971. 
He  was  also  a columnist, 

broadcaster,  author  and  per- 
former in  the  great  American 
tradition  of  Alexander  Wooll- 
cott:  he  had  only  just 
returned  from  presenting  his 
own  anecdotal  one-man  show. 
An  Evening  With  Jack  Tin- 
ker. aboard  the  QE2.  But, 
above  all.  he  was  a great  life- 
lover  whose  very  presence  lit 
up  a room. 

He  was  born  in  Oldham, 
educated  at  Hulme  Grammar 
School  for  Boys  and  entered 
journalism  in  1957  as  a gen- 
eral reporter  on  the  Surrey 
Advertiser.  But  it  was  as 
theatre  and  film  critic  of  the 
Brighton  Evening  Argus  from 


1961  to  1969  that  he  made  his 
name.  Reports  would  filter 
back  from  actors  on  pre-West 
End  tours  to  the  Theatre 
Royal  of  a remarkable  local 
critic.  Indeed  one  of  Tinker's 
favourite  stories,  told  against 
himself,  was  of  Ralph  Rich- 
ardson encountering  him  in 
later  life  and  crying,  in  plain- 
tive tones:  “When  I read  you 
in  Brighton,  you  were  a poet. 
Whatever  happened?" 

What  happened  was  that  he 
became  drama  critic  of  the 
Daily  Mail,  following  in  the 
footsteps  of  Bernard  Levin 
and  Peter  Lewis.  Poetry  would 
have  been  out  of  place.  Tin- 
ker’s great  gift  as  a critic  was 
that  he  wrote  about  theatre 
with  enormous  zest,  knowl- 
edge and  enthusiasm  in  a 
manner  that  appealed  both  to 


the  cognoscenti  and  to  the 
Mail's  wide  readership.  His 
overnight  reviews  were  given 
an  enormous  splash  on  page 
three.  Latterly  he  also  wrote 
an  excellent  theatre  round-up 
and  a characteristically  witty 
personal  column. 

Robert  Robinson  dubbed 
drama  critics  "anonymous 

men  who  catch  the  last  bus 
back  to  Muswell  Hill".  You 
could  never  say  that  of  Jack. 
He  was  a natural  performer 
who  actually  enjoyed  a share 
of  the  limelight  He  was  a 
snappy  dresser  who  liked  to 
appear  at  a first  night  in  the  ■ 
appropriate  gear:  he  once  | 
turned  up  at  Shakespeare’s 
mistaken- identity  play  The 
Comedy  of  Errors  with  his  own  i 
lookalike,  Wayne  Sleep,  clad  | 
in  identical  clothes.  One  of  my 


fondest  memories  is  also  of 
appearing  with  him  on  the 
first  British  charity  telethon 
where  critics  performed  a 
party-piece:  Tinker,  needless 
to  say,  brought  the  bouse 
down  with  an  inimitable  ren- 
dering of  Alice  Blue  Gown. 

He  was  a natural  extrovert 
and  a wonderful  travelling 
companion:  I have  vivid  recol- 
lections of  him  drinking  his 
colleagues  under  the  table  in 
Stratford,  Ontario,  and  of 
keeping  dinner-tables  in  Perth 
and  Sydney  in  a roar  with 
accounts  or  his  first  hazardous 
trip  to  Australia  (he  had.  un- 
characteristically, turned  up 
at  Heathrow  without  a visa). 
But  behind  the  love  of  fun 
there  was  also  a serious  side. 
He  was  a tireless  worker  for 
charity,  a man  of  discerning 


Tinker . . . natural  extrovert 

taste  and  a first-rate  Journalist 
who  took  pride  in  his  versatil- 
ity — something  appreciated 
by  the  Mail,  which  sent  him  to 
cover  events  as  diverse  as  the 
Labour  Party's  Sheffield  Gala 
and  boxing  in  America. 

As  a critic,  he  was  not 
afraid  to  mingle  with  the 
stars.  He  was  one  himself  and 
was  at  ease  with  the  likes  of 
Maggie  Smith  — of  whom  he 
had  once  written  an  excoriat- 
ing notice,  later  forgiven  — i 
Robert  Stephens,  Elton  John 


bombardment  from  a British 
naval  aircraft.  Mackenzie 
managed  to  faring  her  into 
Port  Said  in  a sinking  condi- 


M 


ARY  TUCK,,  who 
has  died  aged  68. 
was. the  former 
head  of  the  Home 


tion.  For  his  part  in  sinking  Office  Research  and  Hanning 
ll  enemy  vessels,  including  Unit  for  13  years.  During  that 
vital  tankers  and  Mussolini's  time  — to  the  later  part  of  a 
heavily-armed  "yacht”,  laden  long  and  varied  career  — she 


with  petrol  meant  for  Rom- 
mel’s tanks  Mackenzie  was 


influenced  the  direction. of 
criminological  thinking, 


awarded  a DSO  in  1942  and  a played  a major  part  in  shap- 


second  in  1943. 

He  then  transferred  to  a 
new  submarine,  the  Tantalus, 
and  a new  theatre  of  combat, 
the  Pacific.  There  he  matte 
the  two  longest  patrols  of  the 


mg  public  policy  on  crime, 
and  Inspired  all  those  who 
worked  with  her. 

Early  intellectual  curiosity 
led  her  to  study  for  a further 
degree  (folio wing  her  open 


war  by  a British  submarine,  scholarship  to  St  Anne's, 
Based  at  Freeman  tie,  Austra-  Oxford,  to  read  English)  in 
Ha.  he  took  his  new  boat  into  social  psychology  at  the  Lon- 
the  narrow  waters  of  the  Java  don  School  of  Economics- 


and  South  China  seas,  evad-  There  she  was 
Lug  Japanese  patrols,  U-boats  Martin  Fishbein 


ired  fay 
i whom 


and  mines.  For  his  exploits  in  she.  formed  a lifelong  friend 
the  Far  East,  he  was  awarded  ship.  Her  book  How  Do  We 


the  DSC  in  1945. 

After  the  war.  Mackenzie 
took  charge  of  the  notorious 


Choose  drew  upon.  Flshbein’s 
walk  an  attitudes,  rationality 
and  choice  and  is  an  early 


"perisher”  course  for  would-  example  of  her  ability  to  com 
be  submarine  skippers  from  muni  cate  complex  intense 
1946-48.  As  a captain,  he  com-  tual  Ideas  to  a wider 
manded  a flotilla  of  destroy-  audience, 
ers  and  two  shore  establish-  This  skin  was  important 
ments  before  returning  to  his  when  she  joined  the  Home 
beloved  submarines  as  chief  Office  Research  and  Planning 
staff  officer  to  its  flag  officer,  Unit  (RFU)  in  1976.  The  pur 
whose  post  be  inherited  in  pose  of  the  RPD  is  to  provide 
summer  1961.  an  impartial  and  objective 

In  retirement,  he  chaired 


□early  half  the  total  deployed. 
Thrasher  almost  joined  them 
when  two  unexploded  bombs 
lodged  inside  her  outer  hull 
after  an  air-attack  provoked 
by  her  sinking  a freighter  on 
the  Axis  supply-line.  His  first 
lieutenant  and  a petty  officer 
each  won  the  Victoria  Cross 
for  dislodging  them. 

Five  months  later, 
Thrasher  was  almost  sunk  by 


Gay  Man  Fighting  Aids,  the 
National  Aids  Helpline  and 
Food  Chain,  for  whom  he  was 
a regular  driver. 

One  of  his  most  profound 
achievements  was  his  work 
with  men  and  his  recognition 
of  their  resources  or  loving 
strength.  Through  work- 
shops. groups  and  friendships 
he  gave  men  the  skills  and  , 
confidence  to  achieve  their 
caring  potential,  challenging 
many  of  the  stereotypes  we 
experience.  He  enjoyed  his  I 
masculinity  while  commit- 
ting himself  to  challenging  all  • 
oppression.  Hundreds  of 
men's  lives  have  been  radi- 
cally changed  as  a result  of 
meeting  him. 

Diagnosed  with  bowel  can- 
cer in  1994,  he  characteristi- 
cally took  this  on  as  a chal- 
lenge to  overcome.  As  a Sister 
of  Perpetual  Indulgence  he 
changed  his  title  to  Mother 
"Kiss  My  Arse  Goodbye"  — 
reflecting  the  acceptance  of 


summer  1961.  an  impartial  and  objective 

In  retirement,  he  chaired  empirical  base  for  the  devel- 
the  Navy  League  for  six  years  opment  of  policy,  but  as  one 
until  1974.  A keen  fisherman,  of  her  predecessors  wrote 
he  also  sat  on  the  board  of  the  many  years  before:  "to  pre- 
Atlantic  Salmon  Trust  which  serve  scientific  Integrity 
he  left  as  chairman  jtn  1983.  A while  acting  as  a servant  of 
year  earlier,  calm  as  ever  in  a the  Secretary  of  State  has 


crisis,  he  rescued  his  wife 
from  their  blazing  car  after  a 
collision,  despite  his  own 
severe  burns.  She.  their  son 


never  been  easy”. 

Coming  from  a career  In 
“communications".  Tuck 
brought  fresh  insights  in  how 


and  two  daughters  survive  research  could  be  effectively 
him,  conveyed  in  public  debate 

and  how  findings,  frequently 

Dan  Van  Der  Vat  unpalatable  to  ministers, 

could  be  used  constructively. 

Hugh  Stirling  Mackenzie,  sub-  in  policy  formation, 
mariner,  bom  July  3, 1913;  died  She  could  make  complex 
October  10. 1996  ideas  or  sophisticated  statisti- 

cal analysis  intelligible.  She 
loved  literature  and  would 
often  clarify  a point  by  relat- 
ing it  to  a scene,  a plot  or  a 
character  in  a novel 
To  portray  her  as  merely  a 


his  diagnosis  with  both  hu- 
mour and  strength. 

He  always  believed  in  treat-  To  portray  her  as  merely  a 
mg  himself  well  and  insisted  brilliant  communicator 
on  taking  a holiday  in  Austra-  would  not  do  her  justice.  She 
lia  in  1995,  prescribing  him-  developed  the  discipline  of 
self  the  Gay  March  Gras.  At  criminology  in  many  lmpor- 
the  beginning  of  1996,  not  taut  ways,  most  significantly 
being  able  to  find  a cancer  by  emphasising  the  impor- 


support  group  for  men,  he 
immediately  established  a 
network  for  men  with  cancer. 
He  kept  a Che  Guevara 


tance  of  community  in  under- 
standing crime  and  in  shap- 
ing effective  crime  prevention 
strategies.  At  this  time,  the 


quote  posted  up  in  his' home  findings  of  the  new  British 
to  remind  himself  of  his  true  Crime  Survey  were  graphi- 
drive  in  every  aspect  of  his  caffy  illustrating  how  certain 
life:  "Let  me  say,  at  the  risk  of  types  of  communities  were 


seeming  ridiculous,  that  the 
true  revolutionary  Is  guided 
by  great  feelings  of  love." 
Robert  O'Neill  Cragsman 


disproportionately  affected  by 
crime,  fit  was  also  a time 
when  Mrs  Thatcher  was  stat- 
ing that  “there  is  no  such 


was  just  such  a revolutionary  thing  as  society”.) 

and  an  inspiration  to  many.  For  Tuck  the  importance  of 

community  was  real,  not  just 

Paul  Devon  theoretical.  Away  from  the 

public  eye  she  was  very 

Robert  O'Neill  Crossman.  politl-  active  in  her  local  community 


clan,  bom  March  7,  1947;  died 
October  21, 1996 


and  Michael  Barrymore.  But, 


in  west  London-  For  many 
years  she  served  as  a member 
of  the  West  London  Catholic 
Education  Committee.  She  es- 
tablished the  Mangrove  Trust 
to  raise  money  to  save  the 


when  he  put  pen  to  paper,  he  West  Indian  community  cen- 
was  fiercely  independent  He  tre  of  the  wme  name  and 
also  had  the  great  capacity  to  supported  the  Notting  wm 
make  the  theatre  sound  an  Carnival. 

exciting  place  to  be  and  to  She  was  bom  into  a Catho- 1 Roger  TarOng 


write  about  it,  with  crisp  intel-  lie  family  and  brought  up  in 
ligence,  for  a mass  audience,  what  she  described  as  a "Cor- 
His  personal  life  was  shad-  onation  Street"  neighbour- 


owed  by  tragedy:  he  was 
haunted  by  the  death  of  one  of 
his  three  dearly-loved  daugh- 
ters. But  he  took  great  pride  in 
being  a grandfather,  enjoyed 
to  the  hilt  his  dual  residency 
of  London  and  Brighton, 
found  time  to  write  a number 
of  books,  including  one  on  The 


hood  in  St  Helens,  Lanca- 


Birthdays 


Douglas  Cameron,  radio 
presenter.  63;  George  Davies, 


Mary  Tuck,  social  researcher 
and  civil  servant,  bom  May  25. 
1928:  died  October  20, 1996 


Death  Notices 

jMrfa  Mary.  On  Octoter 
5»tn.  peamrtully  « homo,  anad  86.  funeral 
a Saint  Faim'a,  ShaMngfonJ.  near 


theatre  Itself  will  mourn  his 
passing  and  his  countless 
readers  will  feel  that  they  too 
have  lost  a valued  friend. 


Michael  BHIIngton 


Jack  Tinker,  critic,  bom  February 
15,  1938;  died  October  28. 1996 


la  bfl  held  on  Monday  Ifflh  November  Hi  12 
noon  at  at  Jamas'*  Church.  PiccaOI>y. 
London  Wi.  AJI  wafcoma- 


TV  Barons  and  another  on  entrepreneur,  founder  of  bS?'iffi02t  «1S2Sh,ra'  FrW*v  No‘*m- 
Corunatfon  Street,  and  never  Next  55;  Angela  Douglas, 

wrote  a dull  sentence  in  his  actress,  46;  Richard  Drey-  Memnrial  fewirioAc 
life.  Not  only  will  the  hermetic  fuss,  actor,  49;  Lady  (Joyce)  mtu,Iunat  services 
world  of  criticism  be  a much  Gould,  former  director  of  pwch  - a memortai  „orvta,  tor  p»,i  iw 
poorer  place  without  him,  the  organisation.  Labour  Party,  ta  hal*>  on  Monday  w*  NowmiHw  at  12 
theatre  Itself  will  mourn  his  64;  David  Grlndley.  athlete,  uSdoJw?  *****'*'■ 

passing  and  his  countless  24;  Robert  Hardy,  actor,  71; 
readers  will  feel  that  they  too  Michael  Jayston,  actor,  61;  Bipthe 
have  lost  a valued  friend.  R B Kitaj,  artist,  64;  Janet  °,r“ls 

ttWMOCK.  Johanna  asabon.  In  BrusMbi 

Jon  Vickers,  operatic  tenor,  on  23»1  October  to  Stephen  and  H«Ufl.  A 
70;  Galen  Weston,  tycoon,  n-rv-,0“  "■"*  Lat*ur  *""■ 
rice-chairman,  Fortmtm  and  fiWKSST¥R5F,'*“ 
Mason,  56. 


Births 


K0WOCK.  Johanna  EHHoth.  In  Brussels 
on  ZSth  October  Id  Stephen  and  HeUfl.  A 
marvellous  new  Labour  gain. 

■To  place  your  announcement  telephone 
0171  7J3  Viet,  Fax  0171  713  4128. 


Frog  revenge 

TWO  local  men  were  seri- 
ously injured  when  their 
pick-up  truck  left  the  road 
and  struck  a tree  near  Cotton 
Patch  on  State  Highway  38 
early  Monday  morning. 
Woodruff  County  Deputy  Da- 
vey  Snyder  reported  the  acci- 
dent shortly  after  midnight 
Monday.  Thurston  Poole,  33, 
oFDes  Arc  and  Billy  Ray  Wal- 
lis. 38,  of  Little  Rock  are  listed 
in  serious  condition  at  Bap- 
tist Medical  Center.  The  acci- 
dent occurred  as  the  two  men 
were  returning  to  Des  Arc 
after  a frog  gigging  [catching] 
trip. 

On  an  overcast  Sunday 

night,  Poole’s  pick-up  truck 


headlights  malfunctioned. 

The  two  men  concluded  that 
the  headlight  fuse  on  the 
older  model  truck  had  burned 
out.  As  a replacement  fuse 
was  not  available,  Wallis  no- 
ticed that  the  32  calibre  bul- 
let from  his  pistol  fitted  per- 
fectly into  the  fuse  box  next  to 
the  steering  wheel  column. 
Upon  inserting  the  bullet,  the 
headlights  again  began  to  op- 
erate properly  and  the  two 
men  proceeded  on  east-bound 
toward  the  White  River 
Bridge.  After  travelling  ap- 
proximately 20  miles  and  just 
before  the  bridge,  the  bullet 
apparently  overheated,  dis- 
charged and  struck  Poole  in 
the  right  testicle. 

The  vehicle  swerved 
sharply  to  the  right  exiting 
the  pavement  and  striking 
the  tree. 

Poole  suffered  only  minor 
cuts  and  abrasions  from  the 
accident,  but  will  require 
surgery  to  repair  the  other 
wound.  Wallis  sustained  a 
broken  clavicle  and  was 
treated  and  released.  "Thank 
God  we  weren’t  on  that  bridge 
when  Thurston  shot  his  nuts  I 
off  or  we  might  have  been 
dead,” stated  Wallis. 


From  the  Arkansas  Democrat 
& Gazette,  July  25. 

Nerd  man 

I GET  about  100  e-mail  mes- 
sages a day  from  readers  of 
my  comic  strip  "Dilbert"  and 
a growing  number  are  from 
women  who  write  to  say  they 
think  Dilbert  is  sexy.  Some 
say  they've  already  married 
a Dilbert  and  couldn't  be  hap- 
pier. If  you're  not  familiar 
with  Dilbert,  he's  an  electri- 
cal engineer  who  spends 
most  of  his  time  with  his  com- 
puter. He's  a nice  guy  but  not 
exactly  Kevin  Costner.  So 
what’s  the  attraction?  I think 
it's  a Darwinian  thing.  We're 
attracted  to  the  people  who 
have  the  best  ability  to  sur- 
vive and  thrive.  In  the  old 
days  it  was  important  to  be 
able  to  run  down  an  antelope 
and  kill  it  with  a single  blow 
to  the  forehead.  Now  all  that 
matters  is  if  you  can  install 
your  own  Ethernet  card  with- 
out having  to  call  tech  sup- 
port and  confess  your  inade- 
quacies to  a stranger  whose 
best  career  option  is  to  work 
in  tech  support  It's  obvious 
that  the  world  has  three  dis- 


tinct classes  of  people,  each 
with  its  own  evolutionary 
destiny:  1.  Knowledgeable 
computer  users  who  will 
evolve  into  godlike  non-cor- 
poreal  beings  who  rule  the 
universe  (except  for  those 
who  work  in  tech  support  i. 

2.  Computer  owners  who  try 
to  pass  as  knowledgeable  but 
secretly  use  hand  calculators 
to  add  totals  to  their  Excel 
spreadsheets.  This  group  will 
gravitate  toward  jobs  as  high 
school  principals  and  opera- 
tors of  pet  crematoriums. 
They  will  become  extinct.  3. 
Non-computer  users  will 
grow  tails,  sit  in  zoos,  and 
fling  dung  at  tourists. 

Obviously,  if  you're  a wom- 
an and  you're  trying  to  decide 
j which  evolutionary  track 
| you  want  your  offspring  to 
take,  you  don’t  want  to  put 
them  on  the  luge  ride  to  the 
i dung-flinging  Olympics.  You 
want  a real  man.  You  want  a 
knowledgeable  computer 
user  with  evolution  potential. 
And  women  prefer  men  who 
listen.  Computer  users  are  ex- 
cellent listeners  because  they 
can  look  at  you  for  long  peri- 
ods of  time  without  saying 
anything.  Granted,  early  in  a 


relationship  it's  better  if  the 
guy  actually  talks. 

Finally,  there’s  the  issue  of 
mood  lighting.  Nothing  looks 
sexier  than  a man  in  boxer 
shorts  illuminated  only  by  a 
15-  inch  SVGA  monitor.  If  we 
agree  that  this  is  every 
woman's  dream  scenario, 
then  I think  we  can  also  agree 
that  it’s  best  if  the  guy  knows 
how  to  use  the  computer. 

Scott  Adams,  cartoonist,  try- 
ing very  hard  to  oonvice  us  that 
computer  nerds  are  the  sex 
symbols  of  the  nineties.  Discov- 
ered on  the  humour  Ustserver. 
Thanks  to  Paul  Oldham. 

Funny  thing 

LAUGH  yourself  fighting 
fit:  Researchers  atLoraa 
Linda  University  in  Califor- 
nia have  discovered  that 
laughter  may  positively  affect 
the  immune  system. 

Langh  yourself  stress-free: 
Researchers  have  found  levels 
of  immunoglobin  A.  an  anti- 
body secreted  in  the  saliva 
that  helps  protect  the  body 
against  respiratory  invaders, 
drop  markedly  when  people- 
get  stressed.  But  this  drop  is 
far  less  dramatic  for  those 


who  score  high  on  the  sense- 
of-bum our  scale. 

Laugh  yourself  to  a longer 
life:  Studies  indicate  laughter 
may  Increase  longevity.  But 
comedians  don't  live  longer 
than  anyone  else,  suggesting 
that  when  it  comes  to  health, 
what  counts  is  not  so  much  a 
talent  to  make  others  laugh,  as 
the  ability  to  keep  yourself 
happy  and  amused. 

Laugh  yourself  happy:  Hu- 
mour has  demonstrable  psy- 


Zest . . , laughter  lines 


chological  benefits.  Telling  a 
joke  and  laughing  with  others 
helps  produce  social  cohesion 
and  a feeling  of  belonging. 
This  counteracts  feelings  of 
alienation,  which  can  be  a big 
factor  in  depression.  In  Bom- 
bay in  India,  there  are  now . 
nearly  30  "laughing  clubs” 
where  members  meet  every 
day  just  to  stand  and  laugh  . 
uproariously — at  nothing. 
Laugh  yourself  slim  and  fit: 
William  Fry.  Professor  Emeri- 
tus of  Psychiatry  at  Stanford  ■ 
University,  says  laughing  100 
times  la  the  aerobic  equiva- 
lent of  spending  about  10  min- 
utes on  a rowing  machine. 
Zest  magazine  warns  us  to  all 
start  chuckling  a Uttle  more. 

White  skeleton 

IN  A shocking  blunder,  the 

I White  House  successfully  put 

Pressure  on  Hotwired  Maga- 
rine  to  stop  linking  President 
Clinton’s  name  to  thiq  very 
! web  page.  This  was  all  done 
beared  the  scenes — we  had 
no  idea  until  we  read  Brock 
Mee  k s Netizen  column  of 
April  30.  The  White  House 
official  involved.  David  Ly- 
tel,  was  in  charge  of  creating 


the  popular  Clinton  White 
House  web  site.  He  recently 
left  the  White  House,  and  is 
working  for  a private  web 
page  consultant.  At  a confer- 
ence, he  attacked  Netizen  for 
being  cynical  and  unfair, 
citing  the  Skeleton  Closet 
link.  Meeks,  in  response, 
noted  that  Hotwired  had  - 
removed  the  imk  after  receiv- 
ing official  pressure  from  the 
White  House.  In  Hotwired’s 
"Threads"  discussion,  an- 
other Hotwired  employee  ad- 
mitted that  they  had  been  "in- 
timidated” by  receiving 
email  from  the  "whitehause- . 
.gov"  domain  early  in  Neti- 

zen’s  infancy,  and  said  she 
regretted  that  they  caved  in. 
Ftelitig  the  pressure,  extract 
from  Skeleton  Closet,  auxbsite 
that  digs  up  all  the  dirt  on  ' 
Presidential  candidates. 

Found  at  www.realchanr 

ge.org/index.htm 

Jackdaw  wants  jewels.  E-mail 
jackdawiSguardian.  co.  ulcfax 
0171-713 4366:  Jackdaw,  The 
Guardian,  U9Parrihgdon 
Road.  London  EClR  3ER.  ’ 
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Governor  fights  for  rate  rise 


Notebook 


Larry  Stott 
a»cf  JHaric  MHnar 


T 


fott  Some  analysts  suggest  that 

(Manor  the  meeting  might  even  be  the 

last  chance  for  the  Tfcmft  to  , 

ttc  Ttonir  nf  j diange  the  Chancellor's  mind  i 

SSfore  the  next  election.  | 
win  shrug  off  the  Tomorrow's  meeting  is  the 
pound  s recent  last  before  the  Budget  on  No- 

{BE*  , Jiff,  r and  v?mber  28  and  a subsequent 
renew  its  call  for  an  rise,  in  the  run-up  to  Christ- 
e ^crease  in  inter-  mas  is  deemed  unlikely.  The 
when  the  governor,  next  opportunity  would  be 
eorge,  meets  the  early  in  the  new  year  by 
►r.  Kenneth  Clarke,  which  time  electioneering 
t , . would  be  underway  in  ear- 
the  beneficial  im-  nest,  making  a rate  rise  politi- 
erlmg’s  strength  on  cally  risky, 
the  Bank  remains  Yesterday  the  pound  dosed 
hat  without  a timely  at  *1.6111  and  DM  2 4430 
ares  the  authorities  pushing  the  Bank  of  En& 
forced  into  more  land’s  trade  weighted  index, 
non  at  a later  stage,  which  measures  the  pound's 


IIS  dollar  against  pound 


Ing  between  ChanceDor  and  at  any  ri> ne  far  the  last  40 
governor  in  September  Mr  years. 

George  urged  a small  increase  Mr  Clarke  has  already  indi- 
in base  rates,  warning  of  the  cated  a relatively  tight  bud- 
dangers  In  delaying.  The  getary  package  and  will  there- 


Omaha’s  shadow 
falls  on  Northern 


i.eo 


renew  its  call  for  an 
immediate  increase  in  inter- 
est rates  when  the  governor, 
Eddie  George,  meets  the 
Chancellor.  Kenneth  Clarke, 
tomorrow. 

Despite  the  beneficial  im- 
pact of  sterling’s  strength  on 
inflation,  the  Bank  remains 
worried  that  without  a timely 
rise  in  rates  the  authorities 
could  be  forced  into  more 
drastic  action  at  a later  stage. 


Bank  will  argue  that  the 
pound's  performance  has  to 
be  set  against  indications  of 


fore  take  some  persuading  to 
tighten  monetary  policy. 
Roger  Bootle,  chief  econo- 


'M'  'J'  ‘S 
Source:  DATASTHEAU 


mounting  inflationary  pres-  mist  at  HSBC  GreenweH,  said: 
sure  — the  pick  up  in  growth,  “The  markets  would  see  even 
the  upbeat  surveys  from  the  a small  rise  in  rates  as  the 
Confederation  of  British  In-  start  of  a trend.  They  would 
d us  try  and  the  Association  of  thlmk  that  higher  inflation  is 
British  Chambers  of  Com-  on  the  way  and  long  rates 
merce,  rising  house  prices  would  probably  go  up  rather 
and  strong  consumer  than  down.  There  could  be 
demand.  quite  a considerable  impact 

The  Chancellor  is  likely  to  on  confidence." 


^ “ 8trength  aeainst  a basket  of  easier  for  the  Chancellor  to  l business  A dearer  nound 

^?^fo89.6  _ its  high-  resist  the  Baifa.lHS  2 EX™ £*£*51 


and  strong  consumer  than  down.  There  could  be 
demand.  quite  a considerable  impact 

The  Chancellor  is  likely  to  on  confidence.’' 
argue  that  the  strength  of  The  pound’s  rise  may  also 
sterling  reflects  the  underly-  have  been  fuelled  by  events 
ing  health  of  the  UK  economy  unrelated  to  the  UK  economy. 


business  and  has  rebalanced 
its  tariffs.  Indeed,  such  has 
been  its  success  that  would-be 
rivals,  such  as  British  Tele- 
com, are  already  running  off 
to  the  regulator  or  the  au- 
thorities in  Brussels  for  help. 

Dr  Sommer  dismisses  ar- 
guments that  the  group  is 
overmanned  and  will  have 
difficulty  reducing  its  work- 
force. It  already  has  a deal  to 
cut  the  workforce  to  170,000 


the  two  men,  is  being  seen  as 
the  most  important  since  May 
1995,  when  Mr  Clarke  rejected 


est  for  nearly  two  years. 

Sterling's  recent  resilience 
— it  shrugged  off  a fell  to 


resist  me  tsanK.  Mr  Clarke  is  makes  exports  more  expen- 
already  starting  to  receive  let-  sive  but  also  mniren  imports 
ters  from  big  UK  exporters  cheaper,  helping  to  keep  infla- 
complaining  about  the  ad-  tion  down. 


and  will  make  It  easier  for  the  “Sterling  is  being  seen  as  I dried  on  Trade  and  In- 
Government  to  deliver  both  something  of  a safe  haven,  I dustry  minister  Ian 
growth  and  low  inflation.  Mr  somewhere  to  park  your  Lang’s  decision  to  block  the 
Clarke  will  use  a Commons  money  while  you  work  out  rival  bids  for  South  West 


lite  a considerable  impact  Edited  by  I force.  It  already  has  a deal  to 

l confidence."  - cut  the  workforce  to  170,000 

The  pound’s  rise  may  also  IVIdflV  IVIII MCI  by  the  year  2000.  From  then 

ive  been  fuelled  by  events  on,  he  said  later,  the  best  way 

irelated  to  the  UK  economy.  ""■'■"HE  ink  has  scarcely  of  delivering  shareholder 
Sterling  is  being  seen  as  I dried  on  Trade  and  In-  value  will  probably  involve 
imethlng  of  a safe  haven.  I dustry  minister  Ian.  more  rather  than  fewer  jobs. 


value  will  probably  involve 
more  rather  than  fewer  jobs. 

Such  a view  makes  a 
refreshing  change  for  those  to 


the  Bank’s  advice  to  increase  DM  2.41  1 art  week  to  rebound  tl0,n  . _ debate  tomorrow  afternoon  to  what  to  do  in  other  markets,”  Water  than  the  utilities  sector  whom  the  words  shareholder 

borrowing  costs.  «n  mmnt  iJHSu  . verse  effect  of  the  strength  of  In  the  last  set  of  published  insist  that  Britain's  economic  according  to  Tony  Narfleld.  at  is  on  all-out  bid  alert.  value  translate  directly  into 


to  current  levels  — makes  it  | the  pound  on  their  overseas  I minutes  recording  the  meet- 


ins  ist  that  Britain's  economic 
prospects  are  better  now  than 


according  to  Tony  Narfleld,  at 
ABN  AMRO  in  London. 


> on  all-out  bid  alert.  value  translate  directly  into 

Not  for  the  first  time,  the  job  losses.  Nonetheless,  the 


impetus  has  come  from  the 
United  States.  CalEnergy 
from  Omaha,  Nebraska,  has 
come  out  with  a £766  million 
bid  for  Northern  Electric, 
once  wooed  but  not  won  by 
Trafalgar  House. 

For  the  companies,  the 


task  ahead  is  likely  to  be  as 
tough,  if  not  tougher,  than 
that  already  completed.  The 
telecom  industry  is  changing 
rapidly,  and  few  are  confident 
about  its  likely  structure  by 
the  millennium.  Last  week 
showed  just  how  quickly 


issue  appears  only  one  of  things  can  change.  Cable  & 
price  — though  industry  reg-  Wireless,  seemingly  down 
ulator  Offer  might  yet  have  a and  out  after  failing  to  merge 


word  to  say. 


with  BT,  transformed  Itself 


CalEnergy  is  offering  630p  a with  a bold  and  unexpected 
share.  Northern  reckons  its  deal  with  leading  UK  cable 
shareholders  should  get  £7.00  companies, 
a pop.  The  market  is  going  for  Dr  Sommer  takes  pride  in 
something  in  between  — Deutsche  Telekom  as  the 
though  quite  a tranche  of  world's  largest  frill-service  te- 
Northem  shareholders  have  lecom  company,  offering 
already  voted  with  their  feet,  everything  from  telephone 


Argentina 
must  wait 
for  share  in 
Falkland  oil 


Davkf  Falrhafl 

ARGENTINA  failed  yes- 
terday to  win  a licence 
to  explore  for  oil  off  the 
Falklands  and  will  have  to 
wait  at  least  another  two 
years  before  it  can  claim  a 
share  in  an  area  geologists  be- 
lieve could  rival  the  North 
Sea. 

The  race  to  exploit  what 
geologists  believe  could  be  the 
world’s  next  oil  bonanza 
began  yesterday  when  the 
first  licences  were  awarded  to 
consortia  led  by  Amerada 
Hess.  Shell  and  Lasmo. 

The  Argentinian  company 
YPF,  widely  expected  to  win 
one  of  the  exploration  and 


allowing  CalEnergy  to  buy  al- 
most 13  per  cent  of  its  target 
through  the  market. 

On  one  hand,  the  price  Ca- 


services  to  cable  entertain- 
ment There  are  no  guaran- 
tees, however,  that  in  a fast- 
moving  industry  frill  service 


lEnergy  Is  putting  forward  will  be  the  right  model  for  the 
might  be  thought  cheap.  It  future, 
amounts  to  around  10  times 
earnings,  compared  with  the 
up  to  14-times  earnings  paid 
for  others  in  the  sector. 

On  the  other  hand.  North- 
ern has  a pretty  hefty  debt 
level  and,  as  CalEnegry  has 
not  been  slow  to  remind  In- 


State  sell-offs 


era  has  a prattyhefty  debt  I 

level  and,  as  CalEnegry  has  I tors  *°-  buy 

not  been  slow  to  remind  in-  . aro'*nd  a iha£'f 

vestors,  the  sector  is  likely  to  t?kS^n^aS^»tonUtThP  IT 
face  a windfall  tax  if  Labour  lek?ln  PrivatiMtion.  The  ex- 


wins the  next  election.  “g f 

Shadow  Chancellor  Gordon  H ° ^ J 

Brown  may  feel  flattered  that  kT 

the  folks  from  Omaha  reckon  P™**33®3  should  be  absorbed 


the  sector  can  take  a windfall 
tax  and  still  be  worth  buying, 
but  CalEnergy  are  unlikely  to 
have  overlooked  the  fact  that, 
in  the  short  run  at  least;  it  is 


readily  enough  by  the  foreign 
exchanges,  where  the  mark  is 
heavily  traded. 

But  Germany  is  not  the 
only  country  selling  off  sub- 


alsoa  h^y  v^ofkeeping  stantial  franches  of  the  stat^ 

owned  sector.  In  some  cases. 


Islands  in  the  stream ...  resources  offFalklands  could  rival  North  Sea  oilfields  but  Argentina’s  licence  to  drill  has  been  deferred  photograph:  murdo  macleod 


the  price  down. 

But  while  the  City  licks  its 
lips  over  another  profitable 
bid  battle,  the  shadow  of  un- 
certainty again  looms  over 
the  utilities  sector.  If  North- 
ern falls  ft  win  become  the 
eighth  (but  doubtless  not  the 


such  sales  will  be  very  helpful 
in  making  their  respective 
budgetary  sums  add  up  to  the 
totals  laid  down  in  the  Maas- 
tricht treaty  as  those  needed 
for  monetary  union. 

The  snag  for  some 


so  much'  to  offer  politically,”  “Area  of  Special  Co-opera- 
said  Andrew  Gurr,  chief  exec-  tion"  established  last  year  by 
utive  of  the  Falkland  Tstepds  a joint  inter-governmental 


"£,rU 


YPF,  widely  expected  to  win  utive  of  the  Falkland  Islands  a joint  inter-governmental 
one  of  the  exploration  and  government,  “but  commer-  declaration  from  London  and 
production  licences  in  part-  daily,  it  was  not  sufficiently  Buenos  Aires, 
nership  with  British  Gas,  was  attractive."  Mr  Gurr  described  yester- 

squeezed  out  on  “commer-  Unless  the  Argentinian  day’s  awards  as  “probably  the 
dal"  grounds.  It  was  the  only  company  can  buy  into  one  of  biggest  single  step  in  the  is- 
bidder  to  be  excluded  from  the  successful  consortia,  lands'  history  since  January 


islanders  faced  problems  Amerada  Hess  (Falkland  Is- 
whatever  the  exploratory  lands)  Ltd;  Fina  Exploration 


wells  produced. 

IF  off  was  not  found  in  com- 


Atlantic  BV;  Murphy  South 
Atlantic  Oil  Company,  Tei- 


Detailed  seismic  investiga-  pany  to  have  been  taken  over 
tion  will  begin  almost  1mm e-  since  privatisation.  Only  four 


pany  to  have  been  taken  over 


diately  in  seven  areas  allo- 
cated to  the  north  of  the 


squeezed  out  on  “commer-  Unless  the  Argentinian 
dal"  grounds.  It  was  the  only  company  can  buy  into  one  of 
bidder  to  be  ami  tided  from  the  successful  consortia, 
fbe  licence  round.  therefore,  it  must  now  wait 

“We  would  have  liked  YPF  until  1998,  when  licences  will 
to  be  involved  because  it  has  probably  be  issued  for  the 


Mr  Gurr  described  yester-  hopes  of  a financial  bonanza 
day's  awards  as  “probably  the  would  be  dashed ...  if  there 
biggest  single  step  in  the  is-  were  large  reserves,  vast  new 
lands'  history  since  January  wealth  would  somehow  have 


mercial  quantities,  their  koku  OH  Co  Ltd;  Argos  Ever-  Islands,  where  the  sea  is  rela- 


green  Ltd;  Shell  Exploration  tively  shallow  at  100  to  200 
BV;  Agip  Exploration  BV;  metres. 


Lasmo  International  Ltd; 
Clyde  Expro;  Desire  Petro- 


The  first  wells  should  be 
drilled  by  the  end  of  next 


have  not  changed  hands.  Mar- 
ket forces  are  one  thing,  in- 
stability another. 


Telecoms  target 


therefore  it  must  now  wait  14,  1982",  when  the  invading  to  be  distributed  without  de-  leum  Ltd;  International  Petro-  year,  depending  on  the  avail- 

if m I A 1 flvnit-  n~>ir  rvPliFn  I loivm  PripnAPad/m'  anH  Conrfc  I ahi'Tifv  rtf'  cncmidTicaH  comi. 


Argentinian  forces  surren- 
dered. But  he  feared  the  2JM0 


straying  their  way  of  life. 

The  successful  firms  were: 


leum  Corporation;  and  Sands 
Petroleum  AB. 


ji  «r-.>  - 


Alliance  offers 
flat-rate  £1 ,000 
float  windfall 


Taxman  ‘went  on  casino  spree’ 


Hehard 


Tony— ay 

A HARD-UP  tax  inspec- 
ZA  tor's  lifestyle  soared  to 
# lextravagant  spending  on 
cars,  entertainment  and  holi- 
days after  he  allegedly  started 
accepting  bribes  from 


Revenue,  dubbed  “The  Ghost-  £16  a bottle  and  threw  large 
busters",  whose  role  was  to  parties.” 


from  abroad  that  the  Revenue 


Telekom  struggles  to  adapt  to 
a competitive  market.  Deut- 
sche Telekom's  chief  execu- 
tive Ron  Sommer  disagrees. 

Dr  Sommer,  In  London  yes- 
terday for  one  of  the  privati- 
sation roadshows,  reckons 
his  company  is  fitter  and 


rake  in  taxes  owed  by  “indi-  By  1989  Mr  Allcock  had  ac- 
viduals  of  extreme  wealth".  quired  a second-hand  Jaguar 
But  be  was  corrupted  “by  and  sent  his  son  to  a private 
the  huge  wealth  be  saw  before  school.  Other  colleagues  no- 
him",  it  is  alleged.  ticed  Mr  Allcock  spent  a lot 

“Evidence  of  his  high  living  on  holidays,  clothes  and 
will  come  from  a number  of  entertaining, 
his  former  colleagues,"  Mr  Mr  Allcock  implied  he  had 


ABOUT  2.4  million  Alli- 
ance & Leicester  mem-  _;VPT1  nacket  manev  to  soend  in  a modest  house  and  drove  He  was  in  cnarge  01  a 

bere  will  each  receive  mto  S^HS^eSltS  Monte  Solder  car.  special  investigation  into 

SO  shares  worth  about  £L900  But  Alliance  & . bv  a Lebanese  “But  then  in  1987-1988  he  Marwan  Kale,  who  had  In- 

when  Britain's  fburth-biggest  decirtwi  toaflocate  an  equal  wlwowed  Brit-  seemed  to  have  more  money,  vested  in  the  eighties  in  the 

SflCSTSSSkta  HCchanged  his  car  for  a bet-  faotflrf  mineral  water  ffigh- 
stqck  market  next  year.  most  taxes  according  to  John  ter  model,  bought  a second  land  Spring,  Mr  Black  said. 

Savers  and  borrowers  wUl  longer-term  savers,  to  most  raxes,  a iot  of  work  But  on  Mr  AUcock’s  orders, 

ho,  fv<m  ehnnw  conversions,  handouts  BiacK,  prosecuting- 


members  to  unlock  the  value  accepting  bnb 
of  their  membership  and  for  wealthy  businessm 
our  customers  to  benefit  from  investigating,  the  1 
a broader  range  of  high-quality  was  told  yesterday, 
personal  financial  services  Michael  Allcock 
into  the  next  century”.  given  packet  mane 

But  Alliance  & Leicester's  during  a night  out 
decision  to  allocate  an  equal  Carlo  casino  by  a 


wealthy  businessmen  he  was  his  former  colleagues,"  Mr 
investigating,  the  Old  Bailey  Black  told  the  Jury.  One  said 


writteu  off. 

Mr  Allcock  then  allegedly 
agreed  a £50,000  tax  settle- 


pie,  six  years  ago.  The  group 
has  nearly  completed  the 
costly  modernisation  of  its 


tion  purchases,  could  bring  a 
sufficient  flow  of  funds  into 
their  respective  currencies  to 
start  pushing  up  their  values 
on  the  foreign  exchanges  to 
levels  which  might  subse- 
quently prove  unsustainable. 
It  would  be  ironic  if  one  of  the 
means  of  meeting  the  deficit 
requirement  were  to  under- 
mine the  reason  for  doing  so. 


Injuries  index 

Forget  profits,  price 
earnings  and  free  cash 
flows.  New  financial 
measures  are  needed,  such  as 
an  injury  Index.  It  is  no  joke. 
Manchester  United’s  recent 
slump  in  form  has  been  mir- 
rored by  the  shares  and  left 
investors  anxious  for  news  of 


euiu  BBUL  ilia  BUU  iu  a jjiivaic  anur  natDinrb  nlroaritr  fnrari  mm-  I mvcTiiui aiuuuus  uji  irews  ui 

school.  Other  colleagues  no-  merit  with  Mr  Kale’s  repre-  I Cary  Pallister’s  back  or 

ticed  Mr  Allcock  spent  a lot  sentatives  in  London,  but  sud-  peuuon  m 40  per  ceni  01  115  | Nicky  Butt's  knee, 
on  holidays,  clothes  and  denly  asked  if  it  could  be 


as  told  yesterday.  that  in  the  mid-eighties  Mr  and  his  father,  the  court 

Michael  Allcock  was  also  Allcock  seemed  hard  up.  lived  heard. 

ven  pocket  money  to  spend  in  a modest  house  and  drove  He  was  in  charge  of  a 
lring  a night  out  at  a Monte  an  older  car.  special  Investigation  into 

ario  casino  bv  a Lebanese  “But  then  in  1987-1988  he  Marwan  Kale,  who  had  In- 


on  holidays,  clothes  and  denly  asked  if  it  could  be 
entertaining.  made  abroad. 

Mr  Allcock  implied  he  had  He  flew  to  Nice  where,  at 
received  money  from  an  aunt  the  expense  of  Mr  Kalo,  his 


hotel  bill  was  paid.  He  was 
wined  and  dined,  and  taken  to 
a Monte  Carlo  casino  where 
he  and  a Junior  colleague 


he  eligible  for  the  free  shares, 

I ™ I a SSSraSrt  U21S5  I ~ "He  bought-  wine  at  no  to  | pen".  MOO.OOO  of  remittance,  I The  case  continues. 


earlier  conversions,  handouts 
were  linked  to  the  size  and 


ter  model,  bought  a second 
one  and  had  a lot  of  work 


Marwan  Kalo,  who  had  to-  were  given  about  £200  worth 
vested  in  the  eighties  in  the  of  chips,  Mr  Black  said, 
bottled  mineral  water  High-  Mr  All  cock,  aged  47,  from 
land  Spring,  Mr  Black  said.  Colchester,  Essex,  denies  13 
But  on  Mr  Allcock's  orders,  charges  of  corruption  be- 
he  alleged,  “at  the  stroke  of  a tween  1987  and  1992. 


Gates  unveils  plans 
for  cheaper  PCs 


Mr  AILcock  was  in  charge  of  1 done  on  his  house. 


uwu  ouu  tkwv  caui,  — i , , ..  ■ 

that  they  have  held  an  account  A spokesman  said  the  soci- 

since  December  31  last  year  ety  had  decided  on  aflat  pay- 
and  had  at  least  £100  in  a share  ment  — even  though  ms 
account  on  October  14  this  means  ‘^rpet-ba^re  wffl 
year  or  have  an  outstanding  receive  tbe  same  reward las a 


mortgage  debt  of  at  least  £100; 

both  a men-  ^^T^ithierw^s  Minister  threatens 

gage  and  savins  account  will  were  “genoalty  rewarded a u,  ci  1 i-n«,  nnj 

qualify  for  two  lots  of  shares.  higher  rate  of  interest  on  their  tO  CJUft  EU  tellKS  and 

schS^itffi^Sforfa?  aC^Sirs  wnr  be^ask^to-  make  separate  deal, 

MKi^atthe  writes  Ian  Traynor 


member  who  has  been  with  Al- 
liance & Leicester  for  20  years. 
He  said  wealthier  saves 


Germany  insists  on  strict  currency  rules 


the  aiwgip  currency  club,  and  single  currency  terms  next 
then  conclude  a pact  with  the  year. 


Liberal  partner  blaming  Mr  and  more  user -friendly  per- 
Wafgel  for  fiscal  mismanage-  sonal  computer. 


■fe.frTrM.fc.N_v~*  overloaded  with  features 
BBafK  m anil  programs  that  can 

make  it  frustrating  to  use. 

MICROSOFT,  the  An  NC  has  scant  storage 
computer  software  and  memory;  a stripped- 
group,  moved  ag-  down  machine,  it  retrieves 
gressively  yesterday  to  software  from  the  Internet 
thwart  the  challenge  posed  or  from  other  computer 
by  cheap  computing  de-  networks, 
vices  known  as  network;  The  NC  looms  as  a dan- 
computers,  by  unveiling  gerous  threat  to  Microsoft 
plans  for  an  Inexpensive  because,  since  Anile’s  Mac- 


Alliance  & Leicester  has  accounts  . , - 

scheduled  its  flotation  for  the  Members  wflTbe  asked  for 
sawn*  quarter  c£  next  year,  their  approval  of  the  conver- 
when  the  rfonfey  and  Wool-  skm  plans  at  a meetogat  foe 
wich  also  to  convert  to  Ixmdrai  Arena  ^oecemD^ 
banks.  The  farms  c£  yester-  10.  Alliance  & Lister  needs  , 
day's  share  offer  put  a market  a 75  per  cent  majority  tram 
value  of  £2.4  hminr>-gL8  billion  least  20  per  emit  of  savers  and 
cm  the  society.  .a  simple  majo^  from  boj" 

Chairman  Simon  Everard  rowers  to  go  ahead  with Jhe 
said  conversion  to  pic  status  comg®Mr^postal 

was  the  “best  way  for  our  ballot  closes  cm  December  5. 


’•ins”,  bypassing  the  EU 
framework  and  locking  the 
non-single-currency  EU 
countries  out  of  the  decislon- 


“A  one-off  result,  possibly  ment  and  economising  with 
due  to  random  events,  must  the  truth. 


in  tosh  faded,  it  is  the  first 
dear,  widely  supported  al- 


The  move  marked  the  lat-  I temative  to  the  “Wintel"- 


not  be  decisive  for  single  cur- 
rency qualification."  Mr 
Stark  told  the  DQsseldorf- 


The  opposition  Social  Dem- 
ocrats yesterday  demanded 
an  emergency  session  of  par- 


est  U-turn  by  Bill  Gates,  the 
chairman  of  Microsoft,  who 


standard  PCs  based  on  Win- 
dows software  and  Intel 


had  previously  underesti-  chips. 


..  _ ,r  j faiHno  starK  torn  cne  uusseiuon-  an  emergency  sasiuu  ui  yea-  mated  the  threat  posed  by 

writes  latl  Traynor  l the  stability  pact  is  based  business  daily,  Han-  liament  on  the  “financial  the  Internet.  Only  a year 


. ERMANY  will  quit  the 


European  Union  nego-  ] Mr  Stark  said. 


watered  down,  the  govern- 
ment win  halt  co-operation,” 


delsblatt,  in  what  was  seen  as  chaos1 


^■pltiations  on  a single  cur- 
rency “stability  part"  unless 


The  ultimatum  raised  the 
ante  In  tbe  current  brlnkman- 


a reference  to  France’s  inten- 
tion to  fiddle  the  books  to 
pass  the  single  currency  test. 
While  Mr  Stark  looked 


Despite  spending  cuts  that 
have  brought  wildcat  strikes  as 
and  street  demonstrations,  the 


ago,  Microsoft  dismissed 
network  computers  (NCs) 
as  “dumb  terminals"  and 


Lawrence  Ellison,  chair- 
man of  data-base  software 
company  Oracle,  believes 
that  by  2000  more  NCs  will 
be  sold  than  PCs.  Oracle 


there  is  still  a gap  of  at  least  stand-alone  word  proces- 

rvvtf  1 klllinn  /Pi  -7  Mninnt  in  I snv”  Rnt  lh>  Mr?  PAnronf  ic 


‘silliest  Idea  since  the  and  Netscape,  the  Internet 


rowers  to  go  abMdwifo^  ‘i^sfe.  ship  over  who  ‘will  q[ualifr  for  askance  at  the  apparent  in-  DM4  bfflion  (£l/r  billion)  in 

float  Acomptenentarypostal  to  deri  s^es  ns  ins^  theaingle  currency  club  and  tention  of  other  EU  coimtries  n^yeart  badgrt  sums. 
KnTIrri- rinses  on  Decembrt1 5.  tence  on  fiscal  rigour , nmp.  tn  mnk  the  budeetarv  books.  The  budget  deficit  this 


ballot  doses  on  December  5. 


TOURIST  RATES  — BANK  SELLS 

Australia  1.9065  Francs  8.01  . 
Austria  10.73  . Germany  438 


Belgium  48.95- 
Canada2.11 

Cypma  0.7170 
Danmark  9.18 
Finland  757 


Greece  378.00 
Hong  Kong  12.12 
India  57.18 
Ireland  09645 
Israel  SJ2S 


Italy  2,401 
Malta  0.567E 
Netherlands  2.07 
New  Zealand  2J217 
Norway  10-10 
Portugal  241.00 
Saudi  Arabia  5.99 


Singapore  222 
South  Africa  725 
Spain  200.15 
Sweden  10.44 
Swttarisnd  1266 
Turkey  148.713 
USA  tsns 


panaitins,  a senior  govern- 
ment official  warned 
yesterday.  , _ 

JOrgen  Stark,  the  finance 
ministry  number  two,  said 


the  ample  currency  club  and  tention  of  other  EU  countries 
how  the  club  rules  win  oper-  to  cook  the  budgetary  books. 


ate  after  to  launch  in  1999. 

Mr  Stark  criticised  last 
month's  stability  pact  propos- 
als from  the  European  Com- 


his  boss,  Theo  Waigel,  the  fl-  is  expected  to  rise  to  at  least 
nanrg  minister,  also  stands  4 per  cent  of  gross  domestic 


DM4  billion  (£1.7  billion)  in  sor".  But  the  NC  concept  is 
next  year's  budget  sums.  winning  big-name  advo- 

The  budget  deficit  this  year  cates  such  as  IBM  and  Com- 
is  expected  to  rise  to  at  least  paq,  which  have  committed 


gSSany  could  walk  out  of  mission  which  diluted  Ger- 
the  EU  negotiations,  wait  man  demands  and  also 
rmHi  eariv  maa.  when  it  is  de-  denounced  “creative  account- 


accused  of  creative  account-  product  — wen  above  to  type  produrts  for  less  than 
Ing.  Chancellor  Helmut  single  currency  ceiling  of  $1,000  (£620),  about  half  the 
Kohl’s  centre-right  coalition  3 per  cent  — although  Mr  current  price  of  PCs. 


stand-alone  word  proces-  browser  company,  yester- 
sor”.  But  the  NC  concept  is  day  announced  an  alliance 
winning  big-name  advo-  in  which  Netscape  products 
cates  such  as  IBM  and  Com-  will  be  bundled  with  NCs 
paq,  which  have  committed  based  on  an  Oracle  operat- 
themselves  to  making  NC-  ing  system. 


SupfUiea  by  JUantM  Beak  (excMlng  AieOan  wpo*  *nd  laraeBMeket I. 


rmtn  early  1998,  when  it  is  de- 
creed who  passes  muster  for 


denounced  “creative  account-  over  this  year’s  and  next 
ing”  In  the  dash  to  meet  the  year’s  budgets,  with  his  small 


is  beset  by  trench  warfare  Stark  said  to  deficit  would 
over  this  year’s  and  next  come  down  to  2-5  per  cent 
year’s  budgets,  with  his  small  next  year. 


current  price  of  PCs. 


In  response  to  the  grow- 
ing NC  challenge,  Microsoft 
is  proposing  a general  tech- 


The  NC’s  biggest  selling  nical  definition  for  the  new 


point  Is  simplicity,  whereas 
the  PC  is  expensive  and 


machines,  known  as  a ref- 
erence platform. 
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12  FINANCE  AND  ECONOMICS 

Analysts  say  target  of  US  firm’s  £766ro  offer  is  likely  to  seek  white  knight  as  takeover  fever  returns  to  sector.  Chris  Barrie  reports 


Northern  Electric 


raider  faces  battle 


TAKEOVER  fever  re  ig- 
nited yesterday  in  the 
electricity  industry  in 
the  wake  of  CalEn- 
ergy’s  announcement  of  a 
£766  million  offer  for  North- 
ern Electric. 

In  a dawn  raid  timed  to  co- 
incide with  the  bid  announce- 
ment, Cal  Energy  snapped  up 
12.7  per  cent  of  Northern’s 
shares  at  about  630p  a share. 
The  raid,  carried  out  on  be- 
half of  CE  Electric  UK  — the 
British  company  formed  by 
CalEnergy  for  the  takeover  — 
forced  Northern  shares  above 
the  offer  price  of 630p  to  651p. 

CalEnergy  is  also  offering 
103p  for  each  preference 
share.  There  is  a loan-note 
alternative. 

Analysts  said  the  market 
was  expecting  CalEnergy  to 
raise  its  offer,  and  that  North- 
ern may  seek  a white  knight 
Other  US  companies  have 
been  reported  to  be  interested 
in  buying  UK  electricity  firms 
recently. 

But  one  City  source  also 
pointed  out  that  the  likeli- 
hood of  the  bid  being  referred 
to  the  Monopolies  and  Merg- 
ers Commission  was  higher 
than  in  the  past 
Warning  that  the  market 
might  be  overcocky  about  the 
bid,  he  suggested  that  the  in- 
dustry regulator.  Professor 
Stephen  Littlechild,  could  ask 
for  a referral  on  the  grounds 
that  he  is  running  out  of  inde- 
pendent electricity  companies 
against  which  he  can  make 
comparisons  when  assessing 
costs  and  profits. 

He  added:  “This  is  a super- 
sensitive  time  politically. 
Littlechild  could  give  [Trade 
and  Industry  Secretary]  Ian 
Lang  the  excuse  he  needs  to 
refer  the  bid.” 

Offer,  the  regulatory  body, 1 
declined  to  comment,  saying 
that  Prof  Littlechild 's  advice 
to  the  Office  of  Fair  Trading 
— which  scrutinises  bids  and 
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advises  the  Trade  and  Indus- 
try Secretary  — was  confiden- 
tial. 

There  was  also  surprise  in 
the  City  that  the  bidders  were 
relatively  small  and  un- 
known. Describing  CalEnergy 
and  its  construction  industry 
partner,  Kiewit.  as  “a  two 
men  and  a dog  operation”. 


one  analyst  said  Northern 
bad  been  selected  because  it 
was  the  cheapest  regional 
electricity  company  still 
available. 

But  CalEnergy  chairman 
and  chief  executive  David  So- 
kol said  Northern  had  been 
chosen  because  there  was 
more  published  financial  In- 


Friendly  society  may  provide 
members  with  cut-price  power 


rTAMILY  Assurance,  one 
I of  Britain's  largest 


J of  Britain's  largest 
friendly  societies,  said  yes- 
terday it  was  considering 
supplying  electricity  to  its 
600,000  members  as  It  un- 
veiled a tie-up  with  North- 
ern Electric  to  help  people 
pay  their  bills,  writes  Rich- 
ard Miles. 

The  mutual  friendly  soci- 
ety said  it  was  “investigat- 
ing the  possibilities’*  of  pro- 
viding electricity  at  a 
discounted  rate  to  members 
— most  of  whom  are  savers 
on  low  incomes  — when  the 
sector  is  opened  up  to  com- 
petition in  April  1998. 

Marketing  director  Barry 


Chambers  said  Family  As- 
surance was  ideally  placed 
to  offer  cheaper  electricity 
because  of  its  buying 
capacity,  administrative 
and  technological  expert- 
ise. and  low  operating 
costs. 

“Family  believes  that  mu- 
tuality should  be  of  direct 
benefit  to  its  members.” 

Family  announced  a Joint 
marketing  venture  with 
Northern  Electric  to  pro- 
mote a tax-free  investment 
plan  that  will  allow  people 
to  save  for  fixture  energy 
bills.  Called  Energy 
Reserve,  it  is  based  on  a 
personal  equity  plan. 


formation  following  the  com- 
pany's battle  to  defend  itself 
against  Trafalgar  House. 

Mr  Sokol  said  CalEnergy  i 
had  been  looking  for  a UK  ac- 
quisition for  about  18  months  1 
to  complement  its  existing 
overseas  businesses  in  Indo- 
nesia and  the  Philippines. 

Northern’s  expertise  in  dis- 
tributing and  supplying  elec- 
tricity could  be  used  else- 
where as  the  global  market 
for  electricity  becomes  dereg- 
ulated. The  power  market 
was  five  times  bigger  than 
that  of  telecommunications, 
he  added. 

Acknowledging  that  the 
Northern  takeover  was  the 
biggest  abroad  to  be  under- 
taken by  the  group  to  date,  Mr 
Sokol  said  $500  million  would 
come  from  the  group's  own 
binds,  with  a similar  amount 
being  provided  from  a loan 
led  by  Credit  Suisse. 

Although  Northern’s  job- 
cutting programme  would 
continue  under  CalEnergy 
ownership  — 15  per  cent  of 
staff  are  to  go  in  the  distribu- 
tion business  by  the  year  2000 
— Mr  Sokol  painted  a picture 
of  long-term  growth  rather 
than  cost-cutting. 

Pledging  to  keep  opera- 
tional management  in  place, 
he  said:  “Sometimes  US 
people  are  least  able  to  be  sen- 
sitive to  local  cultures.”  In 
the  Philippines,  the  company 
employed  six  expatriates  and 
294  locals,  he  said. 

CalEnergy  also  operates  in 
California,  New  York  and 
Texas.  The  construction  firm 
Peter  Kiewit  Sons  owns  33  per 
cent  of  the  group,  and  30  per 
cent  of  CE  Electric  UK. 

Analaysts  said  the  offer  rep- 
resented much  the  same 
value  as  Trafalgar  House's 
offer  in  December  1994  erf1 
£10.50  a share,  once  North- 
ern's hefty  dividends  paid  to 
shareholders  since  then  were 


rieyj1 

Kirill 


-jS' 


*{asolv/ 


A 


'-’vr*:  Hfi 


mm 


taken  into  account. 


David  Sokol:  emphasising  growth  prospects  on  the  global  market 
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HOIISC  price  rises  offer  no  hope  1 2006  forecast  says  ‘no  increase  in  full-time  jobs’ 


to  hard  core  in  negative  equity 


SeumasMUne 
Labour  Editor 


consultants  Business 
Strategies. 

The  next  decade  will  also 
see  a rise  of  400,000  in  the 
number  of  managers,  the 
report  says,  while  clerical 
jobs  . will  be  squeezed  by  , 
new  technology. 

Based  on  a detailed 1 
breakdown  of  sectoral 
trends  and  commissioned 
by  the  Education  and  Em- 
ployment Department,  the 
Business  Strategies  report 


Sarah  Ryfe  and 
Jill  Papworth 


HOPES  that  soaring 
house  prices  will  kill 
off  the  burden  of  nega- 
tive equity  were  dented  yes- 
terday as  it  emerged  that 
mortgage  lending  by  Britain's 
major  banks  slowed  last 
month. 

Mortgage  lenders  admitted 
that  the  figures  were  unex- 
pected, but  they  dismissed 
fears  of  the  housing  recovery 
being  permanently  stalled  be- 
cause prices  have  been  artifi- 
cially boosted  by  a shortage  of 
properties  on  the  market. 

City  analysts  believe  prices 
will  continue  to  rise,  but  that 
will  not  be  enough  to  save  the 
hard  core  of  people  left  with 
negative  equity  after  the  1980s 
housing  boom. 

Figures  from  the  British 


Bankers*  Association  showed 
overall  mortgage  lending  last 
month  was  £2,421  million,  12 
i per  cent  down  on  the  August 
figure. 

The  seasonally  adjusted  fig- 
ures for  net  lending  showed  a 
rise  of  £417  million  in  Septem- 
ber against  £607  million  the 
previous  month. 

Although  new  approvals, 
used  as  a guide  to  future  lend- 
ing, were  also  down  by  3.1  per 
cent  in  both  quantity  and 
value,  BBA  director  general 
Tim  Sweeney  said:  “It  would  | 
be  a mistake  to  read  too  much 
into  a single  month’s 
figures." 

The  Nationwide  Building 
Society  Housing  Finance 
Review,  published  yesterday, 
showed  prices  in  the  three 
months  to  the  end  of  Septem- 
ber were  9 per  cent  higher 
compared  with  the  same 
period  a year  ago. 


Nationwide  said  prices 
would  rise  by  7 per  cent  this 
year,  with  bigger  gains  likely 
in  the  London  and  the  South- 
east 

The  revival  has.  in  the  past 
nine  months,  more  than 
halved  the  number  of  house- 
holds with  negative  equity 
according  to  the  latest 
research  by  UBS. 

Some  164,000  households  es- 
caped the  negative-equity 
trap  during  the  third  quarter 
of  1996.  This  leaves  594.000 
homes  still  affected,  down 
from  1,323,000  in  the  fourth  i 
quarter  of  last  year  and 
12  million  below  the  peak  of 1 
the  first  quarter  of  1993. 

The  total  value  of  negative 
equity  in  the  UK  fell  by 
£700  million  to  £2.5  billion  in 
the  third  quarter. 

UBS  forecast  another  one 
per  cent  rise  in  house  prices 
by  the  end  of  this  year,  and  a 


10  per  cent  rise  in  1997,  cut- 
ting negative  equity  to  90.000 
households. 

The  report  warned  that  a 
core  of  up  to  50,000  house- 
holds at  the  bottom  end  oT  the 
market  will  remain  in  nega- 
tive equity,  regardless  of 
price  rises  over  the  next  few 
years.  An  additional  1J  mil- 
lion homeowners  have  insuf- 
ficient equity  — less  than 
£5,000  net  equity  in  their 
property  — to  move  house. 

Its  author,  Rob  Thomas, 
said:  'This  segment  of  the 
market  is  still  the  most  slug- , 
gish,  and  many  of  those  af- , 
fee  ted  face  the  prospect  of1 
negative  equity  for  a number 
of  years  to  come. 

“Even  if  our  forecast  of  a 
33  per  cent  increase  in  house 
prices  over  the  next  four 
years  is  right  it  still  won't  be 
enough  to  release  all  these 
people  from  negative  equity.” 


HALF  the  extra  1.6  mil- 
lion jobs  likely  to  be 
created  over  the  next 
10  years  will  come  from 
greater  self-employment, 
with  the  other  half  coming 
from  further  growth  in  the 
number  of  part-timers,  ac- 
cording to  a forecast  pub- 
lished today  by  economics 


expects  total  employment 
to  increase  from  25.4  mil- 
lion to  27  million. 

But  it  forecasts  almost  no 
net  increase  in  full-time 
jobs,  and  a drop  of  only 
131,000  in  the  number  of 
registered  unemployed  ben- 
efit claimants,  to  1,990,000. 
over  the  next  10  years. 

‘The  fastest  rises  in  em- 
ployment overall  will  be  for 
professional  workers  such 
as  lawyers,  accountants 


and  even  doctors,"  said  di- 
rector Richard  Holt. 

The  report  expects  an  ad- 
ditional 790,000  people  to 
“opt  for  self-employment” 
by  2006  — pushed  by  the 
scarcity  of  full-time  Jobs 
and  the  continuing  trend  to 
contracting-out. 

Of  the  770,000  new  jobs, 
94  per  cent  are  forecast  to 
be  part-time,  with  women 
expected  to  account  for 
two-thirds  of  the  growth. 
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First-time  buyers  at  bottom  of  market  feel  brunt 


The  householders 

doomed  to  stay  trapped 
by  negative  equity  well 
into  the  next  century  are  typi- 
cally first-time  home  owners 
who  bought  “in  the  wrong 
regions  at  the  wrong  time", 
writes  Jill  Papworth. 

Worst  hit  are  those  who 
bought  properties  at  the  bot- 
tom end  of  the  market,  such 
as  converted  studio  and  one- 
bedroom  flats,  starter  homes 
and  ex-council  properties,  in 
the  south  of  England  during 


the  late  1980s  property  boom, 
according  to  the  UBS  report. 

First-timers  who  bought  in 
East  Anglia  at  the  peak  in  the 
fourth  quarter  of  1988,  for  ex- 
ample, paid  an  average  of  I 
£63,000  for  a home  now  worth  j 
just  £44.000.  Their  property  | 
values  would  have  to  rise  by 
43  per  cent  to  release  them  , 
from  negative  equity. 

"These  are  average  figures 
for  the  region,  so  some 
people,  particularly  those 
with  smaller  fiats  or  cheap 


starter  homes  for  which  there 
is  now  limited  demand,  are  a 
lot  worse  off  than  that,"  says 
Rob  Thomas. 

Smaller  properties  are  hard 
to  sell  because  the  drop  in 
house  prices  and  mortgage 
rates  means  that  today's  gen- 
eration of  first-time  buyers 
can  afford  two  or  three  bed- 
room houses.  “They  don't 
need  to  start  at  the  bottom 
rung,”  Mr  Thomas  says.  Es- 
cape options  for  severely  af- 
fected households  are  few. 


Owners  can  embark  on  the 
slow  process  of  saving  their 
way  out  of  negative  equity. 
Depending  on  the  way  your 
lender  calculates  mortgage  in- 
terest, the  best  way  to  do  this 
can  be  to  increase  your 
monthly  repayments. 

Some  lenders  will  now  help 
by  agreeing  to  transfer  the 
negative  equity  shortfall  to  a 
second  mortgage  on  a new 
property  for  existing  borrow- 1 
ers  with  clean  repayment  j 
records. 
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Air  France’s 
riposte  to  BA 


Banks  taken  to  task 


AIR  France  yesterday 
threatened  to  thwart  Brit- 


threatened  to  thwart  Brit- 
ish Airways'  chances  of  con- 
solidating its  foothold  in 
France  by  signalling  a readi- 
ness to  buy  the  troubled  do- 
mestic airline  Air  Outre  Mer, 
writes  Keith  Harper. 

Christian  Blanc,  chairman 
of  Air  France,  said  this  would 
be  one  way  to  offset  increased 
competition  on  French  routes 
if  BA  succeeds  in  buying  Air 
Libertb,  another  ailing 
French  carrier,  which  has 
debts  of  £300  million, 

BA  and  its  French  subsid- 
iary, TAT,  expect  a decision 
tomorrow  on  whether  they 
have  succeeded  in  their  bid 
for  Air  Liberte.  which  has 
12  per  cent  of  the  French  do- 
mestic market 

A commercial  court  will  de- 
cide whether  Air  Liberte 
should  be  liquidated  or  of- 
fered to  outside  bidders  — 
which  include  Richard  Bran- j 
son’s  Virgin  Express  as  well 
as  BA. 

Joining  forces  with  Air  Li- 
berte would  give  TAT  22  per 
cent  of  landing  slots  at  Orly 
airport  in  Paris,  against  Air 
France’s  37  per  cent 


FOUR  out  of  five  of  the 
UK’s  small  and  me- 
dian-sized businesses 
believe  they  are  getting 
poor  financial  advice  from 
their  banks,  according  to  a 
survey  published  today  by  1 
accountancy  firm  Arthur 
Andersen,  writes  Pauline 
SpringetL 

Richard  Young,  a partner 
with  Andersen  subsidiary  1 
Binder  Hamlyn,  says  the ; 
high  level  of  dissatisfaction 
is  evidence  of  an  expecta- 
tion gap  between  banks  and  , 
their  clients.  He  explains  , 


that  businesses  often  ex- 
pect banks  to  be  proactive 
about  giving  financial  ad- 
vice, but  the  banks  tend  not 
to  consider  this  part  of 
their  normal  service. 

Jim  Redman,  a spokes- 
man for  the  lobby  group, 
the  Forum  of  Private  Busi- 
ness, is  not  surprised  by  the  j 
survey.  “There  is  a willing- 
ness on  the  part  of  banks  to 
understand  their  custom- 
ers,” he  says,  but  adds  that 
bumnesses  themselves  are 
partly  to  blame  for  the  so- 1 
called  expectation  gap. 


Murdoch  in 
$1bn  delay 


Rupert  Murdoch's  News 

Corporation  has  delayed 


Credit  card  protection  stays 


THE  Government  yester- 
day rejected  advice  from 


■ day  rejected  advice  from 
the  Office  of  Fair  Trading  to 
reduce  the  liability  of  credit 
card  issuers  when  reimburs- 
ing customers  for  defective 
goods  or  services,  writes  Lina 
Saigol. 

Instead  it  announced  that 
protection  to  consumers  who 
use  credit  cards  would 
remain  the  joint  responsi- 
bility of  the  card  issuer  and 
the  retailer. 


The  announcement  was 
made  following  the  Depart- 
ment of  Trade  and  Industry's 
consultation  on  laws  protect- 
1 ing  credit  card  users.  Under 
current  law,  shoppers  can 
claim  losses  back  from  either 
| the  retailer  or  the  credit  card 
issuer.  Robin  Simpson,  acting 
director  of  the  National  Con- 
sumer Council,  welcomed  the 
announcement,  claiming 
credit  card  companies  rou- 1 
tinely  “fobbed  off’  customers.  | 


■ ■Corporation  has  delayed 
plans  to  raise  $1  billion 
(£620  million)  in  cash  against  its 
40  per  cent  holding  in  BSkyB, 
writes  UsaBuddngharn. 

Analysts  said  the  move  was 
to  allow  the  market  price  of 
the  satellite  operator  to  stabi- 
lise and  improve  alter  first- 
quarter  figures,  to  be  an- 
nounced on  day. 

Shares  in  BSkyB  slumped 
by  14  per  cent  to  S93p  last 
week  after  the  Murdoch  plan 
to  offer  exchangeable  prefer- 
ence shares  in  the  TV  group 
appeared  to  signal  that  the  1 
tycoon  thought  BSkyB’si 
shares  had  reached  a me- 
dium-term peak.  1 

The  delay  will  allow 
BSkyB’s  price  to  settle  or 
make  some  gains  — shares 
rose  5p  to  SSTftp  yesterday. 

There  was  a danger  that 
stock  market  rules  might  be 
breached  Lf  terms  of  the 
$1  billion  convertible  Issue 
were  announced  in  the  run-up. 

Although  News  Corpora- 
tion has  not  earmarked  the 
5L  billion.  analysts  believe  it 
is  destined  to  bolster  the 
group's  digital  TV  expansion. 
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Racing 


Darley  loses  out 
as  Savill  cuts  back 


PETER  Savill,  cur- 
rently Britain's 
second  biggest  indi- 
vidual racehorse 
owner,  will  not  be  retaining 
Kevin  Darley  next  year  as  a 
result  of  his  decision  to  dras- 
tically.'reduce  his  string  in 
Britain-  . _ . 

Darley,  who  has  ridden 
over  100  winners-  forthe  past 
four- seasons,  and  multi-mil, 
lionafre  Savill  are  ending  a 
seven-year  association  which 
hit  the  headlines  when  Celtic 
Swing  ran  away  with  the  Rac- 
ing -"Post  Trophy  two  years 

•w 

Darley,  In  action  at  Leices- 
ter yesterday,  where  he  won 
on  the.  John  Dunlop-trained 
Masehaab,  said;  "1  won't  be 
retained  by  Peter  Savill  next 
season.  It  was  a bit  of  a shock 
bat  he  explained  that  it  was 
really  just  because  he  is  cut- 
ting back. 


‘It  leaves  me  freelance  »nri 
I will  ride  for  him  whenever  I 
haven’t -been  approached  by 
anybody." 

Darley  bas  been  linked  with 
the  Dunlop  stable  at  Arundel 
and  Lady  Henries  at  nearby 
Angmering  in  Sussex.  Noth- 
ing has  been  confirmed,  but  I 
gather  Darley  has  put  his 
house  in  Sheriff  Hutton. 
Yorkshire,  on  the  market. 

‘Peter  and  I have  had  seven 
very  good  years  and  265  win- 
ners. What  better  highlight 
could  you  have  than  winning 
the  French  Derby?"  added 
Darley.  referring ' to  Celtic  i 
Swing’s  victory  at  Chantilly,  i 
Barley's  partnership  with 
Savill  flourished  on  the  cor- 1 
ners  tones  of  mutual  respect  ! 
Savill  once  said:  “We  have  de- 
veloped a close  relationship. 
What  attracted  me  to  Kevin 
was  as  a person  he’s  very  like- 
able. not  big-headed,  intelli- 
gent and  honest” 

Darley.  who  began  his 
career  with  Reg  Hollinshead. 


Tizzard  to  solve  the  Enigma 
with  Childhay  Chocolate 

E*IRM  ground  bas  inevtta-  i eter  on  his  reappearance 
■ My  taken  its  toll  on  Chel-  Childhav  Chocolate  t±  nm 


E*IRN  ground  bas  inevtta- 
■ My  taken  its  toll  on  Chel- 
tenham’s first  meeting  of  the 
season  today,  but  that  should 
not  hinder  Childhay  Choco- 
late and  promising  young  am- 1 
ateur  rider  Joe  Tizzard  in  the 
Enigma  Nightclub  Handicap 
Chase,  writes  Ron  Cox. 

Just  16  years  of  age.  Tizzard 
notched  his  first  success 
under  Rules  outside  of 
hunter -chases  when  success- 
ful on  Coolree  at  Ludlow  last 
week. 

He  is  highly  regarded  by 
Coolree’s  trainer  Paul  Ni-  | 
cholls,  who  saddled  Childhay  i 
Chocolate  to  win  three  chases 
last  season,  all  on  fastish  ! 
ground. 

Although  he  refused  to  , 
jump  the  final  fence  at  Uttox- 


eter  on  his  reappearance, 
Childhay  Chocolate  (4.00) 
had  performed  creditably  to 
match  strides  with  eventual 
winner  McGregor  The  Third 
unto,  tiring  from  four  out  He 
will  be  fitter  today  and  this  is 
a lot  less  competitive. 

Eighteen-runner  handicaps 
on  the  Flat  are  well  nigh  im- 
possible at  this  time  of  year, 
but  Best  Of  All  (4.15)  does 
appear  to  hold  a sound  chance 
in  just  such  a contest  at 
Redcar. 

Jack  Berry’s  filly  bas  come 
tumbling  down  the  weights 
and.  blinkered  for  the  first 
time,  ran  really  well  when 
fifth  behind  her  stable  com- 
panion Persian  Fayre  in  a 
large  field  at  York  last  time 
out 


is  now  recognised  as  the  lead- 
ing northern-based  jockey 
along  with  Kieren  Fallon, 
who  goes  south  to  ride  for 
Henry  Cecil  next  year,  god 
Jason  Weaver. 

The  jockey  was  sympa- 
thetic to  Savill’s  decision  to 
slash  his  string  in  Britain 
from  50  to  30  horses.“He  has 
been  more  involved  with  the 
Racehorse  Owners’  Associa- 
tion and  is  more  aware  of 
costs  than  ever  before,”  be 
said. 

“He  has  put  so  much  in 
over  the  years  and  I think  he 
is  a bit  downhearted  about 
the  game.” 

Savill  revealed  that  he  is 
trimming  his  operation  be- 
cause he  cannot  make  racing 
pay.  He  insists  that  prize 
money  levels  in  Britain  are  so 
poor  he  cannot  afford  to  sus- 
tain his  current  commitment, 
rightly  condemning  the  fact 
that  just  1.25  per  cent  of  bet- 
ting turnover  is  returned  to 
the  sport 

His  decision  will  affect  sev- 
eral trainers  in  different  parts 
of  the  country  as  he  a 
habit  of  spreading  his  horses 
around. 

Pilsudski,  winner  of  the 
Breeders  Cup  Turf  gained  an- 
other notable  triumpb  yester- 
day — an  invitation  to  the 
prestigious  Japan  Cup. 

This  sets  up  toe  possibility 
of  another  clash  with  Helis- 
sio,  who  slammed  Pilsudksi 
in  the  Arc.  The  French  colt, 
plus  Hailing  and  Pentire, 
were  the  other  European 
horses  selected  for  toe  race  in 
Tokyo  on  November  24. 

“It  would  be  something 
special  if  all  four  of  the  Euro- 
pean horses  we  have  invited 
were  able  to  run,”  said  Japan 
Racing  Association  represen- 
tative Shim  Ando. 

"They  have  four  days  to  de- 
cide whether  they  want  to 
take  up  toe  invitation.  If  they 
don’t  accept,  others  will  be  of- 
fered a place  though  I am  not 
in  a position  to  give  names.” 
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Sack  race . . . the  St  Louis  Rams  quarterback  Tony  Banks  gets  hit  by  Donny  Brady  of  the  Ravens  in  an  error-strewn  game  in  Baltimore  joe  gga 

Cowboys  polish  off  Johnson’s  Dolphins 


Mark  Tran  In  New  York 

THE  clash  between  toe 
Miami  Dolphins  and  toe 
Dallas  Cowboys  was  a 
grudge  match  made  in  PR 
heaven.  It  pitted  against  each 
other  two  of  the  most  nakedly 
competitive  men  in  pro  foot- 
ball: Jimmy  Johnson,  the  Dol- 
phins coach,  and  Jerry  Jones, 
the  owner  of  the  Cowboys. 

Jones  dumped  Johnson  as 
coach  two  years  ago.  replac- 
ing him  with  Barry  Switzer, 
and  the  world  has  been  wait- 
ing ever  since  tor  the  colli- 
sion between  them.  More 
than  75,000  fans,  toe  biggest 


crowd  in  Dolphins  history, 
Hocked  to  toe  game  along 
with  B00  journalists. 

Before  toe  players  took  the 
field.  Pastor  Dr  Lee  Drake 
thanked  the  Lord  for  the 
return  of  Dan  Marino,  his 
first  appearance  in  four 
games  after  an  ankle  injury, 
and  asked  for  divine 
intervention. 

Pastor  Drake’s  pleas  were 
spumed  as  the  Cowboys  won 
20-10  In  a lopsided  contest 
The  drama  occurred  off  toe 
field  in  a spat  between  Swit- 
zer and  Jones. 

With  toe  game  drawing  to  a 
dose,  the  Cowboys  had  toe 
chance  to  score  a meaningless 


touchdown  just  to  humiliate 
toe  Dolphins,  toe  kind  of  un- 
sporting gesture  that  coaches 
usually  avoid.  But  Jones  was 
all  for  it,  egging  Switzer  to 
run  up  toe  score.  Switzer 
would  have  none  of  it  Troy 
A firman,  toe  Cowboys  quar- 
terback, simply  kneeled  after 
toe  snap. 

Tm  toe  coach,  he’s  toe 
owner.  I make  toe  decisions 
on  the  field,”  Switzer  said 
afterwards.  It  was  partly 
Jones’s  desire  to  interfere 
that  led  to  his  bitter  tolling 
out  with  Johnson. 

The  Dolphins  managed  to 
hold  their  own  in  toe  first 
half,  keeping  the  Cowboys  to 


three  field  goals  while  getting 
a touchdown  and  a field  goal. 
Miami’s  sole  TD  came  from  a 
15-yard  pass  from  Marino  to 
Stanley  Pritchett 
The  10-9  score  flattered  the 
Dolphins  as  the  second  half 
turned  in  a Dallas  romp.  The 
Dolphins  defence  toiled  to 
make  any  impression  on  Aik- 
man,  who  had  plenty  of  time 
to  fire  off  his  passes.  Marino 
was  a portrait  in  frustration 
as  toe  Dolphins  gave  up  toe 
ball  three  times,  hastening 
their  downfall 
Both  New  York's  teams 
found  inspiration  from  the 
Yankees'  triumph  in  toe  base- 
ball World  Series.  The  Jets 


won  their  first  game  of  the 
season  with  a spirited  31-21 
victory  at  the  Arizona  Cardi- 
nals while  toe  Giants  rolled 
over  toe  Lions  35-7  in  Detroit 

The  Washington  Redskins 
proved  they  are  for  real, 
notching  up  their  seventh  vic- 
tory by  drubbing  the  India- 
napolis Colts  31-16. 

Vinny  Testaverde  threw  a 
22-yard  touchdown  pass  to 
Michael  Jackson  with  10 
seconds  left  in  overtime  as 
the  Ravens  beat  toe  St  Louis 
Rams  37-31  in  Baltimore. 
The  Rams  blew  a 14-point  lead 
in  the  second  half  and 
botched  a field-goal  try  in 
overtime. 
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2 200-400  ANTARTKmH(ia2)GOIOQ|d  6-6-13 H HeAndravr  6 

3 264050  MAY  STAB (1<) UR  SSmln  6-6-13 llM(211 

4 0804*2  UM (14) (0(D){BP)GLMS 6-6-11 JCttartoylO 

6 3- niMBMimrsil  (966)  PHUMt  5-6-11  Damn  Hottatt  (*>  7 

s OrtW)  ETOAE DU HQM{B2)HCo»nBr1dae 4-6-6 Dfebnl 

7 33400  BITS  HISS  (104)  M Camacho  4-6-6 KPhSaaS 

■ 504300  JBUAira(B9)JMlMn 3-6-fi SPWWl  |4 

9 064833  ■COELYCUDOYsns  (K  NDruiar  6-6-4 .0  Carter  12 

10  KUDWKASHAM  (1DJ  w Sarray  4-6-5 Inna  Wanda  (7)  S* 

It  D-00000  LADY  PLOY  (2)  UtaLSUttoJl  4-8-2 _0RM1 

12  402000  RADHOn  BRANDT  (129)  P Ever*  >7-12 2 Branch  (T1 » 

TOP  POBH  TM  UU  6,  Oaea  Oant  Pto  Unk  7,  Bte  B2M  6 
IBMItiUitoarlOSiaCItetoi  6 l|SN*)Wte 

BaMtov  2-UdU.  9-4  Ona  Uo>4  For  Luc*.  6-1  lAhWyeurthr  Raeta.  W-1  «Hly  Stor.  Rurmtafl  Crenn,  14-1 

Jhniaraar,  EMa  BUsa.  16-1  Kaihana  iSmaiara 


2.10  th  mu  M'imiMIIIII«TAKB1»g  62^47 

1 U0400  MNTil  AIAWYTinW  (23)  (D)DteycnJone»  7-9-6 Alto  to— ae  2 

2 300BSB  8PANMMVH1PKT(1H(C) Danya Srnitri 9-9-6 JWamarS 

3 B30M0  USnSBUMA (BO) P Evans 4-9-3 ACotoanall 

4 0D9-  BBMi TnLT9IUm616)H Hone 4-9-3  PBeCaha(3)S* 

6 80S13D  BUDMYATl  (40)  c Britain  44-3 w Ryan  6 

6 060600  HITE  NOPE  (17)  N Tinkler  4-9-0 Tinkler  7 

7 203-300  RAIMI (19) WEMy 5-9-0 PFaaaay(6)  12 

B 506400- KANATIM (400) Ml VActotoy 6-9-0 OHM  10 

9 DB&53  SOUIN SEA  DIBBLE (23) L Csmanl  4-9-0 XDartay3 

10  404050  SBTAH ACT (16) (P)  14 Channon 3-6-13 AEdtery(7)6 

11  022280  DASH  (SB)  JBemUl  3-6-11 StoevaaaA 

12  6-0036  WAFT  (IS)  (SS)  B Wh  S-S-B K PaAoa  1 

TOP  FDM  TM  WAR  10,  Snoto  tea  Bubble  9,  Doha  7 

ISM  Aaodnr  Ttoto  2 S 2 W Weeds  7^1  (B  Waote)  9 tm 

aaOto  7-9  6aun  6m  toNGie.  9-2  Mm.  Waft  7-1  Katau.  9-1  RuCOyan,  9-1  UantatoMnyfeai,  10-1 
SpanWi  VtoOict  12-1  Stornr  Act  ttnaan 


2*40  axnsv  MIHMCAP  Ira  C3^B1 

1 T21BS0  DARLTHO  CLOVER  (17)  R Basaman  L-1CMI H Site  lai  C0 19 

2 20-1100  MORTHIR* FAN (IBJfDJ N TlrftlW 4-8-11 VRpraS 

2 5140  SHADOW  CASTMB (46) (DP) B ISUi  3-9-9 KMnS 

4 3S5000  DOPOLOM (21) GOttard 3-9-0 KOateylS 


1 Cheltenham  National  Hunt  programme 


6 501343  HOBOCCO  (14)  (B)  CBF)  U Crvoion  7-6-0  ASddary  (7)6 

6 24300  VANADHM ODE (21) JEyraS-8-ID N DbtA 4* 

7 640334  CEE-JAY-AY  (12)(D)J  Berry  9-8-9 P Rufanrta  (5)  7 

B 035341  DUUBOM  <aNMII  (6)  (6to  aa)  (D)  W Wane  S-6-6 RHaafla(3)12 

S 205030  JOUWfng  JOKER  (15)  JLrttfl  5-8-6 D NoKtomn  14* 

10  *41000  TMATCMID (8) (CD) R Barr 6-6-4  ABUt7)11 

11  tJOMS  OBEY  nMODOrtCBaDUBrntaln  5-7-12 N varies  (6)  *7 

12  300106  PCS  dtUISER  (60)  (D)J  Eyre  4-7-12  T Mania  1* 

12  611050  CABOLAOADI(1BS)NByCro(l 47-11 NCariMalO 

14  «0000  SCO8P»Sri28)Taaman6-7-i0 PMortaalS* 

16  OOBOOS  nSASURETBN3[(B6)(D)DEnrtai  hiclse  5-7-10 XhaTleUara 

16  405030  turns HOMITE (26) JWltam 3-7-10 Pteaaay(S)2* 

17  000500  PARONOMASIA (83) JLferrb 47-10  B PCreadi (7) 9* 

TOP  POM  Ttoto  CaeslayAy  6,  Stetea  Caalbo  7.  Horecca  6 

ISM  Mgtt  totot  * * 6 Hartb  Dwyer  12-1  (D  Mafaofe)  14  (to 

BaDtag:  11-2  Stedo*  Canng.  6-4  Darting  Cteer , 7-1  Morocco,  8-1  Cae-Jay-Ay.  Munmd  Oonn,  10-1 
Northern  Fan,  ThafthM.  19-1  Pts  Cruiser.  Gray  Kingdom  17  runaari 


3 . 1 O OF  WLION  MDUH  AOCTKM  HABM  STASES  2YD  8f  C%777 

1 0 SWBHrOOLD(6}ASna»M DHeKnon  10 

2 00  IMAR  ARRANOOIEIIT  (14)  C Brtmrn  9-0  — W Ryan  8 

3 02  PUUiOPEPdDIInMRevEieylM) S Date* 7 

4 320232  BH» ROMANCE (40) Denys  Smith 9-0 SMeaS 

6 530230  THE WYANDOmSOiroRHoiliShead  9-0 J3  QrfflDra  (6)  B 

9 23  ABT1MI 1 0 (31)  G OWroyO  6-8 aParUa(5)6 

7 *22343  ENCNAimGA(10)(BP)J  Bony  8-9  O Carter  0 

O 1APOY1MMC  Booth  »6 JlShohZ 

B 0 HMtHBia  STAR  (40)  M Artneior  B-9 JDfatona  4 

10  MBISPET  S Bovring  B-9 iBHIial 

TOP  POM 'HPSl  Arehrtto  3*  teSapap  7,  tecfcaaBea  S 
1 SM  Mar  Jaal 2 0 0 S Money  B-2  (M  U Etotarty)  1 1 ran 

Batting:  11-4  FUtopap.  7-2  EncherOca.  9-1  ArtheBD.  8-1  The  WyandUto  tan.  7-1  Morning  Bar.  6-1  Red 
Romance.  12- 1 Ewar  Anangamem.  20-i  La  Doyenne  10 1 Mist  a 


3.45  CAPTAW  COOK  COMPtnOMS  STAKES  IYO  Tt  CftftM 

1 OI  CYBBrrEcaNW0OY(20)Sm(f  JKMtol 

2 1 SADBNA  (IT)  (D)  14  JOMNOn  6-12 ... — ..JWnavarS 

3 04  C0BALSTRAHD(20)  J WNN6-6 WRyanS 

4 1 6aUEAS(11)JGO!den8-6 QHM4 


10M  U Vote  2 B 10  R HnKee  0-4  (J  ntgaraAQ  3 ran 

■aflkm  1 1 r I11111111  lu  n ill  1 j j T llimnil  n if  1 1i  nnil  4mnera 


4w  1 5 OANTON  HANDICAP  7»  C4JJB6 

1 000300  SAMTEXmH(B}Un MRcvetey 6^-13 KDateyB 

2 210000  BBOOR (17) MnJ Ramadan 6-9-12 KMn7 

2 322430  A5HOQHE  (17E)(D)  J Eyra  6-9-11 TIIMl  mio 

4 823200  SOYALCESIDH (10) (D) Danya Smrtft 3-9-» ORtodS 

6 305«0  NYBOTYS(31)(CD)GQIdniyda-a-10 GParth(6)13 

0 102000  ANTOWASHELODV (17) SBowrtng 3-9-9 SDHbeal 

7 224020  S8SION  POND  (17)  (D)  Ids  V teortey  6-9-9 _JI  tearing  17 

8 421421  DONNE  QUEST  (27)  (D)  H Caul  3-M W Ryan  18 

0 SW10U  Ot»HADW(1E)(Cn)MD0«te4^6 RUpptolB 

10  004001  SADBlMOHEm  (Man)  TBarmn  7-9-8 PNMtoa— 14 

11  4000CE  HmOM  (12q  (D)  CBrlCain  6-9-6 P teCabe(3)4 

12  304004  PHASMACY  (17)  J Watt  3-9^ HM11 

13  52«OOSBUV4nO)J  Carr  3-9-2 NCarAMaS 

14  111000  GYIieRAKH.YBI (IS) (CD) QHohnei 5-6-12 JPatoll 

T9  OSrOOSUPBwm*  (10)  (D)l#»MRevUoy  4-6-11 ACuOnelS 

16  OKI010  ANTAnenC5TOM(12}RFuny>M P Norton  16 

17  300306  CAVERS VANOOUS (6) WJUmaun 5-6-9 JWaaaare* 

11  360005  BEST  OF  AJU.  (IT)  J Berry  4-W Q Carte  B. 

TOP  PDGH  TWt  Bast  Of  A1 8,  Pharraacy  7,  BMto  Qaart  0 
TBSTrOnMg  J 9 2 PShkannn  10-1  (H  Decb)  IBrto 

sum  IP  9-9  DMoe  Quest.  6-1  SaddlaMme.  7-1  Kesam  Pond.  8-1  Beal  (X  Aft  Ptiamaey,  W-l  Qituang. 
lP-l&aon.Safrt&J»aaf.  Sana*.  Owen  Taapour  ISrraraara 


1 ^40  CHBOMHA*  AMD TMreCOWmKOMMAS«Hl«DUSto»ttOyte 22*01 

1 4834-  dUBLBP ABBOT JT7D) liRpe 6-11-B A P McCoy 

2 U0V2T-  MBSrrUXWE (717) XBiday 7-11-6 COTtoryar 

s 21-  MHOUHBatoMBK (234)  WCMnB  6-11-6 JtJahraan 

4 P-MG0»0HaE>IRnT(a«2)RDIeUn  6-11-6 X Abate.  (7) 

■ 22  SAMBA  SHARPLY  (10)  (BP)  A «de5-T1-4 PMte 

0 SST7HX  PA6W0N  D Mllama  7-11-6 aPinmoW* 

7 F MAL(TD)REckley *-14-6 D«alaP(a) 

5 5 8TIHN0TIMIY (17) C 9m«l 4-11-5  PNtoan 

» oeo  ntx  swim  cioj  jonaa  *-ii-s ytevM 

Pattern  6-4  terhan  IMga.  5-2  Marching  MarquN,  5-1  Sal  Tao  Faataon,  6-1  Samba  SWrjIy,  W Oarfla 
Panel.  25-1  llr  Gorton  BanrwLSWSoThaty  


2.1  5 man  WCHOLSOM  COWSTSHIAL  JWaCSYP  SAITOICAP  imu  am  HOyda 

T 1 KSmRH(2S)NT*iiSK>n-OBVte4-rt-B Dtbtab 

a 229-1  YOUNG  RADICAL  (20)  (D)JUwm  4-10-13 DPBltar 

* 297342  XAiZAStromACMTon  IV-I0-T2  

4 1PS-54U  BALLY  PAHSQH  (18)  R DleAm  19-19A A Atom  (7) 

B F1FS6*  m0NTmm0Hr(10)(D)Wa»LSk*la»6-»7 Ellu  l 1 

»-ii  Ulster  Rm.  3-1  Young  RaieaL  77  Katart.  14-1  Bafcy  Parian.  16-1 F renter  FHgtft 


Results 


LEICESTER 

arrttsraKassasss 
sftssyirsi  ffissse 

asw.  Trio;  D77ja  CSF;  EBaiS.  TOcaot 

E98751.  NR  Preat  Again- 
1.1S  (1te>  1,  DCSEHT  ZOHS.  C LDWOW 
(20-1);  3.  Arataraps^  ^ Hate  A- 
nin-n  fii-ii;  4-  YapPvQftrl  (26-1)  7-2  rav 

ass^SaaSSST8 

r j t - Hand  129-1):  3,  Srtaa  et  Aara 

f to«).  4.  r j-  •—  (8-1).  17  ran-  *.  2-  (J 
Spearing)  Tor « £3DJft  &0II.  M. 

ESAb  5te I F:  £264-30.  Trio:  £263.10.  C8F. 
CSSftae.  Tricaet  El.TEaaS. 

Z.15(7f):1,OHTTOJUS,R  Hufllw  (40-11; 


2.  Prtaon  oi  Dtotel  (IM*  2,  TteMto 
(4-1).  4-6  lav  Memoriae.  lOrnrL  Nk.ah  hft 
(R  Hannon)  Tote:  £157.10;  £1650.  BN 
C1JCL  Dual  F:  £85^40.  Trio;  ZiamCSF: 
£407.89. 

2j4S  <T«fc  1.  MASHBOUM,  J Carroll 
(10-1):  2,  nuiltonl  (10-11  tea):  3,  Ttatte- 
wM  Mh  (3-1).  4 ran.  X.  X.  (J  Gossan) 
Tote: MAM F: £4.70. C8F:  £1653.  NR: 
Marl. 

2. IE  (Ini  M iraytto*  1,  MAMWJAAJB,  K 
Oariay  (*-i):2.lln«Denr  Paaa  (7-4  tea);  2. 
WtotenSnteto  (TO— 1).  8 ran.  3,  ft  (JDumop) 
Tote:  £850:  £250.  Cl.TO.  Dual  F:  C350.  CSF: 
Cl  153. 

1A4  fOf>  T,  AXAPL  BjJuMald .(7-j);  X. 
Bnate  My  (9-1*  ».  TgiaM  (»-l). 
Evene  tev  Mias  Goltefl  Stoite  13  nin.  X at. 
(M  Rr  escort)  Tote  £450:  £2.40,  £150.  £8.00. 
n.i  F:  G950.  Trio:  £51.70.  CSF:  C3354.  MFt 
NoDIa  Story. 

4.10  («>  T,  0004  Pal  Edtery  (9-2  Jnt- 
tav):  2,  snaaiaillHal  (11-^1):  S.  lteeranh 
(9-g|nt-tnvi:  *.  tenarri  Late  (10-1).  21  ran. 


HI  (P  MaUn)  Totn.  £350;  £2.00,  £250. 
£3_E0.  re  an  Dual  F:  £2t5ft  Trie:  £164.70. 
CSF:  £64.90  Tricaet:  £240.38.  NR: 

OomtneUe.  

QUAOPOTi  £246.40.  PUCDOD 

£12597.80. 

JACKPOT)  Not  won.  £2,10051  carried  tor- 
ward  to  Leteeetnr  today. 

UNGF1ELD 

IjOO  (7f>  T,  MBS  SAMCSRSE,  M HlilS 

no-ii  tew);2,iateteBtor(9~i*».teitorvi- 

te  (3—11.  it  ran.  3.  sh  hd..  (G  Wragg)  Tote 
Cl  .sa  El  .20.  £3.30.  £1 .4ft  Dual  F:  £850.  Trto: 
£8.10.  CSF:  E9.83.  NR:  Caribbean  Star. 
150m^1,APACHESTAR,MHIHS(11-e 
lav):  2.  Snrnntnn  Up  (9-4*  3,  toetoftea 
(10-1).  10  ran.  1*.  4.  (Q  wragg)  Tots:  Oft 
M.CI^  £350.  Dual  F:  £250.  Trio:  £3  60. 
CSF:£457.  NRiPanrtyweii. 

2JJO  (7fk  1.  NATLANE,  M Roberts  (B-2): 
a.  Stamp  (14— tg  *.  rtnytoe  Final » (9-4 
lev).  « ran.  7.  3.  (A  Stewart)  Tole:  £5.40: 


£2.00.  £3.10.  £2.10.  Dual  F:  E2Z.S6  Trio: 
£6050  CSF:  £8956. 

4SO  (In  H*  t,  HOOPPHBm,  A ClorV 
(9-4);  a.  SSaNMna  Styadtonn  (6-1):  3.  Coti 
Sim  Mo  (B-l*  2-1  lav  Shirley venture.  Bran. 
1,  ML  (G  Harwood)  Tote:  O.OCt  £150.  £1 .70, 
£1.70.  Dual  P £950.  CSF:  £1550 
3 J30  (Bi) t 1.  JBBHITi.  Jo  Hunnarn 
(4-1*  2,  Dnrb  4Uota  111-4  tov*  3.  Joint 
Vantrira  (25-1).  9 ran.  Sh  hd.  2L  (C  Dwyer) 
Tote  645ft  Cl 50,  £250.  EB5Q.  Dual  F: 
£1250.  Trio:  £150.70.  CSF:  £1557. 

350  (Tm  4f>  T.  MANFUL.  N Kennedy 
(7-2  tev*  S'  Atotohtar—  (6-1*  3,  AXatan 
* i (12-1).  14  ran. Sh  hd.  B.  (W Ebay) 
T:  £350:  £150.  C2.40,  £750  DF: 0050.  Trio: 
£10650.  CSF:  £21 53.  Tricaet  E1B15B. 

4JM  (71):  1.  TORN  CREEKS.  C Rtelar 
(IB-1):  2.  PaneteB  Heart  (8-1*  3,  tovoon- 
Oor  (12-1).  3-1  lav  Fresh  Fruit  Dally.  15  ran. 
1JL  nk.  (V  Soane)  T:  £2650:  £750.  £350. 
£250.  DF:  £158.70.  Trio:  £404 5ft  CSF: 
C129.79.  Ml- Rad  Admiral.  SptoZNedKflMI. 
ouADPon  05:10.  pucHWwaia 


Z.&O  DUSMBSS  TO  BOSBrtDCS  DOBCT  ROWKS  HAWICAP  CNASE  ton  4f  1 lOyria  £3538 

1 0624-12  STROUD  PB0MK8{S6)  (BF)Q  totort  5-0-0 ^ (bale  (3) 

2 4V0-P1!  POEOO WAWMO (IS) W«lHKrt0M 7-11-13 IFTWey 

3 D4P55-  ASHNBAD 8ANHUSI (176) P HoDOS (r-TO-O .CHend* 

Betttob  19-11  Strong  Prcnwa,  Evan*  Pongo  Waring.  0-1  Attimaed  RamMer. 


3.25  SUSBISSS  MABKE7  ANALYSIS  NOMCSHUIDLE  3a  21 M4S6 

T 12-Z1P2THVW0nEI5B(24)UP1pe6-11-» 5PHeCey 

2 1126-01  H0MTO5  ROCK  (11)  CD)  K Bailey  7-1 1-5 COThayar 

3 321431  9CA1I1ACH  (22)  JJarAte  B-11-5 OBrartay* 

4 D-fOB  UU.YTSK RLLY (0) Ura B Waring 6-19-9 EByran 

6 2H3546-OTH  A HARP  (ITS)  BRyafl  5-10-9 .QUphai 

Baetera  V2  Human  Reck.  1s-4TlppiBgT1iaUna,9-i8camnUe>i,  16-1  winAHana.SO-1  UliyTheFlily 


4.00  PHOMAHMinCtaS AMATEUR RftttBr HANDICAP CNA68 Sail £3533 

T 1ri2-  COOHSHRL(21S)(D)WDenrib 7-12-7 TDanahm 

2 241413  AMBH8JDT (24} PBonen 9-12-1 RThomtei(7)* 

2 D121V-R  CHSDHAY  CHOCOLATE  (24)  PMCOflia  9-11-2 JTtawdfTJ 

4 2S-533  TOnNOVEdDORR Price  10-19-7 .PJo^m 

6 0PBS-O3  SCSDANCai  (SO)  (CD)  R DcUi  11-W-7 .5HraMey(7) 

t 9363  ARmLJWmm  (22)  LGraeeldr  10-19-7 KMelen|S)ar 

Bettbto  7-4  antdiay  CTwcotata,  2-1  Coo™  tfii.  5-2  Andrate.  W-l  Fragrow.  16-1 K C s Danear.  TO-1 
ArM  Arthur. 


4.30  ■OEtoHU.JDIIMUEHOViCSinillOtNSVOSallDfdBeMAS 

1 11  DOCTOR OrtEBi (7) (D)U  P<M>n-8 APHcCoy* 

2 312422  M B0SIDBI (17) U Bianshard  11-3 JOatona# 

3 POAmOOAin-HBR(13)DBraan19-12 HrARMwrl 

4-  otnrHO«rrsPi«un4iyio-i2 *•»*«<» 

5 1 MSHANHYSne  (SO)  (D)PUumhy  19-12 WMMnd 

A » SOURER  sun  (10)  PKtoM  19-12 BDrawwdy 

7 STAKnNCWR  Brown  10-12 TJ  Matey 

B VVZZAAJanM19-7 Abate 

Srttkto  4-7  Doctor  ihm  3-1  Sbertan  Uyyue,  ?-)  Tezza  UMBeoBteflM.  12-1  ttilel  Moments  20-1 
Solder  Blue. 


Hill  favourite 

HaWKSLEY  hill,  impres- 
sive winner  at  Newmar- 
ket recently,  is  5-1  favourite 
with  the  sponsors  to  make  a 
winning  return  there  on  Sat- 
urday in  the  Ladbroke 
Autumn  Handicap. 


Soccer 


Venables  eyes 
Blackburn  job 


Martin  Thorpe 


Terry  venables  is 
understood  to  be  con- 
sidering becoming 
Blackburn  Rovers' 
new  manager.  It  is  unclear 
whether  the  former  England 
coach  has  been  offered  the  Job 
but  he  is  believed  to  have  met 
club  officials  on  Saturday 
when  he  was  sounded  out 
about  his  interest  in  the 
£300.000-a-year  post 
It  had  been  widely  thought 
that  Venables,  currently  di- 
rector of  football  at  Ports- 
mouth, would  not  be  inter- 
ested in  a move  away  from 
his  southern  base. 

But  yesterday  be  specifi- 
cally refused  to  rule  out  going 
north,  saying  of  the  Black- 
burn possibility:  *Tve  always 
said  HI  keep  my  options  open 
and  well  see  what  happens." 

Venables  is  eager  to  return 
to  management  but  with  a 
club  that  has  the  finances  to 


become  a major  Premiership 
force.  He  recently  rejected  the 
chance  to  take  over  at  QPR, 
mainly  for  that  reason. 

So.  despite  never  having 
worked  north  of  White  Hart 
Lane,  be  is  being  tempted  by 
the  chance  to  spend  £25  mil- 
lion to  build  bis  own  Black- 
burn team,  courtesy  of  the 
dub  owner  Jack  Walker’s 
£360  mill  inn  personal  fortune. 

Few  such  jobs  will  come 
along  in  the  near  future,  espe- 
cially in  the  south  where  two 
of  the  biggest  dubs — Arsenal 
and  Chelsea  — have  secure 
managers,  while  Tottenham 
is  out  of  the  question  even  if 
Gerry  Francis’s  job  was  on 
the  line,  which  it  is  not 

So  Venables  must  decide 
whether  he  can  afford  to  let 
the  opportunity  pass.  He  once 
worked  in  Barcelona,  so  a 
move  to  the  north  of  England 
may  not  be  such  a problem. 

He  still  has  legal  cases  to 
tight  but  Blackburn  are  un- 
worried, simply  determined 


to  replace  Ray  Harford  with 
someone  they  believe  is  the 
best  manager  for  the  Job  after 
England's  success  in  Euro  96. 

Venables  would  certainly 

provide  Blackburn  with  the 
high-profile  presence  needed 
to  re-gal vanise  a club  sitting 
at  the  bottom  of  the  Premier- 
ship after  the  heady  years 

under  Kenny  Daglish. 

Walker  Is  now  determined 
to  re-adopt  the  "money  is  no 
object1'  philosophy  that  trans- 
formed Ewood  Park  into  a 
super-stadium  and  Rovers 
Into  Premiership  champions. 

The  dub’s  chairman  Robert 
Coar  has  already  dismissed 
speculation  that  Dalglish  may 
return  as  manager.  ‘There’s 
no  chance  of  Kenny  coming 
back."  he  says. 

If  Venables  rejects  Black- 
burn, they  would  turn  to  can- 
didates such  as  Sheffield  Unit- 
ed's Howard  Kendall,  the  QJPR 
No.  2 Bruce  Rioch  and  the 
out-of-work  former  Leeds 
manager  Howard  Wilkinson. 
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Boro  keep  hold  of  Barmby 


Marie  Redding 

Nick  barmby  could  be 
staying  at  Middlesbrough 
after  the  club  said  yesterday 
that  they  had  yet  to  receive 
an  offer  for  the  occasional 

England  striker. 

“We’re  not  trying  to  push 
Nick  out  of  the  club.”  his 
manager  Bryan  Robson  em- 
phasised. “We  haven’t  bad  an 
offer  yet  Nick  could  still 
stay.” 

Boro  are  asking  £6  million 
for  Barmby,  £750.000  more 
than  they  paid  Tottenham 
last  year.  Everton  and  Liver- 
pool are  among  the  clubs  in- 
terested but  Robson  said: 
“There  have  been  a few  inqui- 
ries but  nothing  firm.  We  will 
only  sell  for  what  we  consider 
to  be  the  right  money.” 

Boro's  neighbours  Sunder- 
land have  been  given  special 
dispensation  by  the  Premier 
League  to  take  a Premiership 
goalkeeper  on  loan.  Clubs  in 


| the  top  flight  are  usually 
I allowed  to  bring  in  loan  play- 
ers only  from  lower  divisions. 

Sunderland  were  consid- 
ered a special  case  as  they 
have  an  injury  crisis  after 
Tony  Coton  broke  his  leg  in 
five  places  at  Southampton  on 
October  19.  “We’ve  been 
given  special  clearance  but 
It's  still  hard  to  bring  a keep- 
er in  because  clubs  need  them 
on  the  bench.”  their  assistant 
manager  Paul  BraceweH  said. 

Aston  Villa  also  have  a goal- 
keeping  problem  after  Mark 
Bosnich  injured  himself  dur- 
ing Saturday’s  1-0  defeat  at 
Roker  Park.  The  Australian 
will  be  out  for  at  least  four 
weeks  after  a knee  operation. 

Police  are  investigating 
complaints  that  the  Manches- 
ter United  midfielder  David 
Beckham  made  an  obscene 
gesture  during  his  side’s  6-3  i 
defeat  at  Southampton. 

Ken  Bates,  the  Chelsea 
chairman,  has  promised  that  | 
the  death  of  Matthew  Harding  I 


Pallister  and  Butt  likely 
to  miss  Fenerbahce  return 

ALEX  FERGUSON’S  plan-  J ably  twisted  his  knee  ar 
nine  for  Manchester  Unit-  tweaked  the  ligaments.  Vi 


#mning  for  Manchester  Unit- 
ed’s  Champions  League 
return  with  Fenerbahce  at 
Old  Trafford  tomorrow  has 
been  disrupted  by  worrying 
knee  injuries  to  Gary  Pallis- 
ter and  Nicky  Butt. 

Ferguson  described  both 
the  defender  and  midfielder 
as  "very  doubtful”  for  a game 
in  which  victory  will  almost 
certainly  guarantee  United  a 
place  in  the  quarter-finals  of 
the  European  Cup. 

Pallister  was  substituted  at 
half-time  in  Saturday's  6-3  de- 
feat at  Southampton  after  a 
recurrence  of  the  knee  injury 
that  has  troubled  the  central 
defender  for  almost  two 
months.  Bntt  received  a kick 
on  the  knee  and  limped  out  of 
the  game  after  only  17 
minutes. 

Ferguson  admits  a dilemma  1 
about  Pallister,  saying:  “His  | 
Injury  Is  something  that  wDl 
just  not  go  away.  He  has  prob- 


Pools  Forecast 


(PsPanal) 

FA  CUUM  PHEMERSMP 
1 Aston  Vital  v Noffln  Forest 

a Dirty  « Locntar 

3 Lands  v Sunderland 

4 Da  utd  v CtiebM 

G Shed  Utt  v Soufkaraptei 

8 Tottaoham  « Wiru  Ham 

7 WlmHedon  v Arsenal 


ably  twisted  his  knee  and 
tweaked  the  ligaments.  We 
need  to  give  him  a couple  oT 
weeks  off  to  let  it  clear  up 
completely  but  with  an  im- 
portant game  coming  up  like 
this  one,  we  also  need  to  get 
him  fit" 

The  Turkish  champions, 
who  arrived  yesterday  with  a 
20-man  squad,  have  their  own 
injury  problems.  Their  Dan- 
ish defender  Jens  Hogh,  Bul- 
garian striker  Emil  Kosta- 
dinov  and  the  midfielder 
Bulent  Uygun  all  have  groin 
strains. 

Nevertheless  Fenerbahce 
are  predicting  they  will  do 
what  no  visitors  have  done  to 
United  in  their  40  years  of 
European  competition  — win 
at  Old  Trafford. 

Fener bailee’s  chairman  Ali 
Sen  said:  “We  are  going  to  put 
on  an  incredible  performance 
...  all  Turks  are  going  to  go 
out  on  the  streets  In  celebra- 
tion on  Wednesday  night” 
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would  not  threaten  the  devel- 
opment of  Stamford  Bridge, 
i “We  do  have  other  loans  and 
1 other  shareholders  and  we 
are  continually  talking  to 
people  who  want  to  be  part  of 
the  Cbelsea  story,"  be  added. 

Third  Division  Leyton  Ori- 
ent, who  are  17th  in  the  table, 
have  sacked  their  manager 
Pat  Holland.  Their  veteran 
centre-half  Alvin  Martin.  38. 
is  favourite  to  succeed  him 

The  Nottingham  Forest 
goalkeeper  Tommy  Wright, 
currently  on  loan  to  Reading 
and  who  considered  retire- 
ment during  a battle  against 
injury,  bas  been  called  into 
Northern  Ireland’s  squad  for 
the  World  Cup  qualifier  in 
Germany  on  November  9. 
“This  is  a dream,"  he  said. 

SOUTHERN  IRBJVMIta  Podia,  WrigM 

Itaoth  Naum  For).  WlrtlltapM  [Stoke). 
ON*iplB  (Newcaufe).  Itoataoi,  BwHa 
Rowland  (all  West  Ham).  Lana  on 
(Leicester).  Lomai  (Man  City).  HBI 
(Leicester).  Taggart  ( Bolton),  Haaitar 
(Reading).  Gray  (Nancy),  Ho  Hack 
(Swindon).  MrMstion  (Stoke).  Qriflto  (Si 
Johnstone).  Morrow  (Arsenal).  Nolan 
ISheff  Wad) 


Rangers  minus 
a whole  team 
to  face  the 
might  of  Ajax 


Patrick  Gtann 


IF  THERE  is  such  a thing 
as  consolation  for  a club 
that  has  sustained  three 
successive  defeats  in  the 
Champions  League  — leav- 
ing them  pointless  and 
poundless  — it  is  to  be 
found  in  Rangers’  ticket 
sales  for  tomorrow’s  match 
with  Ajax  at  Ibrox. 

By  yesterday  afternoon 
they  had  sold  more  than 
41,000,  a figure  that  has 
much  to  do  with  the  pulling 
power  of  the  Dutch  champi- 
ons. it  is  already  4,000 
more  than  attended  the  last 
home  game,  the  2-1  defeat 
by  Anxerre  of  France, 
when  the  Scottish  champi- 
ons still  had  a chance  of 
qualifying  for  the  Euro- 
pean Cup  quarter-finals. 

Now,  following  their  4-1 
thumping  in  Amsterdam  13 
days  ago,  the  prospect  of 
another  defeat  looms  as  the 
manager  Walter  Smith 
tries  gamely  to  stltcb 
together  a team  from  the 
remnants  of  his  squad.  Hit 
by  injury  and  suspension. 
Smith's  pool  is  being 
replenished  by  inexperi- 
enced youngsters. 

With  Gascoigne,  Gough, 
Cleland  and  Moore  sus- 
pended and  McCoist.  Dnrie. 
McLaren,  Go  ram,  Ferguson 
and  McCall  unfit  — as  well 
as  a doubt  over  the  Dutch 
striker  Van  Vossen  — 
Smith  is  perplexed. 

He  will  play  the  20-year- 
old  Greg  Shields  at  right- 
back  and  the  bench  will  be 
manned  by  teenagers  such 
as  Steven  Boyack.  lain  NSc- 
olson.  Michael  Rae  and 
Scott  Wilson. 

Ajax  arrived  in  Glasgow 
yesterday  fresh  from  Sun- 
day's 4-1  victory  over  Vi- 
tesse Arnhem  but  with 
problems  of  their  own.  The 
Portuguese  striker  Dani  Is 
not  with  them  while  the 
wingers  Marc  Overmars 
and  Tijani  Babangida. 
Rangers*  tormentors-in- 
chief  in  Amsterdam,  and 
the  defender  Winston  Bo- 
garde are  injury  doubts. 

Aberdeen  will  be  In  simi- 
lar straits  to  Rangers  in  Co- 
penhagen tonight  where 
they  face  Brondby,  who 
won  the  first  leg  2-0,  in  the 
return  of  their  Uefa  Cop  tie. 

Relief  of  sorts  came  with 
news  of  injuries  to  Kim  Vil- 
fort  and  John  Jensen  that 
are  likely  to  keep  both  out 
of  the  Brondby  side. 

Aberdeen  have  doubts 
about  the  central  defender 
Xnglis,  and  with  Kom- 
bouare  ineligible,  the  man- 
ager Roy  Aitken  will  turn  to 
Me  Kim  in  te  and  the  Bulgari- 
ans Tzvetanov  and  Kirla- 
kov.  who  can  play  any- 
where In  the  hark  Bne. 
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Buoyant  on  the  Tyne  . . . Tm  not  unhappy,  my  wife  is  not  unhappy  with  life  in  Newcastle  or  England,*  says  David  Gmola  ■ photograph:  ted  octoburn 

Chic  radical  on  Newcastle’s  left 


Michael  Walker  finds  a resurgent  David  Qinola  committed  to 
overturning  Ferencvaros’  3-2  lead  in  tonighf  s Uefa  Cup  return  leg 


IS  IT  because  he  is  rich,  is 
it  because  he  is  handsome 
or  is  it  because  he  is  an 
exceptional  footballer? 
Whatever  the  explanation, 
everyone  wants  a piece  of 
David  Gmola.  To  spend  an 
hour  in  his  company  yester-  i 
day  was  to  witness  this:  a : 
photograph  here,  an  auto- 
graph there,  a nod.  a wink, 
any  kind  of  recognition  does. 

Others,  though,  are  not  sat- 
isfied by  this  and  break  into 
his  house  or  lurk  outside  it 
waiting  for  a word.  As  he 
said:  “It  could  make  you 
paranoid." 

Privacy,  one  quickly  dis- 
covers. is  a big  deal  to  Ginola. 
The  lack  of  it  in  English  soci- 
ety and  the  intrusiveness  of 
the  media  is  a subject  the 
Frenchman  Is  passionate 
about  "I  can  understand  the 
reason  behind  why  people 
burgle  houses  — but  then  for 
them  to  wreck  the  place?"  he 
said  with  anguish.  "What  is 
this  fucking  mentality?” 

It  Is  a situation  that  has  led 
Ginola  to  sympathise  with 
Princess  Diana's  media  treat- 
ment "One  person  I like  is 
Lady  Di,”  he  said.  "She  seems 
like  a good  person.  But  they 
have  all  these  pictures  of  her 
supposedly  with  other  men. 
But  you  have  to  respect  her 


privacy,  you  have  to  respect 
her  as  a mum  with  children." 

Ginola’s  defence  of  the 
Princess  of  all  our  hearts  was 
a little  surprising  as  seconds 
earlier  the  Frenchman’s 
critique  of  English  society  in- 
cluded a demolition  of  the 
Princess’s  former  mother-in- 
law.  “You  have  the  Queen 
who  doesn't  work,  doesn't  pay 
tax  and  has  the  greatest  for- 


Arthur  ScargiH  tattoo  under- 
neath his  black  and  white 
jersey,  because  Ginola’s  atti- 
tude towards  his  feme  and  bis 
wealth  is  reassuringly 
realistic. 

“People  say  that  you  can  be 
happy  without  money  but 
that’s  wrong.  There  are  two 
things  that  drive  this  world: 
sex  and  money.  Everyone  can 
have  sex  but  most  people  do 


different  in  Paris  1 could  go 
shopping  with  my  wife  but  I 
can’t  do  that  in  Newcastle  be- 
cause everywhere  2 go  I have 
to  sign  autographs.  So  my 
wife  has  to  do  everything  and 
that’s  boring  for  her.  It’s  eas- 
ier for  me.” 

It  has  also  become  easier  on 
the  pitch  since  Ginola's 
recent  tete-a-t&e  with  Kevin 
Keegan.  Since  the  arrival  of 
Alan  Shearer  the  Frenchman 
had  felt  overwhelmed  by  de- 
fensive duties  that  negated 
his  natural  inclinations.  But 
released  from  some  defend- 


Results 

Soccer 

WORLD  CUP  OUAURBfe 

Panama  0.  Canada  a. 


TOUR  CHAMPIONSHIP  (Tulsa.  Okla- 
homa): Final  acorn  (US  unless  staled)' 
. *68  T Lehman  66.67.6*.  71. 874  B Fawn 
' BB,  72. 66.  B8.  076  S Stricter  70.  68.  72,  65. 
37TKPerOrra.6e.7t).  68.  2TB  F Coupon 
88.  73.  68. 68  370  E Els  (SA)  76.  TO.  65. 66: 
J Leonard  73,  68,  69,  70:  T Watson  7a  70. 
69.  70.  280  J SJuraon  71.  74,  67.  68;  V 
Singh  (Fiji)  66.  71.  69.  74.  281  J Cook  70. 
73.  70.  BO  283  P Micketeon  87. 75.  68.  73. 
284  D Love  72.  71.  71.  TO.  288  F Funk  71. 

73.  74. 67.  *88  M Calcavecnftia  09.  71.  73. 
73;  J Furyk  72.  71.  73.  70:  D Duval  71. -71. 

74.  70.  287  S Koch  73,  73.  87.  74:  U 
O'Meara  74.  71.  71.  7i:  s Jones  67.  73.  TO. 

77.  288  C pawin  71.  73.  73, 71.  T Woods  70. 

78,  72.  69.  *88  U Bradley  71.  73.  7S.  70. 
*81  N Faldo  IGB)  75.  72.  76.  68  288  T 

■ Tolies  73.  77.  74.  sa  288  0 WaJrJort  74.  76. 
72.  71.  28*  M Brooks  73.  75.  73.  74;  J 
Maggart  76.  78.  7a  71. 

EUROPEAN  TOUR  FINAL  ORDER  OP 
Menus  1.  C Montgomerie  (Scot)  £875.146: 
Z I Woaanam  (GB)  £850.423: 3.  R Allenby 
(Aua)  £532.143:  4.  C Rocca  (111  £492.565:  S. 
M McNulty  (Zim)  £463.847;  6.  L Westwood 
(Eng)  £428.693:  7.  A Collar!  (Scotl 
£345.336;  a.  D Cl  arte  (NO  C339.795:  9.  P 
Broadhurst  lEng)  £30036*:  10.  T Bjorn 
(Dm)  £292.478:  11.  P Harrington  (ire) 
£386.023;  12.  P Mitchell  (Eng)  £282.608.  13. 
S Ames  (Trfl  £771,284: 14.  R Russell  (Scot) 
£268.830;  IS.  P McGlntey  (Ire)  £264.968:  10. 
W Riley  (AUS)  £250.733;  17.  M A Martin 
(Sp)  £248.791:  16.  J Van  de  Vetda  <Fr) 
£248,711;  19.  M A JJmener  (Sp)  £240,737: 
20,  J Lomas  (Eng)  £230322;  21.  P Lawria 
£232.919:  22.  3 Torrance  (Scot)  £228.692: 
23.  F Notdta  (NZ)  £226,849:  24,  J CoCeneS 
(Arg)  £216.375:  25.  R Goosen  (SA) 
£215,427;  26.  P-U  Johansson  (See) 
£199.802:  27.  J Peyno  (Eng]  C197.80S:  28.  E 
Romero  (A/gl  £170375:  29.  W Westner 
(SA)  £176.601;  30.  D Borrego  (Sp) 
Cl  72.534;  31.  G Turner  (N2)  £172,952: 32.  P 
Baker  (Engl  Cl 70 .896.  33.  £166,112.  34.  A 
Old  com  (Scat)  £165235;  35.  R Claydon 
(Eng)  £164.996,  36.  D Chopra  (Swe) 
£161.115;  37.  D Hospital  (Sp)  £161.012  30. 
R Chapman  (Eng)  £156,205:  39.  B Lunger 
(Ger)  £152,340;  40,  A SWroornc  (Engl 
£161*44;  41.  G Orr  (Scoll  £151*31:  42.  ft 
Drummond  (Soot)  £160363.  43.  R Mcfar- 
•ana  (Eng)  £150.013: 44.  T Johnstone  (21m) 
£147.369;  45.  R Green  (Aus)  £143,382  eg.  p 
Sales  (Eng)  £143.555;  47.  I Gamdo  (Sp) 
£140377;  48.  C Sunesan  (Sp)  £140011;  49, 
J Spence  (Eng)  M3OS06:  SO.  P Hedbtom 

(Swe)  £137.143.  Alaac  59.  D Gilford  (Eng) 

£119,665;  69.  S Ballesteros  (3r)  £1009(0; 
92,  P Walton  (ire)  £71,565.  110  M James 
(Eng)  £51-270;  123.  H Clart  (Eng)  E4!L35fr 
126.  S Lyle  |Seot>  £41244. 

Tennis 

PJUB8  OPENi  Htt  nmmt  U nonet 

(Sarltz)  tt  A Correlfa  (Sp)  8-2.  6-4.  D Ve- 
eak  (fa)  m J Senenez  (Sp)  8-3.  7-6.  p 
Konto  (Cz)  01  M WoodtortlB  (Aus)  6-4. 
5-7.  6-2;  A BerasaUgol  (Sp)  (X  R Fur lan 
TO  6-2.  6-2:  ■ Laresea  (Swe)  b(  B UJih- 
rw*  (fa)  6-4. 6-1:  M Gotafeeae  (Swe)  M 
C Car atfl  (U)  6-3. 4-6. 6-0:  C Wnh.  |Frl  M 
S Bruguera  (Sp)  6-4.  H,  ■ Btaok  (21m)  M 
J SioUenDarg  I Aus)  7-6.  4-6.  6-1;  A 
Boetaeta  (Fr)  Dt  T Wood  bridge  (Aus)  7-5. 

7- 6, 

HKHUHCUP  IMCSCOW);  Wr»1  roup*  R 
Dtagwink  (Horn)  u H Nagywa  (Slovak) 

8- 1. 7-5.  A lH*m  (Hus)  M E Wagner 
(Ger)  6-0  6-4;  E Malrereee  (Rusi  bl  S 
Farina  (llj  5-7. 8-4.  B-2.  B Schott  (Aui)  m 
H Gran  da  (ni  0-1.  8-4;  A Chrieenu  (Swe) 
tt  G LcongarOa  iSpl  6-1.  7-5:  S Popfo. 
(Aufl  (it  Sung4lee  Pam  (S  Kor)  8-1,  8-4. 


‘We  live  in  a world  where  people  use  money  the 
wrong  way.  In  England  that  is  very  apparent’ 


tune  in  the  world,  then  you 
have  the  workers,"  he  said  be- 
fore adding  with  a rhetorical 
flourish:  "And  that's  the 
image  of  England  all  over  the 
world.” 

Admittedly  watching  from 
behind  his  own  privileged, 
frosted  windows,  in  the  13 
months  since  his  switch  from 
Paris  to  Tyneside  Ginola  has 
noted  the  gulf  between  the 
haves  and  the  have-nots  in 
England  and  is  well  enough 
acquainted  with  the  moral  , 
panic  sweeping  the  nation  to 
sit  on  Labour's  front  bench. 

That  is  not  to  say  the  New- 
castle forward  sports  an 


not  have  money,  and  that 
makes  them  unequaL 

"If  you  respect  money  you 
can  do  great  things  to  help 
people  but  we  live  in  a world 
where  people  use  money  the 
wrong  way.  In  England  that  is 
very  apparent." 

Having  said  an  that,  Ginola 
insists  he  is  not  unsettled 
either  in  Newcastle  or  in  Eng- 
land: that,  he  says,  is  a popu- 
lar misconception.  "There 
are  too  many  wrong  stories.  I 
am  not  unhappy,  my  wife  is 
not  unhappy,  she  lives  here 
and  not  in  France  and  I have 
enough  friends. 

"Paris  and  Newcastle  are 


ing,  Ginola’s  form  has 
blossomed  in  a more  attack- 
ing role  down  the  left.  His 
spectacular  goal  against  Man- 
chester United  was  a defining 
moment  for  him. 

"My  confidence  returned  a 
bit  We  have  a different  way 
since  the  dub  bought  Alan 
Shearer.  I have  to  play  more 
in  midfield  but  that’s  all 
we’ve  changed.  I think  I’ve 
found  my  right  place — at  one 
stage  I lost  my  view  of  my 
proper  role. 

‘1  tried  to  help  defend  but 
I wDl  always  be  a striker.  I 
said  to  the  manager.  'You 
can’t  get  the  best  from  me  if  I 


Baseball 

WORLD  SmBb  NY  YonkeOB  3.  Manta 
Braves  2 (Now  York  take  sertn  4-2). 

American  Football 

NFLi  An  an  la  17,  Pittstourgn  20;  Baltimore 
37.  SI  Louis  31  (at):  Cincinnati  28.  Jackson- 
ville 21;  Detroit  7.  NY  Giatta  35;  Green  Bay 
13,  Tampa  Boy  7:  Houston  9.  Son  Fran- 
cisco 70:  Philadelphia  20.  Carolina  9: 
Washington  31.  Indianapolis  18;  Miami  10. 
Dallas  29:  Arizona  21.  NY  Jets  31:  Denver 
34.  Kansas  City  7.  Seotrto  37  San  Diego 
13:  Now  England  28.  Buffalo  25.  Uafag 
stamfinexi  American  Conference:  East-  , 
«m  Dtetoiore  1.  New  England  (W5.  L3. 
PF202,  PS  165):  2.  Buffalo  (5-3-129-145):  3. 
Indianapolis  (5-3-140-145).  Central  Drt- 
Moai  1,  Pittsburgh  (6-2-184-120);  2. 
Houston  (5-3-183-153).  3.  Baltimore 
(3-5-1 86-2321.  Woetem  DMetoni  1.  Den- 
ver (7-1-223-134);  2,  Kansas  Clly 

15- 3-158-142).  3,  Oakland  (4-4-179-1461. 
Hattooal  Conference:  BMttrn  HiMm 
i.  Washington  (T-V192-H6).  2.  Philadel- 
phia (6-2-160-158):  3.  Dallas 

16- 3-165-117).  Central  DMalon:  1.  Green 
Bey  (7-1-240-99):  2.  Minnesota 
15-2-127—1 16|:  3.  Detrol  (4-4-16S-1S6). 
Weetorn  DMaian  1,  San  Francisco 
(8-2-193-1151:  2.  Carolina  (5-8-173-111): 

3.  New  Orleans  12-6-1 71-1  BO  I. 


Fixtures 


Hockey 


WORLD  CUP  PRSUHHIARY  MATCHES 

(Port  of  Spain)-  ist/zadi  Japan  1.  New 
Zealand  2.  SrriMHte  India  1.  Scotland  O 

1. eedtaig  Nnal  Hire  Jngai  1.  New  Zealand; 

2.  Japan;  3,  India;  4.  Scotl  ante  5.  South 
Africa:  6.  Italy. 

HA  CUPi  TNnl  naan]  draw;  Bleckheath 
v Harbarne:  Bluafiarts  v Worcester  Nonon. 

Bromley  v Ipswich:  Cambs  C v toes.  Can- 
nock v Oostyx  Chelmsford  v Uona; 
CNctie&ier  v GuMdtord:  Eagtuaion  v Don- 
caster; Farenam  v York;  Firebrands  v City 
of  Portsmouth:  Gias  C v Anchormans;  Gora 
Ct  v Nottingham:  Hampstead  v Jersey: 
Harteston  M ¥ Peterborough  T;  High  i 
Wycombe  v Herrogan:  Huu  v Blorartch;  1 
Indian  Gym  v Trojans;  Northampton  S v 
WSM:  Norton  v Canterbury:  O Walooun- 
tlans  « Lewes:  Osford  Hawks  v Hounslow: 
Sheffield  ¥ E Grins  lead,  Shef  Bankers  v ' 
Boumvilie;  Southgate  » Barford  T:  Stour- 
ttrt  ¥ South  port,  Surbiton  v Wimbledon: 
TedOtogjon  v Havant;  Tlmperiey  v 5c  Al- 
bans: Warrington  v Brot*iaiu»:  Yeovil  » 
Boeston.  (Tlea  to  be  played  Nov  10). 


Ice  Hockey 


SWBOEMUe  Cardnf  6.  Bracknell  4; 
Mangheetor  2.  Shorn  old  7. 

PRniCH  L4AQU0  Medway  6.  Guildford 
3:  Pmerborougfi  2.  Kingston  5:  SoUhull  4. 
Swindon  o Telford  6.  siough  4. 
hoimra*  PRBin  lxaqub  Costie- 
feagh  8.  Biakburn  14;  Dumfries  9.  Whitley 
5;  Murrayfleld  3.  Paisley  <1. 

MHL:  Chicago  2.  3an  Jose  6:  NY  Rangers 
8.  Buffalo  4;  PhilodHpnia  Z Florida  J;  AM- 
halm  I.  Calgary  4. 


Snooker 


ORAHP  PRfX  (Bournemouth);  U ■ 
™*4  (Wales)  bf  E Henderson  (Scot) 

Squash 

nuniAMUMT  OF  CHAMPIOHS  (Net* 
Torkr  Meit;  Kniel  fkiali  C niiiilttal 

(Aua)  bl  J Khan  (Pan)  15-1O,  fS-7, 15-11  j 
Power  (Can)  bl  P nicoi  1 Scotl  15-4.  is-7. 
15-13.  Wwiiliu  SwuLfhflle  C 
(Engj  bt  M Martin  lAuat  9-2. 
L (Aus) bt  S norner 

(Eng)  s-i  rat 


(7-30  unless  stated) 

Soccer 

UEFA  CUP.  Itareiul  rniintl,  Moowd  top; 

Brondby  (2)  v Aberdeen  (Oj  (7JJ):  Newcas- 
tle (2)  1 Ferencvaros  (3)  (8  0) 
NATIONWIDE  LEAGUB  HrM  OMstore 
Boltoc  v Raemng  (7.45);  Bradtord  C v 
Crystal  Palace  (7.45).  Grimsby  v Otoham 
(7451:  Oxford  Uid  v Stoke  (7  45):  Port  Vale 
v Barnsley  (r.45j:  Portsmouth  V Birming- 
ham (7.45):  Southend  v Mon  City  (7  45); 
Trenmere  v Charfwn  (7.45).  Semondi 
Bournemouth  v Bristol  C (7.45):  Bristol  R v 
BrerrttortJ;  Crewe  v Rotherham;  Notts  Co  v 
Walsall  17  45j;  Peterborough  v Shrewabury 
(7.451;  Plymouth  v Gillingham  (7  45):  Pres- 
ton v Burnley  f7 .45),  Stockport  v Chester- 
field: Watford  w Luton  (7.45):  Wrerham  v 
Bury:  York  v Wycombe  TMrrta  Carlisle  v 
Chaster  17.45);  Colchester  v Exeter  (7.45). 
Darlington  v Barnet  Ooncaolor  y Lincoln: 
Fulham  v Scunthorpe  (7.45J:  Hartlepool  v 
Northampton:  Hereford  v Cambridge  Ihd: 
Hull  v Cardiff:  Leyton  Orfenl  v Scar- 
borough (7.451:  ManeTiOHl  v Torouey  (7.45). 
Rochdale  v Brighton:  Swansea  v Wigan 
SPALDING  CHALLENGE  CUP>  Rral 
round;  Famborough  v Hayes  17.45). 

PA  CUP:  Fou rib-round  qualHylna 
raptey;  Allrfncham  v Barrow  (7.451;  Soum- 
port  v Spennymoor  (7.451;  Hendon  v Has- 
tings (7.45).  Cheltenham  w Batn  (7.45). 
UmBOND  LEAGUE;  Prerelera  Button  v 
Gtusofey.  nrwta  Congfeton  Tn  v Warring-  | 
tan  Tn:  EoaNrood  Tn  v Slocksbrldga  PS; 
Netherfield  v Atherton  LR.  Cup e Crtt- 
reund  reptayi  RatteOfle  Bor  v Leigh. 
S«noud  reuud:  Gc  Harwood  Tn  v Charley. 
Look  Tn  v Gainsborough  Trln.  Lincoln  U v 
Boston  IT,  Marina  v Knowsfoy  U.  Matlock 
Tn  V Worksop  Tn;  Wilton  Alb  V Colwyn  Bay. 
ICB  LEAGUE;  Pr.sil.r  DhM<»  Hey 
bridge  v YoatSng.  Rrao  Berkhamsted  Tn  v 
Basingstoke  Tn:  Thame  Uid  * Mortow. 
Secuud:  Cheehunt  v Edgware  Tn:  Hamel 
Hempstead  v Wjro.  Tt**  Braintree  Tn  v 
Kingsbury  Tn. 

DR  MARTENS  CUP;  First-round, 
aeeond  ley:  Bodwonh  Ua  v Tam  worth: 
Bltoton  Tn  v Reddllch  Uid:  Cambridge  C v 
Buckingham  Tn:  Cinderfora  Tn  v Glouces- 
ter C:  Clevedon  Tn  r Witney  Tn;  Crawley 
Tn  v DarOord,  Dudley  Tn  v Evesham  UW: 
Granrham  Tn  v Corby  Tn:  Greeley  R«rs  w 
llkoston  Tn;  Mar  goto  v Ert«i  5 Belvedere. 
Merthyr  Tydfil  « Vote  Tn;  Moor  Grn  v Sut- 
ton Coldfield  Tn;  Nuneaton  Bor  v HlrKkiey 
Tn;  RC  Warwick  w Shepahed  Dyn:  Kings 
Lynn  v Raunds  Tn.  Start  on}  Rngrs  v Hales- 
owen  Tn.  Tonbridge  Angels  v Ashford  Tn: 
Trowbridge  Tn  v We«on-S-Maro. 

*Vti  COUNTIES  Uirnn  Rrtt  bt*- 
"tom  Da  Huron  v Maine  Rd:  Newcasifo  Tn  v 
Atherton  Cole.  nootSK  Tragtay:  Rm- 
rauod,  eoeoikd  ley;  Boode  v Si  Helens  Tn: 
Glassop  NE  v Haalmgden;  Trahord  v 
Eastwood  Hanley. 

roNTMSI UEACUBt  PM  DMetote  Cov- 
onlry  « Wotvertiampton  (7.0). 

Rugby  Union 

COUHACE  CLUBS  CHAMPIONSHIP; 
f™**"®1  One:  Bath  v Bristol 

(7.J5):  Saracens  v Northampton. 

WOSH  NATIONAL  LEAOUa  Stand 
■Rneiore  A be. cy  non  v Bonymaen  (7.0). 

5 K H0™  Vjrfi  ,7  0)-  Uando»ery 

v Uwic  (7  0.  ce/oifi  mst);  Maos  ten  v s 
w^oa  Police  (7.0).  Ponfypool  v Aboravon 
(7.0):  Yslradflynlats  v Abertillary  (7  di 

0-21  BCTBt  DISTRICT  CHAMP}. 
OHSHIPi  Edinburgh  Oisr  w S of  Scotland 
IMurrayfieldl,  Nth  8 M>d  ScoUand  v Sc«- 
8sh  E»ll»  (64  Murrayflekl) 


ice  Hockey 


«m«WR  LEAGUE  Slough  v Swindon 


Ice  Hockey 

Storm  struck 
by  penalties 

Vie  Batchefder 

THE  Manchester  Storm 
coach  John  Lawless 
voiced  his  concern  at  the 
number  of  needless  penalties 
his  players  are  taking  after 
the  team  slid  to  their  second 
Superleague  defeat  of  the 
weekend.  Following  Satur- 
day’s 5-3  defeat  in  Newcastle 
they  went  down  7-3  at  home 
to  the  leaders  Sheffield  Steepl- 
ers on  Sunday. 

Last  Tuesday,  in  the  Euro- 
pean League  game  against 
Berlin.  Brad  Rubachuk  was 
banished  for  10  minutes  after 
speaking  out  of  turn  to  the 
referee  and  he  repeated  the 
performance  against  Sheffield 
after  his  team-mate  Craig 
Woodcroft  had  verbally  in- 
curred the  wrath  of  the  refer- 
ee Andy  Carson  with  an  iden- 
tical result 

“Twenty  minutes  out  of  the 
game  for  key  guys  hurt  us.  At 
times  you  are  adamant  a [ref- 
eree’s] call  shouldn't  have 
been  made  but,  if  you  go  to 
the  ref.  he’s  not  going  to 
change  it  and  more  likely 
you’ll  get  put  in  the  box." 

Lawless  said  the  chib  does 
not  fine  players  in  such 
instances  but,  if  the  team  are 
to  maintain  a level  of  support 
which  saw  them  set  a new  Su- 
perleague  attendance  record 
— 11,405  — for  a second 
successive  week,  it  is  a move 
he  should  consider. 

Woodcraft's  verbal  indis- 
cretion followed  Mike  Morin 
receiving  a triple  minor  (six 
minutes)  for  elbows  and 
roughing  in  a clash  with. 
Nicky  Chinn  (four  minutes). 

Coming  three  minutes  after 
Frank  Kovacs  and  David 
Longstaff,  each  with  their 
second  goal  of  the  game,  had 
put  Sheffield  6-2  ahead  when 
scoring  within  36  seconds  of 
each  other  early  in  the  third 
period,  the  penalties  pwIp^ 
any  hope  of  a Storm  recovery. 


don’t  enjoy  it ’I  thoughtTwas 
defending  too  much  compared 
to  last  year.  He  understands 
me  and  since  fife  Man  United 
game  I.  have-  felt:  more 
comfortable. 

"It’s  good  fo-be  able  to  talk 
to  him  fKeegan]  but  hot  too 
much.-!  must  respect  him.  as 
my  manager.”  ■}■■  \ -• 

That  mutual  understanding 
extended  to  the  BariteJoha  epi- 
sode during  the  summer. 1Bar- 
ceJona  displayed  an  interest 
and  Ginola  responded  but  the 
transfer  never  happened:  But, 
said  Ginola.  irppggn  under- 
stood the  temptation  “be- 
cause he’s  been  in  that  posi- 
tion himself ’.  . 

A move,- he  said,  may-come 
but  his  immediate  future  is 
pledged  to  playing  for  New- 
castle in  . England,  and  in 
Europe.  Tonight  he  does  both 
when  Newcastle  face  Ferenc- 
varos in  the  return  leg  of  the 
Uefa  Cup  tie. 

They  trail  3-2  from  that  hel- 
ter-skelter game  in  Budapest 
a fortnight  ago  and  tonight's 
game  at  St  James'  Park  is  cru- 
cial to  GinokL 

“We  must  win,”  he  said. 
"Europe  is  the  best  thing.  I'm 
not  saying  that  a season  with- 
out European  football  is  bor- 
ing because  it's  not  and  it’s 
good  to  see  so  much  passion 
in  the  fens  here,  not  like  in 
France.  Tm  very  impressed 
by  that  but  Europe  is  differ- 
ent, exotic.  * Not  unlike  David 
Ginola. 


Sport  in  brief 


Motor  Sport 

The  Jordan  Formula  One 
driver  Martin  Brundle  is  to 
compete  in  a semi-works  Ford 
Escort  Cosworth  in  the  RAC 
Rally  which  starts  from  Ches- 
ter on  November  23,  writes 
Alan  Henry. 

Brundle,  who  earlier  this 
year  tested  the  Subaru  Im- 
press of  the  outgoing  world 
rally  champion  Galln  McRae, 
is  taking  over  an  entry  origi- 
nally made  for  his  fellow  Fl 
competitor  Johnny  Herbert 
who  has  since  withdrawn. 

Michael -Schumacher  is  al- 
most certain  to  stay  at  Ferrari 
after  his  contract  expires  next 
year,  according  to  the  com- 
pany president  Luca  di 
Montezemolo. 

Squash 

England’s  Cassie  Jackman 
beat  the  world  No.  l Michelle 
Martin  for  the  second  time 
this  month  and  Jansher  Khan 
fell  to  an  Australian  opponent 
for  the  second  time  this  sea- 
son in  the  semi-finals  of  the 
Tournament  of  Champions  in 
New  York. 

The  Pakistani  world  No.  1 
went  down  15-io,  15-7-15-13 
to  the  unsettled  Craig  Row- 
land. Jackman  beat  the  Aus- 
tralian former  world  cham- 
pion 9-2,  5-9,10-8,  9-3. 

Table  Tennis 

Carl  Prean’s  long  quarrel 
with  the  English  association 
is  over.  Alter  an  18-month  gap 
the  former  national  champion 
will  play  for  his  country 
again  in  the  European  League 
match  against  Slovakia  ■ at 
Crewe  on  November  8,  unites 
Richard  Jago. 

Pnjau  had  refused  to.  play 
for  England  after  complain- 
ing about  the  World  Champi- 
onships in  China,  where  he 
almost  came  to  blows  with  his 
team-mate  Chen  Xinhua. 
However  Chen  retired  after 
the  Olympics,  and  recent  dis>~ 
agreements  between  Prean 
and  ' the  association'  have 
centred  on  the  player’s- prefer' 
ence  for  playing  in  the  lucra- 
tive German  Bundesliga.  ’ 
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Rugby  Union 

England  cap 

looks  like 
a Shaw  thing 


Jill  Turner  meets 
the  Bristol  lock 
who  is  back  in  the 

frame  after  injury 


UNTIL  the  age  of  21  the 
Bristol  lock  Simon 
Shaw  had  led  a 
charmed  life.  Discov- 
ered as  a schoolboy  and  lured 
off  the  soccer  pitch  by  rugby 
coaches  eager  to  utilise  his  6ft 
Sin  frame,  he  wandered  up 
the  rankings  to  become  a 
Great  White  Hope  for  the 
national  side.  His  career  en- 
hanced by  a season  in  New 
Zealand,  he  replaced  an  in- 
jured Martin  Johnson  during 
the  1994  tour  of  South  Africa 
at  only  20  and  had  high  hopes 
of  being  included  in  last 
summer’s  World  Cup  squad. 

Then  disaster  struck.  Shaw 
all  but  wrecked  his  right  knee 
turning  out  for  Rn  gland  a 
against  Italy  In  February  1995 
and  was  out  of  action  for  six 
months.  Only  weeks  into  the 
next  season,  when  he  was 
being  talked  of  for  a first  cap 
against  Western  Samoa  in  No- 
vember, he  fell  when  playing 
for  Bristol  against  Transvaal, 
suffering  a double  ankle  dislo- 
cation and  fractured  fibula  on 
his  left  leg. 

While  he  took  another  six 
months  to  recover  from  the 
surgery  needed  to  rebuild  his 
leg,  the  Newcastle  lock  Gar- 
ath  Archer  stepped  Into  the 
England  place  that  might 
have  been  Shaw's  when  the 
Incumbent  lock  Martin  Bay- 
field  was  dropped. 

But.  now  injury-free  and  an 
attendant  at  England  training 
sessions  this  year,  Shaw  is  de- 
termined to  win  that  cap. 
With  Bayfield  possibly  out  for 
the  season  with  a pelvic  prob- 
lem, this  could  be  his  moment 
as  England  face  Italy  on  No- 
vember 23. 

"Up  till  a few  years  ago  Td 
had  a pretty  charmed  life  — 
just  sort  of  up.  up,  up,"  says 
Shaw.  "Then  came  the  Inju- 
ries which  set  me  back.  Mar- 
tin Johnson  was  No.  1,  Martin 
Bayfield  No.  2 and  I was  In 
the  frame  at  three.  But  with 
me  out  and  Bayfield  not  hav- 
ing the  best  of  seasons,  Gar- 
ath  Archer  leapfrogged  in.” 
The  modem  demand  for 
athletic  all-rounders  on  the 
park  should  help  Shaw,  who 
names  the  versatile  All  Black 
Colin  Meads  as  his  sporting 
hero,  to  achieve  hi«  ambition 
Despite  his  great  height  and 
20'/j-5tone  bulk  he  is  mobile, 
treats  his  role  almost  like  that 
of  a loose  forward  and  expects 
to  score  at  least  two  or  three 
tries  a season. 

This  adaptable  style  of  play 
was  picked  up  in  New  Zea- 
land where  he  spent  the 
1991-2  season.  While  studying 
for  A levels  at  Godaiming  Col- 


lege he  was  spotted  by  the 
captain  of  the  Dunedin  Pi- 
who  suggested  Shaw 
Join  him  in  Otago  for  a year. 

'It  was  the  best  launching 
pad  I could  have  had.  In  the 
Otago  league  there  were  10  or 
15  of  the  All  Blacks,  so  I was 
playing  against  people  like 
Arran  Pene,  Mark  Ellis,  Steve 
Bachop  and  Jeff  Wilson.  It 
was  a lot  harder,  a lot  fester 
and  professional  in  the  atti- 
tude to  training.  You  were  ex- 
pected to  be  there  every  eve- 
ning and  fitness  was 
monitored  to  the  extent  that 
the  coach  would  drive  around 
checking  to  see  If  his  players 
were  out  running, 

"But  what  struck  me  most 
was  the  way  each  player  was 
totally  multi-skilled  ver- 
satile. Forwards  were  ex- 
pected to  have  the  hands  and 
pace  of  a back  and  the  backs 
expected  to  get  stuck  in  along 
with  the  forwards.  I enjoyed 
that  I don’t  think  Td  want  to 
play  any  more  if  I was  just 
expected  to  jump  in  the  line- 
out  and  push  in  the  scrum. 

■'When  I come  off  the  pitch  I 
will  be  disappointed  if  I 
haven’t  run  with  the  ball  in 
hand  or  made  some  other  con- 
tribution.” Shaw  expects  to 
make  such  a contribution 
tonight  when  Bristol  face  j 
their  old  adversaries  Bath. 
His  injury-hit  team  will  need  I 
him,  having  never  beaten 
Bath  in  a Courage  League 
game  and  getting  a 43-5  past- 
ing die  last  time  they  met 

Shaw  says  his  own  versatil- 
ity makes  him  a different 
England  prospect  from 
Archer,  who  he  believes  is 
more  of  a traditional  straight 
up  and  down  player.  It  is  this 
strength  that  the  Bristol 
coach  Alan  Davies  thinks  will 
win  that  elusive  cap. 

“England  are  well  off  for 
locks,"  said  Davies.  “But  he 
has  a lot  more  to  offer  and 
playing  for  England  will 
bring  that  out  of  him.” 

Davies  is  not  the  only  one 
who  expects  to  see  Shaw’s 
name  when  the  squad  for  the 
Italy  game  is  announced  next 
week.  But  the  big  man  has 
learnt  to  leave  matters  in  the 
hands  of  the  gods. 

“When  I started  playing 
rugby  I was  on  the  up  and  up 
from  the  beginning.  I just 
drifted  along  and  things  hap- 
pened for  me  without  me 
really  thinking  about  them. 
But  it  was  when  I first  started 
really  wanting  an  England 
cap  that  everything  started 
going  wrong.  Perhaps  my 
guardian  angel  thought  I was 
getting  above  myself  and  de- 
cided to  take  me  down  a peg. 

"So  this  year  I will  just  do 
my  best,  stay  injury  free  and 
see  what  happens.  I don’t 
want  to  snatch  and  miss  this 
time.” 

Like  a good  line-out  man  he 
will  wait  and  catch  it  when  it 
comes. 
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Lowe  blow 
as  Lindsay 
pans  Kiwis 


Ancfcr  Wilson  In  Christchurch 


The  financial  embar- 
rassment of  the  Lions' 
tour,  with  an  antici- 
pated loss  of  up  to 
£500.000,  yesterday  elicited 
contrasting  responses  from 
officials  in  Britain  and  New 
Zealand. 

While  Mike  Knowles  of  the 
NZRL  was  guaranteeing  the 
British  manager  Phil  Lowe  the 
money  he  needed  to  pay  the 
players  their  weekly  tour 
allowance,  Maurice  Lindsay, 
the  Rugby  League  chief  execu- 
tive. was  blaming  the  Kiwis  for 
the  cash  crisis. 

Lowe  stressed  after  his  con- 
versation with  Knowles  that 
his  earlier  complaints  had 
been  aimed  at  the  poor  promo- 
tion of  the  Test  series  and  that 
his  only  financial  grouse  had 
been  with  Rugby  League  head- 
quarters in  Leeds,  whose  cost- 
cutting agenda  was  most 
clearly  shown  last  week  when 
11  players  were  ordered  home 
without  consulting  either  him 
or  Phil  Larder,  the  coach. 

Lindsay,  however,  pointed 
the  finger  at  New  Zealand.  In 
a prepared  statement  he  said: 
"The  financial  projections  of 
gate  receipts  given  to  us  by 
the  NZRL  have  been  widely 
[sicj  optimistic  to  say  the 
least  When  New  Zealand  in- 
vited us  to  tour  we  reminded 
them  of  the  losses  suffered  in 
1990.  We  were  assured  that 
this  would  not  happen  again. 

I should  not  criticise  the 
NZRL's  marketing  of  the 
game.  Perhaps  they  do,  how- 
ever, need  to  revise  their 
strategy." 

The  losses  are  particularly  | 
embarrassing  to  Lindsay  him- 
self because  the  tour  is  the 
first  major  international  pro-  I 


ject  organised  under  the 
Super  League  banner;  its  pro- 
motion in  New  Zealand  being 
entrusted  to  Graham  Carden, 
the  man  most  responsible  for 
the  NZRL  embracing  Super 
League. 

Despite  sympathetic  media 
coverage,  the  promotion  of 
the  tour  locally  has  been  vir- 
tually non-existent.  Larder 
said  yesterday:  "It's  as  if  we 
have  been  an  embarrassment 
We’ve  got  blazers,  flannels 
and  ties  and  we’ve  not  bloody 
worn  them  yet  because  we've 
not  been  to  anything  that 
warrants  getting  our  make-up 
on.  Nobody  at  all  from  the 
NZRL  has  contacted  us  since 
we  have  been  here." 

While  most  of  the  blame 
must  lie  with  the  Kiwis  and 
Carden,  it  is  naive  of  Lindsay 
to  be  surprised  by  the  poor 
attendances.  As  Bemie  Wood, 
a member  of  the  NZRL  board, 
pointed  out,  Lindsay  man- 
aged the  loss-making  1990 
tour.  He  also  criticised  the 
British  party  for  staying  at 
the  most  expensive  hotels  in 
Auckland  and  Christchurch 
and  pointed  out  that  there  is 
no  tradition  locally  for  watch- 
ing rugby  league  in  October, 
when  people  are  more  likely 
to  be  "planting  potatoes  and 
tomatoes”. 

All  this  must  have  had  an 
unsettling  effect  on  the  Brit- 
ish players,  who  at  Lancaster 
Park  here  on  Friday  must  win 
the  third  Test  to  avoid  their 
first  whitewash  by  New  Zea- 
land since  1984,  and  only  their 
second  ever. 

However,  their  injury  crisis 
should  clear  sufficiently  to 
obviate  the  need  to  recall  Lon- 
don Broncos'  half-back  Tul- 
sen  Tollett,  one  of  the  11  origi- 
nally sent  home,  who  is  on 
holiday  in  Sydney. 


Keighley  chairman  threatens  to 
quit  over  victimisation  claims 

1 HE  Keighley  chairman  | worked  hard  to  turn  the 
I Carl  Metcalfe  yesterday  club  round  and  they  have 


Reach  for  the  cap . . . Simon  Shaw,  free  at  last  from  injury,  is  hoping  for  an  England  call  next  week 


TOM  JENKINS 


Lynagh  returns  for  Saracens,  Robinson  switches  for  Bath 


Michael  lynagh,  out 
with  Injury  since  early 
last  month,  returns  for  Sara- 
cens tonight  when  the  Lon- 
don side  host  Northampton  in 
League  One. 

The  former  Australian 
stand-off  dislocated  his 
shoulder  in  only  his  second 
match  for  Saracens  but  he 
has  proved  his  recovery  by 


coming  through  a couple  of 
recent  friendlies  without 
reaction. 

Bath  have  switched  their 
Wigan  wing  Jason  Robinson 
to  full-back  for  tonight's 
League  One  derby  against 
Bristol  at  the  Recreation 
Ground. 

Robinson  replaces  Jona- 
than Callard,  who  failed  a test 


on  the  hip  injury  he  suffered 
while  inspiring  the  European 
Cup  victory  over  Dax.  Mike 
Catt  takes  over  goal-kicking 
duties. 

The  South  African  RFU  yes- 
terday denied  a report  of  a 
player  revolt  over  wages  for 
the  Springbok  tour  of  Argen- 
tina, France  and  Wales. 

It  was  claimed  that  players 


were  demanding  a 75  per  cent 
pay  increase  for  the  tour, 
starting  In  Argentina  early 
next  month,  with  leading 
Springboks  seeking  an  addi- 
tional £280  per  day. 

But  SARFU’s  chief  execu- 
tive Rian  Oberholzer  said: 
'To  say  that  they  are  about 
to  revolt  and  strike  is 
nonsense.” 


1 Carl  Metcalfe  yesterday 
threatened  to  quit  the  game 
unless  the  Rogby  Football 
League  relents  and  allows 
two  fellow  directors  to 
remain  on  the  club’s  board. 

Metcalfe  is  expected  to  be 
re-appointed  chairman 
later  this  week  when  the 
administrator  Peter 
O'Hara,  whom  the  club 
called  in  after  revealing 
debts  of  £1  million,  an- 
nounces a new  board.  But, 
in  accordance  with  RFL 
regulations,  the  directors 
Mike  Smith  and  Alan  Clark- 
son have  been  told  to  make 
way  for  new  directors. 

“1  support  Mike  Smith 
and  Alan  Clarkson  one  hun- 
dred per  cent,”  said  Met- 
calfe. “They  have  put  their 
businesses  at  risk  for  this 
clnb.  For  12  weeks  we  have 


worked  hard  to  turn  the 
club  round  and  they  have 
been  brave  enough  to  bring 
the  administrators  In. 

"Mike  Smith  raised 
£300,000  in  sponsorship 
last  year  and  Alan  Clark- 
son is  one  of  the  best  rugby 
league  people  I know. 
Keighley  Cougars  are  being 
totally  victimised  and! 
won’t  stand  for  it 

“Six  weeks  ago  the  [RFL] 
council  voted  to  give  Keigh- 
ley £550.000  over  12 
months  for  finishing 
second  in  the  First  Div- 
ision. Last  week  they 

changed  that  to  £175.000 
and  it  was  only  when  I said 
there  would  be  a riot  that 
they  reverted.  If  anyone 
tables  a vote  of  no  confi- 
dence in  Maurice  Lindsay 
[the  RFL's  chief  executive], 
m be  right  behind  it.” 


Golf 


Hockey 


Cricket 


Scots  lose  their  Open 


Norman  leaves  Gallacher  resigns  plum  job  Norton  roll  out  England  A face 
without  a word  as  Wentworth  professional  the  green  carpet  spin  doctoring 


David  Davies 

ONE  of  golfs  most  evoc- 
ative tournaments  is 
no  more.  The  Scottish 
Open,  until  two  years  ago  one 
of  the  success  stories  of  the 
PGA  European.  Tour,  has 
been  killed  off  by  a mixture  erf 

politics  and  mistaken  poli- 
cies. Its  place  in  the  calendar. 
In  the  week  before  the  Open 
Championship,  is  to  be  taken 
by  the  Loch  Lomond  World 
Invitational 

The  Loch  Lomond  Invita- 
tional was  contested  for  the 
first  time  last  month.  The 
tournament  and  the  new 
course,  designed  by  Tom 
Weiskopf,  are  the  creations  of 
the  American  multi-milllon- 
“aire  Lyle  Anderson. 

There  are  rumours  that  file 
tournament,  which  had  a 
prize  fund  -of  £750,000  this 
year,  has  a major  car  manu- 
facturer as  an  additional  spon- 
sor and  talk  that  the  prize 
food  could  rise  to  around  $3 
minion,  so  matching  the  rich- 
• est  events  in  the  US,  the  Tour 
Championship  and  the  Play- 
ers Championship. 


The  BBC  will  give  Loch  Lo- 
mond nationwide  coverage 
until  2000,  adding  the  event  to 
a portfolio  that  includes  the 
Open  Championship,  the 
World  Match  Play  and  the 
Volvo  PGA  Championship. 

Whether  the  Royal  and  An- 
cient wOl  be  happy  about 
such  a lucrative  event  taking 
place  the  week  before  its 
championship  and  over- 
shadowing its  prize  fund  by 
around  £750,000  is  doubtfuL 

Two  years  ago  the  Scottish 
Open,  which  had  been  spon- 
sored by  Bell’s,  finished  a 
highly  successful  eight-year 
run  -at  Glen  eagles.  It  had  at- 
tracted huge  crowds,  good 
including  Americans 
trying  to  qualify  for  the  Open, 
find  BBC  coverage.  That  all 
changed  when  the  European 
Tour  sold  off  a number  of 
events  to  BSkyB,  including 
the  Scottish  Open. 

Bell’s  dropped  out,  the 
event  was  moved  to  Carnous- 
tie «nd  there  was  a drop  in 
interest,  the  quality  of  the 
field  and  attendances.  Com- 
mercial interest  was  negli- 
gible and  the  tournament 
began  to  lose  money. 


This  year  the  title  was  sold 
to  the  Tour  in  partnership 
with  IMG.  and  it  was  expected 
to  move  from  Carnoustie.  But 
the  title  may  not  have  been 
IMG’s  principal  interest; 
what  they  bought  was  a pack- 
age that  included  the  Rugby 
World  Cup  rights. 

There  will  be  no  Scottish 
Open  for  at  least  four  years, 
for  the  deal  includes  an  agree- 
ment that  no  other  Tour  event 
will  be  played  In  the  country. 

Part  of  the  reason  is  a de- 
sire not  to  saturate  the  spec- 
tating public,  for  next  year’s 
Open  is  being  played  at  Royal 
Troon  in  Scotland.  Carnous- 
tie is  the  host  In  1999  and  St 
Andrews  the  following  year. 

It  wifi  also  help  fulfil  An- 
derson’s wish  to  take  his  tour- 
nament to  the  top.  The  World 
Tour  is  to  make  a limited 
start  in  1998  and  is  projecting 
just  one  designated  stroke- 
play  event 

Anderson  feels  that  Scot- 
land. the  home  of  the  game, 
should  be  host  to  that  event 
and,  if  bis  is  the  only  tourna- 
ment in  town,  so  to  speak, 
then  where  else  to  play  it  than 
Loch  Lomond? 


AS  Greg  Norman  Called  to 
come  under  starter's 
orders  for  the  rain-delayed 
final  day's  play  in  the  US 
Tour  Championship  in 
Tulsa,  Britain’s  Nick  Faldo 
was  contemplating  bis 
future  without  the  guiding 
.hand  of  the  International 
Management  Group. 

Norman,  who  was  lying  15 
shots  behind  Tom  Lehman, 
the  runaway  leader,  left 
without  explanation.  When 
asked  why  the  Australian 
had  pulled  out,  the  Tour 
commissioner  Tim  Finch  em 
said:  “I  don’t  know.”  Asked 
if  Norman  was  injured,  Fin- 
chem  added:  “Not  to  my 
knowledge.” 

Norman  bad  also  arrived  ■ 
late  for  the  tournament  in 
Oklahoma.  “He  had  a good 
reason,’’  said  Finchem. 

Faldo's  decisipn  to  end 
his  20-year  relationship 
with  IMG  mirrors  the  exo- 
dus of  Norman  in  1994  and 
Zimbabwe's  Nick  Price  last 
year.  Initially  Faldo  will 
become  the  only  client  of 
John  Simpson,  the  IMG 
vice-president,  who  Is  form- 
ing a new  company. 


Allster  Hi  col 

Bernard  gallacher 

has  resigned  as  the  profes- 
sional at  Wentworth,  widely 
regarded  as  the  top  dub  Job  in 
Britain.  The  former  Ryder  Cup 
captain,  wbo  led  Europe  to  vic- 
tory last  year,  leaves  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  He  says 
"there  Is  nothing  sinister’’  be- 
hind his  decision. 

"I  have  felt  I wanted  to  do 


Gallacher . . . Seniors’  option 


other  things  for  some  time,’’ 
he  said.  *T  discussed  things 
with  the  board,  who  have 
reluctantly  agreed  to  release 
me  from  my  contract  which 
still  has  some  years  to  run.” 
Gallacher.  47.  said  he  had 
no  other  job  lined  up.  “There 
may  be  opportunities  to  do 
other  things  but  nothing  at 
the  moment.  I am,  of  course, 
an  honorary  member  of  Went- 1 
worth,  my  family  are  all  | 
members  and  we  have  no 
plans  to  move  from  our  home 
on  the  Wentworth  Estate. 

T may  play  a little  more 
golf  than  I have  done  recently 
and  the  European  Seniors’ 
Tour,  which  I will  be  eligible 
to  join  in  a couple  of  years,  is 
becoming  stronger  each  year. 
That  might  be  an  option.” 
Gallacher.  who  has  talked 
of  establishing  his  own  golT 
academy  in  the  long  term  and 
has  the  qualifications  for  a 
second  career  in  the  sport’s 
administration,  first  moved 
to  Wentworth  in  1970  as  assis- 
tant to  the  late  Tom  Hali  bar- 
ton and  is  recommending  that 
David  Rennie,  another  Scot 
and  his  senior  assistant, 
should  become  bis  successor. 


Tennis 


Silver  touch  eludes  Bruguera  on  everyman  s carpet 


Richard  Jago  In  Paris 

THE  silver  mpria1  won 
by  Sergei  Bruguera  in 
Atlanta  In  August  has 
yet  to  inspire  a recovery 
from  the  Catalan,,  who  two 
years  ago  came  close  to  be- 
coming the  first  Spaniard 
to  top  the  world  rankings. 
Yesterday  even  the  envi- 
rons of  Bruguera’s  favour- 
ite tew-nic  city,  where,  he 
won  successive  French 
Open  titles,  were . not 
znongh  to  inspire  him  to 


the  rhythmic  rallying 
which  once  mesmerised 
clay-court  opponents,  and 
he  was  well  beaten  6—4,  6-3 
by  the  lending  Frenchman 
Cedric  Moline  in  the  first 
round  of  the  Paris  Open. 

Bruguera  had  to  adjust  to 
a Taraflex.  carpet  which 
was  just  quick  enough  to 
encourage  the  Frenchman’s 
fierce  first  serve.  There  was 
»i«tn  some  disconcertingly 

shrill  support  fhr  PtoBne  in 

the  curiously  distracting 
Palais  des  Onmisports. 

But  Bmguera’s  biggest 


obstacle  was  within  him- 
self. Though  he  has  recov- 
ered from  the  knee  injury 
and  operation  which  sent 
his  ranking  hurtling  from 
three  to  70.  his  mentality 
appears  different.  Gone  is 
the  glass-fibre  temperament 
of  baseline  struggles  and  in 
its  place  is  self-doabt. 

Bmguera  broke  serve 
first.  In  the  fifth  game,  but 
conceded  the  advantage  im- 
mediately with  a series  of 
| mistimed  top-spins.  Moline 
robbed  It  in  with  a second- 
serve  ace  to  hold  the 


seventh  game,  and  broke 
again  in  the  10th  with  the 
help  of  an  audacionsly 
angled  forehand  volley 
which  slithered  off  the  net 
cord,  and  a running  dlnked 
pass  on  the  backhand. 

Moline  saved  a break- 
point In  the  opening  game 
1 of  the  second  set  with  a 
i forcing  first  serve,  and  that 
was  the  end  of  Bruguera’s 
challenge.. 

Pinline  now  meets  Yev- 
geny Kafelnikov,  the  fourth 
seed,  while  the  former 
Olympic  champion  Marc 


Rosset.  another  first-round 
winner,  becomes  the  first 
opponent  of  the  No.  1 seed 
Pete  Sampras. 

Rosset  has  never  quite 
reached  the  heights  of 
drama  or  depth  of  commit- 
ment he  discovered  that 
burningly  oppressive  day 
in  Barcelona  in  1992  when 
he  came  back  from  exhaus- 
tion to  win  gold.  Bnt  he  is 
still  a dangerous  customer 
and  his  big  first  serve  yes- 
terday projected  nine  aces 
in  a 6-4.  6-2  victory  over 
Alex  Corretja. 


It  was  Rosset’s  first  vic- 
tory over  the  Spaniard,  who 
had  beaten  him  twice  on 
clay,  and  yet  the  iSOmph 
Swiss  serve  was  returnable  j 
on  this  combination  of  syn- , 
thetics  which  offers  most 
players  a chance  to  impose  | 
their  styles. 

• Ttm  Henman,  the  British 
No.  1,  won  the  first  set  of 
his  first-round  match 
against  Carlos  Moya,  the 
Spaniard  who,  at  No.  24,  is 
one  above  him  in  the  world 
rankings,  only  to  go  down 
4-6, 6-3. 6-4. 


Pat  Rowley 

NORTON,  from  Cleveland, 
will  be  able  to  celebrate 
the  laying  of  their  own  artifi- 
cial pitch  in  some  style  after 
being  drawn  at  home  to  Can- 
terbury, the  National  League 
Premier  side,  in  the  third 
round  of  the  HA  Cup  on  Sun- 
day week. 

The  North  League  leaders 
will  fancy  their  chances;  in  the 
same  round  last  season  they 
visited  BoumviUe,  then  in  the 
fop  division,  and  won  3-1. 

Canterbury  will  have  to 
travel  Dorth  after  their  home 
league  match  with  Ted  ding  ton 
the  previous  day,  a game  they 
may  well  regard  as  more  Im- 
portant since  avoiding  relega- 
tion is  their  top  priority. 

They  are  not  the  only  Pre- 
mier club  heading  north.  East 
Grlnstead.  the  former  cup 
winners,  have  to  go  to  Shef- 
field after  a Saturday  home 
match  against  Barford. 

Last  year’s  finalists  Read- 
ing and  Old  Loughtonians 
have  been  given  byes  to  the 
third  round  because  Slough 
and  Oxford  University  have 
withdrawn. 

There  are  two  Premier  Div- 
ision ties:  Barford  go  to 
Southgate  seeking  revenge 
for  last  Sunday's  7-1  league 
defeat,  and  Teddington  are  at 
home  to  Havant 

Fufl  draw  in  Results,  page  14 
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England  have  suffered 
badly  against  wrist  spin- 
ners in  Test  series  during 
recent  years  and  that  feet  Is 
likely  to  play  on  the  minds  of 
the  A team  when  the  opening 
match  of  their  seven-week 
Australian  tour  begins 
against  a New  South  Wales  XI 
on  Thursday. 

Although  NSW  will  be 
forced  to  field  a relatively  In- 
experienced side  with  senior 
players  such  as  Greg  Mat- 
thews and  Stuart  Law  playing 
cup  cricket,  their  line-up  for 
the  four-day  game  In  Tam- 
worth.  which  is  some  200 
miles  north  of  Sydney,  will 
contain  two  lively  leg- 
spinners. 

David  Freedman  Is  a 1 eft- 
arm  er  who  played  for  Austra- 
lia last  summer  and  Stuart 
MacGill  is  rated  by  many  as 
second  only  to  Shane  Warne 
in  his  execution  of  the  wrist- 
spinner’s  art 

To  combat  the  threat  posed 
by  the  pair,  the  England 
squad  were  given  a rigorous 
net  session  at  the  Sydney 
Cricket  Ground  yesterday 
with  a couple  of  local  wrist 
spinners  having  been  brought 
in  to  help  them  with  their 
preparations. 

England  will  complete  their 
build-up  today  with  a private 
practice  match  at  the  SCG  but 
win  not  be  naming  their  side 
until  they  have  inspected  the 
Tamworth  pitch  after  flying 
there  tomorrow. 


“fritz  Fig  pot,  from 
Frankfurt,  had  a dream 
to  grow  the  world’s 
largest  potato.  “Bigger! 
Bigger!"  he  whispered 
for  15  hours  a day, 
coaxing  the  spud  with 
promises  of  greatness." 
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Beating  the  system  . . . Craig  Short,  third  from  left,  gets  between  Nottingham  Forest's  defenders  to  head  Evert  on’s  winner  at  the  City  Ground  last  night 


Premiership:  Nottingham  Forest  0,  Everton  1 


Short  sharp  shock  shatters  Forest 


David  Lacey 

A SOGGY  evening  at 
the  City  Ground  of- 
fered little  for  the 
comfort  of  Notting- 
ham Forest,  who  fell  behind 
to  an  early  header  from  Craig 
Short  and  were  only  kept  in 
the  game  thereafter  by  Ever- 
ton's  profligacy. 

The  weekend  might  have 
fizzed  with  incident  but  last 
night  threatened  to  be  a 


return  of  the  empties.  So  £ar 
this  season  neither  Forest  nor 
Everton  have  done  a great 
deal  to  capture  the  imagina- 
tion, attacking  sterility  being 
a problem  for  both  sides. 

Everton  arrived  having 
played  only  one  match  in  a 
month,  and  that  a none-too- 
convincing  victory  over  West 
Ham.  Nevertheless  they  were 
winning  occasionally,  unlike 
Forest,  who  were  still  seeking 
their  first  league  victory 
since  Campbell's  hat-trick  at 


Coventry  on  the  opening  day. 
Campbell,  like  Pearce,  was 
still  unfit  for  duty. 

The  postponement  of  the 
Merseyside  derby  nine  days 
earlier  because  of  a water- 
logged Anfleld  pitch  had  de- 
prived Everton  of  match  prac- 
tice. Not  that  it  really 
mattered.  Within  five  min- 
utes Everton  were  In  front  as 
Hlnchcliffe's  corner,  taken  on 
the  right  and  swung  in  left- 
footed through  the  familiar 
parabola,  was  met  by  Short 


with  a sharp,  downward 
header  past  Crossley's  left 
hand. 

While  the  Forest  goalkeeper 
had  done  well  to  push  wide  a 
shot  from  Kanchelskls,  his 
judgment  in  staying  on  his 
line  appeared  to  he  at  fault 
when  the  comer  came  over. 
As  rain  swept  the  ground  the 
Forest  supporters  wondered 
about  their  judgment  in  not 
deciding  to  stay  at  home. 

Lee  soon  had  a chance  to 
cheer  things  up  for  Forest 
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| when  Lyttle’s  long,  low  centre 
from  the  right  skidded  past 
the  last  Everton  defender  as 
the  striker  raced  in  to  meet  iL 
But  at  the  crucial  moment 
Lee  fell  over,  and  the  City 
Ground  sighed  anew. 

Everton,  outnumbering 
Forest  In  midfield  and  often 
outflanking  them  on  the 
right,  continued  to  trust  in 
the  pace  of  Kanchelskls  and 
Hinchcliffe's  way  with  cor- 
ners and  free-kicks.  This  time 
Haaland,  rather  than  Phillips, 
□lied  In  for  Pearce  at  left-back 
but  the  England  defender's 
absence  was  still  embarrass- 
ingly conspicuous. 

Midway  through  the  first 
half  Everton  should  have  in- 
creased their  lead  when  a slip 
by  Chettle  allowed  Branch  a 
free  run  down  the  right  Stu- 
art was  waiting  at  the  far  post 
for  a tap-in.  but  Branch  chose 
to  shoot  and  drove  the  ball 
Into  the  side-netting. 

Everton  nearly  rued  that 
just  before  the  half-hour. 
Short  was  cautioned  for  trip- 
ping Phillips,  who  drove  the 
free-kick  hard  and  flat  to  the 
far  post  where  Lee's  header 
was  a fraction  off  target 

With  Saunders  popping  up 
everywhere.  Forest  got  some 
momentum  into  their  move- 
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According  to 
Davies’s  rating 
scale,  out  of  the 
24  winners,  only 
one  was  less 
happy  after  the 
win  than  before. 
This  is  a useful 
finding.  There  is 
certainly  much 
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sense  on  show 
here  among  the 
average  winners 
than  the  better 
publicised 
stories  of  those 
who  spend,  and 
spend,  and 
spend  would 
have  us  believe. 
Laurie  Taylor  on  the 
‘problems’  of 
winning  the  lottery 


ments  hut  still  lacked  the  pen- 
etration necessary  to  disturb 
Everton's  three  centre-backs. 

Southall  had  some  shots  to 
deal  without  being  called 
upon  to  make  anything  that 
could  be  described  as  a save 
until  he  tipped  a header  from 
Saunders  over  midway 
through  the  second  half. 

Everton,  by  contrast,  con- 
tinued to  break  down  Forest’s 
cover  with  brisk  passing 
while  Branch's  willingness  to 
take  on  opponents  was  an  ad- 
ditional threat.  They  should 
have  increased  their  lead  but 
Kanchelskis's  languid  shot 
wide  from  Stuart's  return ! 
pass  summed  up  the  casual- ! 
ness  of  their  finishing. 

Even  so,  Everton  had  the 
balance  and  organisation  ab- 
sent from  most  of  Forest's 
attacks.  What  Everton  needed 
was  one  of  Kanchekrids's  snap 
shots  to  find  the  target  Speed 
did  better  with  one  that 
Crossley  could  only  parry, 
and  Stuart  went  dose  with  a 
diving  header. 

Nottin|bMi  forwti  Cross  lay;  Lyttto, 
Cooper,  Chnllle.  Ha  aland.  Gem  mill. 
PWlHpa,  Woan.  Roy  (Alien.  SZmln).  Lee. 
Saunders. 

Evertoni  Southall:  Snort.  Watson. 
Unawortn.  Barron.  Kanchelskls. 
Parkinson.  Speed.  Hlnchclltla.  Stuart. 
Branch  (Grant.  77). 
n»l«rMi  P DurtJn  (Portland}. 


that  needed 


Richard  Williams 


UP  and  down  the 

country  yesterday 
morning  small  boys 
went  back  to  school 
after  the  half-term  holiday  to : 
be  greeted  with  a gleefUI 
taunt:  "Five-nil . . . six-three- 
. . . five-nil . . . six-three." 

The  life  of  a Manchester 
United  supporter  is  not  all 
wine  and  roses,  and  a good 
thing  too.  Most  of  the  time 
they  have  It  easy  enough.  But 
if  you  choose  to  support  the 
winners,  as  tens  of  thousands 
throughout  Britain  do  when 
they  give  their  allegiance  to 
United,  that  it  does  you  no 
harm  at  all  to  be  reminded 
every  now  and  then  that  such 
a choice  offers  no  guarantee  of 
satisfaction,  and  indeed  that  if 
you  flirt  with  hubris  you  can ' 
be  sure  that  It  will  not  be  long 
before  Nemesis  comes  knock- 
ing on  the  door. 

Alex  Ferguson,  as  we  know, 
is  not  a good  loser.  He  greets 
defeat  with  a scowl  and,  if 
pushed  to  discuss  it  further  on 
terms  that  do  not  fit  his  own 
views,  a anarL  On  Saturday  he 
left  The  Dell  without  talking 
to  the  assembled  newspaper 
reporters,  which  nationally 
deprived  them  of  his  views  but 
in  fact  probably  saved  every- 
one concerned  yet  another  ex- 
ample of  his  famous  red  rages. 

It  has  to  be  said  that,  ifhe 
were  any  different  Manches- 
ter United  would  probably  not 
have  ended  their  long  champi- 
onship drought  before  the  end 
of  the  century,  never  mind 
achieving  the  unique  double 
Double.  And  in  a sense  he  has 
earned  the  right  to  his  reac- 
tion, since  he  came  uncom- 
plainingly through  the  fire  of 
his  difficult  early  years  at  Old 
Trafford  before  leading  the 
club  into  the  sunlit  uplands 
represented  by  a stock-market 
valuation  of  getting  cm  for  half 
a billion. 

United  celebrate  two  anni- 
versaries next  month.  On  No- 
vember 6 It  will  be  10  years 
since  Ferguson  arrived  at  the 
dub.  Three  weeks  later  there 
will  be  the  fourth  anniversary 
of  Eric  Cantona's  sudden 
transfer  from  Leeds,  the  mo- 
ment which  delivered  the  dub 
from  their  torment  How  fasci- 
nating, therefore,  that  both 
should  be  facing  perhaps  their 
greatest  test  in  their  time  at 
Old  Trafford.  In  terms  of 
results  on  the  pitch,  anyway. 
Perhaps  the  long-term  sue- 
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Set  by  Janus 


Across 


8 One  with  tales  to  toll  about 
drink  (8) 

8 German  lady's  servant  (6) 

1 0 Give  way  on  stated  Issue  (4) 

11  Novel  situation  featuring  for 
example  academic  and 
politician  (5.5) 

12  An  inferior  part  of 
Shakespeare  (6) 

14  Oriental  ball  (8) 

15  Let  bo  or  let  out  again  (7) 

17  Stir  caused  by  silver  object 

at  exhibition  opening  (7) 

20  Steep  camera-angle 

Lawrence  used  (8) 

22  Statesman  wtth  no 
disposition  to  flag  6) 

Study  submissions  by  rivals 

24  Chief  gets  one  in  person  (4) 


2S  Rush  to  tend  queen  (0) 

28  Plant  that  bids  farewell  to 

rain  perhaps  (8) 

Down 


1 Did  she  make  writer  run 
away?  (8) 

2 Spot  burrowing  animal  (4) 

3 Master  turbulent  current  (6) 

4 Come  up  with  the  goods  (7) 

5 Having  ideas  about 
Insubstantial  ruler?  (8) 

6 Unconstrained  bird  or 
animal  of  dubious  sexuality 

7 Where  Virgil  may  have 
appeared  a nutcase  to  a 
degree?  (6) 

1 3 Entertainers  with  distracting 

tale  in  Egyptian  city  (3,7) 

1 6 S01®  *"■  "taHng  bridges? 


1 cess  of  their  partnership  has 
something  to  do  with  a shared 
recognition  of  similar  temper- 
aments, in  one  respect  at  least 
Both  are  bard  men  who  bruise 
- easily;  this  ways  nothing  about 
their  physical  orznoral  cour- 
age but.it  does  make  life  diffi- 
cult for  them  and,  no  doubt, 
for  those  around  them,  too. 

. Cantona  has  come  close  to 
being  sent  off  in  both  United’s 
recent  heavy  defeats.  It  seems 

. unlikely  that  the  strategists  at 
Fenerbahce  will  have  let  these 
events  pass  unnoticed.  How 
much  easier  the  Turkish 
team's  task  might  be  in  the 
Champions  League  tomorrow 
night  at  Old  Trafford  were  the 
Frenchman  to  be  persuaded  to 
take  an  eariy  bath.  And  how 
potentially  depressing  would 
be  the  consequences  of  this  de- 
cline for  those  of  us  who  de- 
fended Cantona  after  the  Sel- 
hurst  Park  affair  and  who 
were  delighted  by  the  success 
ofhis  eventual  rehabilitation 
within  the  Tgngfrsh  gme. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  origi- 
nal defence  of  Cantona  was 
mounted  In  the  full  knowledge 
of  who  he  is  and  how  he  re- 
sponds to  the  things  that  go  on 
around  him  in  a match.  It 
would  be  unreasonable  to  ex- 
pect the  events  of  two  years 
ago  to  have  made  any  funda-  . 
mental  change  in  his  charac- 
ter, so  it  Is  always  an  the  cards 
that,  even  ifhe  is  never  again 
confronted  by  a Matthew  Sim- 
mons, one  day  there  will  be 
another  defender  who  gets  on 
his  nerves,  just  as  John  Mon- 
cur  and  John  Polston  did  In 
the  pre-Selhurst  days. 

AT  least  we  can  assume 
Cantona  has  the  wit  to 
contemplate  the  price 
of  another  dismissal 
Roy  Keane  is  another  matter. 
AD  his  brains  are  in  his  boots. 
Again.  Ferguson  probably 
finds  himself  to  some  extent  In 
sympathy  with  a hot-head ; 
but  he  must  value  Keane’s 
contribution  very  highly  to- 
put  up  with  a player  who  still 
has  not  learnt  the  folly  of  so 
rancorously  disputing  a refer- 
ee's decisions,  particularly 
when  he  was  hot  involved. 

Keane's  dismissal  against 
Southampton  may  have  been  a 
shade  unlucky,  since  the 
second  yellow-card  offence 
could  have  yielded  no  more 
than  a free-kick,  but  he 
brought  It  on  himself  and,  in 
so  doing,  brought  the  roof 
down  on  his  team-mates.  It 
will  be  interesting  to  see  if  he 
goes  the  way  of  Paul  Ince,  an- 
other outstanding  footballer 
who  was  allowed  to  leave  after 
his  unruly  passion  proved 
counter-productive. 

In  the  need  to  resolve  this 
whole  little  crisis,  Ferguson 
faces  a fascinating  examina- 
tion ofhis  own  resources  and 
of  what  he  has  learnt  in  the 
last  10  extraordinary  years. 


2 □ □ □ Q Q 

□gnnonmo  □□hcqq 
no  □ gj  h m □ 
□□□□  □□□□nsaDEB 
□_  □ □ □ B n 

□□□□□a  □□□□□□qd 
Q n □ □ □ 
□□□□□□  □□□□□a 
□ q o an 
□□□DDDED  □GJQGJDD 
□ □nan  a 
□aannEin03Q  □□□□ 
s □ n □ e □ □ 
□□anna  □□!!□□□□□ 

000  O O Q 


CROSSWORD  SOLUTION  20,705 


18  Trail  cop  abandoned  as 
being  too  hot  perhaps  (B) 

19  Sporting  substitute  for  book 
(7) 

21  Declaration  that  sounds  like 
a part  of  speech  (6) 

22  Instrument  one  may  get  for 
a pound  (6) 

24  Distinguishing 

characteristic  of  gospel- 
writer  (4) 

Solution  tomorrow 
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